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- A 'T the turn of the night, a dreadful ſtorm of thun- 


der, lightning, wind and rain, broke over us; and the 
terrors natural to my ſex on ſuch occaſions, were dou- 


bled on finding the whole party were ſet on by a ban-_ 


ditti. A moment before, and I ſhould have affirmed I 
had nothing to dread, yet ſo lively was my new fear, 


_ .. that even the vengeance of Elizabeth became nothing 
' in the compariſon. The ſervants of Lord Burleigh 
made a deſperate but vain reſiſtance; and the whole 


were at length led away by the rufftans into a wood ad- 


Joining: where all, no doubt, like me, expeted to be 
murdered. The ſtorm now began to abate, and the 


moon ſometimes forced its way through the volumes 


_ of black clouds which yet hung over it. My quickened - 


ſenſes caughr its gleams to examine if any habitation, 


-or other hope of reſcue was in view. In vain I ſtrain= _- 
_ ed my-light. The wood involved us entirely, and eve- 

Ty feeble hope died away, when my eyes ſuddenly reſt- 
el on—ah, gracious Heaven!—our own Receſs.—_ - 
| Yes, the well-known entrance of the tomb preſented 

_ itſelf, and a thouſand vague ideas of ſafety and dan- 


ver mingling in my mind, as tEEFobbers approached the 


iitter to rake me our, I icre , and ſwooned away. 
$23 | | A 2, | Alas, 
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_ Alas, my fifter, call to mind your own feelings, and 
guels at mme when I once more opened my eyes in the 
great room of our Receſ:—that room once hallowed 
viin the prayers of father Anthony, and the preſence 
of Mrs. Marlow—that room where once the portraits 
of our-parents ſmiled peace and ſecurity on their now 
deſolate offspring —how hideous was the change ſits 
bare wa'ls, grimed with a thouſand uncouth and fright- 
ful images, preſented only a faint picture cf the preſent 
poiſeſſors, on whoſe hardened faces I dared not fix. 
:ay fearful eyes. Rd WY - I 
Conſidering m2 but as accidental plunder, they were 
wholly engroſted by the old Lord Burleigh ; in whom 
ſome important view ſcemet to centre. I ſhrunk ſrom _ 
the terrible ſcene, and called upon the awful ſhades of 
thoſe molt dear to ime, to appal, in turn, the deſperate 
wretches who m ide the time-(trnck walls reſound with 
threats and execrations. My ſhocked eyes ſought the 
ground as a rehief, and hxed upon a well-known obje&t 
— [t was that ring of Mrs. Marlow's, with which fa- 
ther Anthony wedded you to Lord Leiceſter, and well 
I remembered that ring was on your hand when laſt 
we parted. --I Rtooped immpatiently for it—my ſenſes 
more fully recognized its ſetting.—The dreadful truth 
fAaſhed upon my mind, *# Alas! my tier and Lord 
Leiceſter are alike enſnared, groined I forth without 
any conlideration—well I know they mnt be here—— _ 
Oh, in what dungeon have you hid them?” © Your 
| ſiſter, fair Lady, returned one of the villains, with an 
_odious grin; comrades, our Captain will thank us for 
_ this prize, this muſt be: ſhe he talked io much abont 
when the other travellers . threw them {elves into cur 
hands.--Make yourſelf eaſy, miltrels, your lifter 1s 
 Jocked up as fafe as cords can keep her.” TED 
All the anguiſh I had before felc became nothing at 
this moment, © My ſiſter in this dungeon? cried T; 
oh, born to ſuffer with me, dear Matilda ! how will 
that { it ſrame, always unequal to the trials of life, and 
now entirely debilitated,, ſupport theſe horrors! Alas, 
Lirs, if there is yet in your hearts one touch of human 
| _ TDN pity, 
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| pity, conduct me to this tender fufferer, and let her cie 
in my arms.” <©« All in good time, young mop 
rephed another, with ar air ſo ſurly, as aw ed EVEN 7 
.convulſed ſoul to tilence. | 
Lord. Burleigh (ill was their great objedd; threats, 
and oaths were exhauſted on him: when, to conform. 
mate the terrors of that moment, the name of Williams 
reached me. That name expounding both the palt and 
ſuture, wrought my fears up to frenzy. I caſt my wild 
eyes around in ſearch of any means to die, and could in 
that terrible moment, like Portia, have ſwailowed fire; 
when a tumult without the rooM, at once ſuſpended | 
that within it. "The ſound of piſtols, the renee 
entrance of ſuch of the robbers as were not already 
round us, followed by many unknown perſons, inſtantly 
convinced me Heaven had delivered us from our ©; - 
_ preffors, by ſome means leſs ſhocking to humanity, than 
thoſe deſpair had filled my thoughts with. A dread - 
_ ful contelt enſued, but our deliverers preva?lingo, imme- 
diately began to unbind- Lord Burleigh; wv ho, almoſt 


mute with exceflive ſurprize, found in them a train of 


his own domeſtics trom the adjoining \ bbey of St. Vin- _ 
cent, which 1 underſtood was now one of his ſeats. 
. Nor was their, amazement leſs at meeting with their 
Lord in this newly-diſcovered den. . I comprehended . 
the who'e in a moment ; and plainly perceived the ſcr- 
vants of Lord Buvleigh muſt have come through the 
ſubterraneous paſſage, that communicated with the AÞb- 
| bey; I recol'efted that it was unknown to Williams, 
nor doubted but you and Lord Leiceſter had eſcaped 
| through it. , Overwhelmed with the blefied events 
- comprized in this deliverance, I forgot I had any thing 
Rill ro fear; and not conſidering -Lord Burleigh as my 
-keeper, 1 ſaw io kim only a jellow-ſuſferer. I roſe 
with alacrity, and led the way to the dungeon which 
communicated with the Abbey ; ; thoſe who newly came + 
from thence following me in ſilent aſtoniſhment. I per- 
ceived the cords with which youaud my Lord had been 


bound, and demanded you gkgthe ſervants with a joyſul ' | 


impatience. Lord Burleigh learnt from my incoherent - 
| | A 3 tranſports, 
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tranſports, a truth I had refuſed before to inform him 
_ of: that chance had impritoned us in the very ſpot 
Where you and I were bred, Wholly taken up with 
my own exclamations, and regardleſs of the filence of _ 
my followers, 1 hailed the entrance of the Abbey, ſo - 

_ long our happy aſylum. ' Ah, Heavens, how cruelly 
| were theſe lively emotions repelled and extinguiſhed, | 
when by the command of Lord Burleigh, kis ſervants 

| once more ſeized me as a priſoner, and attempted to 
lead me towards a remote apartment. With a heart 
humbled and broken by ſo many ſucceſſive frights and - 
_ afflictions, I ſank at his feet, not diſdaining the moſt 
 ſubmiſhve attitude, and only folicited to ſee you, I 

reminded him of the dangers he and I had ſhared toge- 
_ ther, and conjured him to remember you alone could 

have opened the paſſage which led us all to freedom, 
-—unleſs he baſely reſolved to become to me a murder- 
_ er, as dreadful as thoſe from whom we had juſt eſca- 
ped. Inexorably cold, he replied, © my ungarded ac- 
knowledgments only gave him ſtronger reaſon to ima- 


vine much was yet concealed; and that when ever I 


would refolve to be wholly fincere, I ſhould not want 
Tis intereſt with his royal miſtreſs.” Breatmg rrom 
| thoſe trembling hands, which every moment more en- 
ſzebled, he ordered his ſervants to bear me into the. 
| prated room at the end of the eaſtern cloiſter You 
_ cannot but remember the diſmal place Halt fink in 
.ruin, and overhung with ivy, and trees of growth al- 
moſt immemorial, it appeared the very cell of melan- 
_ choly. Alas, her pale repreſentive took poſſeflion of 
it in myſelf. The maffy bars no ſooner gave atfurance 
that I was ſecure, than my conduQors impatiently flew. 

to rejoin the reſt, and learn the news of the family. 
To me that ſmall relief was barbaroufly denied. So 
near the cauſe and partaker of my ſorrows, they were 
deſtined to flow ia ſolitude; nor could imagination de- 
cide whether you were yet a priſoner, or had again ef. 
caped. How terrible are the vague ſuſpicions of an 
impaſſioned mind, when deprived of every means of | 
certitude! The pale gleaff$-of the moon ſeemed every 
| | | | . | momene 
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'n moment to people the dungeon they glanced through 
— my pulſe beat with redoubled ſtrength and quickne!s 
 —the whole cloiſter reſounded the long night with 
diſtant feet, but they came not to me—fearſutly I of- 
ten ſtarted when ſinking into a lethargy, rather than a. 
| ſlumber, by the echo of ſome remote voice, which fancy 
. continually told me 1 knew, but it died away. ere nie- 
mory could aflign it an owner; and though my fertile 
brain exhauſted poſhbility, the dawning day realized 
no other objeQs, than thoſe dreary ones my chamber 
| preſented. The bats and owls began to retire to their 
haunts in my neighbourhood, and the ſhort viſit of the 
riſing ſan, only thewed me the limits of a dark and 
__ diſmal priſon. By this time both mind and body were 
alike exhauſted, and a miſt appeared to envelop my 
ſenſes, which ſtill recalled a thouſand fleeting forms, by 
turns ſurrounding. me, ti} fatigue. threw me into a 
_ deepſleep.. | 
It was at lzngth interrupted by a maid who brok ght 
me breakfaſt, and a meſſage from. her Lord, © that if 
I would inform him what was wanting to my comfort 
and accomodation, his orders ſhould immediately fup- 
plyit.” I cat my eyes expreflively around, and bid 
her tell him in one word, © every thing.” The woman 
| ſeemed affeted ; I ſnatched the fortunate moment, and 
_ putting my purſe i into her hand, aſked in return only 
' to know the fate of Lord Leiceſter and my filter, T 
| learnt, to my inexpreſſible relief, both had, by ſome. 
incomprehenſible means again eſcaped, and that Lord 
Burleigh's generous daughter was confined as their 
abettor. A. haſty ſummons to the maid left me once 


more alone; but the news ſhe had communicated, and _ 


the idea that the amiable Roſe might hereafter be alike 
ready to relieve my diſtreſles, gave a new turn to my 
ſpirits, which now gathered courage to retrace the 
palt, and look into the future. 
Although anable to comprehend what the urgent 
| motives could be which impelied Lord Leiceſter and my 
liter to fo precipitate a flight, every thing argued that 
they were deſper ate: for that it was ſudden and with- 


out 


"_ a tat ad > I 
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out preparation, their intention of taking ſhelter in the 
Receſs ſtrongly indicated ; and whenever I recolleted 
the dangerous ſituation of Matilda, I ſhared with her 
that compaſſion ſelf is but too apt to engroſs. Was there 


_ a ſpot of St. Vincent's Abbey, however gloomy, which 


did not call tomy mind ſome inſtance of that i Integrity, 


affetion, and nobility of. heart, which diſtinguiſhed * 


my Matilda? and could I remember theſe, vert doubt. 
that by whatever chance I was deſerted, your will 
cou!d have no ſhare in it? Believe me, my ſiſter, the 


firlt prayers I addreſled to Heaven i in my_ priſon) were 


for your ſafety. ix 
| When time and folimde itnred me reaſon enough 


-x coolly to confider my own flate, I faw no immediate 
| danger it could teem with. Though a victim to the 


fears of Elizabeth, and the policy of Lord Burleigh, I 
had not yet learnt to confider them as mere murderers, | 
and if they were not ſo, impriſonment was the only 


_ evil I conld have to. apprehend, nay even that might 


perhaps be ſhort, as it was undoubtedly both illegal and 
nnjuit. Malice itſelf could affix on me no other crime 


than that of being daughter to the Queen of Scots; 
fatal truth which Flizabeth would gladly forget, but 
| ſurely never publiſh. Conld I refolve, therefore, 1o- 
_ endure with patience the puniihme: it ſo unworthily im- 
'poſed, on me, I might in time emerge vnfaliied to dis 


{tin&tion. I called upon the example of ber who gave 


: _ mae being, to ſupport my Grooping ſpirits, and {hon!d 
_ perhaps have vied with her in tortirude, bur that one __ 


cheriſhed grief wound round my uy heart, and we. 


ten wrung forth its deare!t drops. | flex, the moſt be- 


loved of mankind; that fairhfu! lover, whoſe ardent 


: prayers, whoſe generous propoſals, I had obltinately 
. reſiſted, when his irritated mind ſeemed daringly to lift 


the. veil of futurity, and pierce through thofe compli- 
cated dangers which followed our parting —Ah, "tf 
thould guard him, when my loſs was dilcovered, from 
oiving way to his injured ind exaſperated affetion? It 
fortune ſhould even ſeparate him and Lord Leicelter, 
how could I be certain Elizabeth herſelf would be ſaſe 
ET | from 
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fr om his reproaches, and who was ever ſafe from her 
vengeance, when once thus deiperately awakened? 
The premuture fate of my much-honoured father, the 
noble Norfolk, returned upon my memory—the tower, 
the diſmal tower, ſcaffolds, axes, a bleeding lover, and 
a broker heart, daily paſſed in long array before me, 
_ and peopled the ſolitude to wn ch 1 was ſo.unju wy CON-. 
_ demned. 

'- The decency with which [ was attended andferve 
convinced me both Llizabeth and her Minitter had Qui 
terms to keep with me; but the ſervant who had ven- 
tured to anſwer me was impeached by thote who wait» 
ed without the door, and my purſe being toung upen 

' her, no doubt became a ſufficient proof of cut. Cer- 
tainly I ſaw her no. more, and the women Jdeputed In. 
her place. were either to0 vuarded; or 100 1wnorant, to. 
inform me. on any ſubje&t, had I left moſt Try to 
try, their fidelity, 

I had once been fo «coulionied to ſcluf fon, that it 
would foon have loſt its horrors, had my misfortunes 
reed here: but reſolved, howeyer, no: to augment 
them by vain and fr aitleſs repining, I demanded ſuch 
books as might ſtrengthen and amuſe my mind: thus 
_ Ooppoling the wiſdom of ages, to the pangs of the mo» 
ment. By ſharing a part of my food wi:k the birds 
which inhabited the over- -banging trees, I drew aroun: g 
me foie mute aſfociates, who more grateſt:! than-the 
ſuperior beings that venture to 1. ok. down On ton, 
are always aitached by benefits. . 
=." his lethargic tranquiity was ſoon interrupted by Ac 
- viſit from Lord Burleigh. With the fair lang age vi 
_ an experienced courtier, he © commended my reiip ia 
| tion to an inevitab.e fate, and admired the wiſe ute. 67 ; 
made of confinement,. in thus apply ing myſeltto enrich 
my underſtanding ; aſſuring me 3e--went beyond his 
orders for my accommodation, but that an expreſs which 
arrived over-night from the Queen, had at Jail } ut it in 
Hs power to reſtore that liberty, he had by her coni- 
mand deprived me of.” My heart leaned at ra unho- 
ped an alteration 1 n my fate, but he intercepted the 

tranſport 


'S 
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tranſport ere it reached my lips, and ſent it back a dead | 
weight into my boſom. © 'Fhink not theretore, fair 
lady, faid he, that her Majeſty's indulgence is uncon- 
__ ditional—She wills, it ever you paſs theſe walls, it is 
_ as the wife of Lord Arlington.” —<« They will then be 
my grave, my Lord, returned }, in bitterneſs of ſpirit; 
| thame on her indulgence, inhuman tyrant!"—*« Mode- 


rate your wrath, reſumed he in the ſame equa] tone, 


_ after your bold attempt to impoſe on her by forged teſ- 
timonials of an impoſlible marriage, and ſuppoſitious 
birth, you ought rather to imagine ſhe treats you with 


lenity.” Forged teſtimonials? retorted I with great 
crimony, why then did the fo carefully defiroy them ? 


| but ſhe deſtroyed them, my lord, in vain—look down 
bleſt ſpirits of thoſe who once owned this noble manſi- 


on! look down thou dear departed ſiſter of the mur- 


_ dered Norfolk! look down too, revered Mrs. Marlow, 
thou gentle goargm of our yonth, and ſay to whom do_ 
we owe our being * 
{rom their rewa1d, to authenticate thoſe rights the ma- 


Dut why do 1 call the bleſſed 


lice of Elizabeth cannot annihilate? Oh, Royal Mary, 


dear unknown mother, how would the tender yearn= 
_ ings of thy bofom juktify the aſſertions of thy perſecut-_ 


£4 daughter, did not a crue] tyrant, by a double injuſ- | 


rice, encloſe in ſeparate priſons the mother and the 
child!—bring us but toyether, and you ſhall find?—— 


« Tam not commitioned IOy on 10 delicate a ſub- 
je, replied the crafty Lord Burleigh—ere you give 
way to theſe violent tranſports, remember how fatal 


_ they may prove—over the head of the Queen of Scots. 


the ſword has long dung only by a fingle- thread—it is 


__ Ow put. into your hand—cconiider well ere next I ſee 
ou, who, and" what you will bez”* with theſe tremen- | 
dous wards he roſe and left me—left me—ab, how? 


Convulſed, annihilated, a teror hitherto anknown. 

feemed to fix every feature, and freeze every ſenſe, 

Oh, thou, whoſe awful! will aJone could authorize this 

nan:ele(s inflition. give me ſtrength to bear it, hghed 

torth my ſhocked ſoul! Can I then deſerve the title of 

dauphter, only by rezouncing all claim to it? My _ | 
t 
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ther, my gracious royal mother, who even when over- 
 whelmed-with woes, did take ſuch tender care of the 


| little unfortunates to whom thou gaveſt being; ah, 


were their hves preſerved but to ſhorten thine? Medi- 


tations like theſe almoſt ſhock the ſeat of reaſon: and 
I reſolved to conform to the moſt inhuman command of 
Elizabeth, rather than ſuffer the horrible ſcene his laſt 


implication preſented, to paſs another hour before my 
bewildered ſenſes.  _ SER | 


It was ſurely at this tremendous criſisin my life, my 


fermented blood firſt adopted and cheriſhed thoſe exube- 
' rances. of paſſion, which ever after warped the equali- 


ty and merit of my charatter; that blood now boiling 
_ in my veins, joined with a diſordered imagination to call | 


_ around mea thouſand viſionary inconſiſtent. forms, to. 
whoſe voices my burning heart reſponded—now flowly 
_ retreating to every vital ſource, the very powers of be- 
ing ſeemed to congeal, and I remained for hours a 
_ breathing ificle. Whenever the firſt ſenſation aftuated 
me, the [trong defire of ſaving my mother ſtill returned; 
and in theſe cire revolutions of conſtitution, four and. 
twerity dreadful] hours elapſed, ed 


Lord Burleigh, at-the fame time the nxt day, came - 


once more to learn my fbnal reſolution. Scarce able to 
reply, or-ariie my heavy eyes from the ground, in which 


they fought, and ſaw, only a grave, my whole appear- # 
ance lirongly proved how I had paſſed the interval..” 
'The deſolate. acquicence my ſilence beſpoke, encon- 


raged him to ' produce a paper. He began reading it, 
while rivetted with a new furprize I liſlened to the in- 


credible and Giigracetul forgery, as if ] bad Ioſt every _ 
other ſenſe than that oi car, It was called, as I think, 


*the voluntary confeflion of Ellinor, on hehalf of her. 


| ſelf and ſiſter Matilda; and ſet forth, thar ſoon atier - 


Mary Queen oz Scots ſonghr ſhelter in Epgland (under 
the protection of her ſiſter Elizabeth) for divers poli. 
tick and ambitious reaſons, (as firſt, in caſe her ovly fon 
ſhould die, and leave her without iflue, on which to 
ſupport her claim to Great-Britain, as well as to the 
Kingdom the had lately abandoned; ncxt.io nttach is 


her 
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[t 
j | her intereſt the difloyal perſons into whoſe charge ſhe 
[ WS given) ſhe reſolved to pretend to have made a mar- 
rage with Thomas Howard, Duke of Nortolk ; and by 
the aid and confederacy of his ſifter, the Lady Scroope, 
{ whoſe Lord was her keeper) together with that of di- 
vers Scottiſh ſervants, as well as of one Gertrude Mar- 
 Jow (the battard filter of Lord Scroope) the ſaid Queen. 
| of Scots did feign a preg:nancy, and in procels of time a 
_ delivery of two daughters, who were, with the afliſt- 
ance of the ſaid confederates, brought up in ſecreſy, by 
the ſaid Gertrude Marlow, till ſuch times as Mary 
 thonld judge fit to produce them; and that ſundry teſ- 
timon:ials were invented, drawn, Pane witnefſed by ſaid 
_ parties, tending to legitimate ſaid ſurreptitious offspri ing 
| _ at the pleaſure of the Queen of Scots, by the names. 
1 cf Matiida and Ellinor. The ſaid Ellinor underſtand. 
tag, in proceis of time, the above plauſible colluſion, 
i anc] ſorely repenting. the offence againſt Elizabeth, 
[ "Queen of England, her Jawſul Lady and Sovereign, 


both on beha't of herſelf and ſiiter Matilda, freely ac- 
| knowledge, and ſolemnly affirm, that they do not be- 
'  lheve themſelve< born of the ſaid Mary Queen of Scots, . 
{ - _ but have reaſon to know their parents of a low degrec, 
| who, for the Jucre of gain reſigned them for ever, to. 
IF be done-with as the ſaid Queen of Scots, and her con-. 
federates, thought beit. This "declaration is made 
and fgned on the ſpot where Eilinor owns herſelf <#R 
tifter were thus ſecretly brought up, to wit, the Abbey 
q of St, Vincent, the feat cf the late. Lord - 55-08 | 
j 12 the preſence of, &c.* Having concluded this no-. 
thts e It. emorial of villainy, he ſummoned ſeveral do-. 
= rneſtics, and nut a pen into my hand. My vnſubdued, - 
| indignant ſoul, ſpurned at the 1dea of villiſying both - 
mpleit and mother, even to ſave ber life. I would 
have {poke, bat ere grief and rage could be converted | 
# inoJanguage, he traysfized me with a look; and hold- 
| ing bet re my eyes an order for ihe. execution of the - 
Queen of Scots, ſired, dated, authentic, complete in . 
every form, my lindder; Ng nature couid not endnure the 
conflict. I rally {crawled my nam?, and ſnatching « 
ne bs that 
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| that tremenduous mandate he yet held beſore me, tore 

it intoa thouſand atoms, and ſunk upon the ground in 
the molt violent. convulſions, They were fo rapid and 
dreadful, that to have left me alone had been little elſe 
than near; His domeſtics attended me with a huma- 
nity unknown to their Lord; and thele fits at Jaſt gave 
place to a frenzy fever. Alas, during its raging parox- 

 ſyms. I doubtleſs continually. confuted the infamous 

| tale I had witneſſed ; for every affefting remembrance 

__ prefled upon my confuſed and weakened mind. —My. 

_ mother, my filter, and my love, by turns bled before my 
eyes; and death pretented kimfelF 1 in every form dear - 
Lo me, while I vainly invoked him to take my own. 

Exhauſted nature ſeemed ro 1etlt on the very verge. 
of the grave. —Ah, had I then ſunk into it, how many _ 
pangs had I been ſpared!—the care of my attendants 
io far recovered me, as to quit my bed, when profounc-. 
ing me well, they left me to my own meditations——a 
hideous train, my filter—to add to their bitterneſs, 
fancy had now thrown a new colour on my fate—how. _ 

if this infamous forgery had been extorted from me, |} 
only to ſigmatize my ſiſter and myſelf?—A till more. 
aggravating idea ſprung trom that—What ſhould pre- 
vent Elizabeth from preſenting to the eyes of the un-_ 
fortunate Queen of Scots a defamatory declaration, _ 
which muſt give her a ſtab no lefs mortal than the blow- 
ir faved her from, though .perbaps more flow ; how, 
indeed, if {6, could I hope ſhe would ever ſorget or. 
ſorgive an inſtance of depravity, apparently as unac+- 
counrable as it was ſhocking? finally, (oh grief yet- 
more pungent) might not the Queen take pleaſure i n- 
wringinsg, the haughty ſoal of Eſſex, hy ſhewing him - 
the unhappy object ot his deareſt affeQions for ever- 
ingmatized by her own hand ?——'This painful afem- 
i;lage ol ideas and obje&ts, was too much for my hurt. 
brain—lI groaned, I fhricked, TI relapſed, and very- 
nearly obtained the relief I ſo much longed for, 

Impeiled thns by tyranny down the pr ecipice of fate, 

ray {witt courſe ſeemed ready to bury me in the gulph 


ub -OVerhangs, when anyuiter projecting point interpoſed. 
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and ſuddenly ſtopped: me.—TI recollefted that in thus 


reſigning myſelf co the: ſtroke, Trendered the laſt tatal 


| blot my-own hand: had fixed: on. my character inde- 

| ible; that while I lived E had yet a chance of juſtify- 
_ ing mv. intention, in an a@ which. reflected alike on 
_ myſelf and all dear to me. By a weakneſs for which 
1. cannot account, I ſuddenly became more willing 


to ſu;port all the evils of a life thus prolonged, 


| than the idea of an unknown. end, and unhonored 


grave. 


My conſtitution, deſtined to ſtruggle with ill great- 5 
__ er calamities, ſunk. not wholly under the impreſſion of 


theſe ; but the period. of recovery was marked by a 


_ gloom and dejeQion I can never forget. Silence. was 
Now no leſs my habit than inclination, and I often fan- | 


cied myſelf incapable of ſpeaking. Lord Burleigh, by. 


- a ſecond viſit, called together every. enfeebled}. power 


remaining. Regarding my. altered countenance with 


| _ an air of inſidious pity, he lamented the, painful duty . 


impoſed on him. by the Queen. Eſtranged- from ſym- 


_ pathy ſo long that the lea mark-of it affefted me, I 
ſunk unto languor and tears. * Unnappy-young crea- 


tare, reſumed he, deſtined. every. way. to:-condemn 


yourſelf, hear all I: am commiſhoned now to ſay, and 
finally decide your. own fate. I need hardly inform you 


on whatever grounds your conne@ion with the Queen . 


.of Scots is founded, a due regard for herſelf, and the. 
| peace of the kingdom of ' England, will not allow my 


royal miſtreſs to enlarge one whoſe high ſpirit and di{- 


tinguiſthed underſtanding muſt ſo greatly aid whatever 
«cauſe ſhe is a party in, But when the attachment be- 


tween you and the Earl of. Effex is conſidered, (whoſe: 
ambition and daring temper ſufficiently alarm the pru- 


_ dent part of the Queen's counſellors, unafſſifed as he 
_ yet is by any imaginary rights) it is. obvious that -one 


way alone can you hope, for freedom.” At: the dear 


name of [Eſfſex, to which my ear had been ſo long el. 


tranged, every, emotion that, had gathered flowly to- 


' ward my heart, ſpread in wild perturbation through 


my frame. I faintly repeated it, but Lord Burleigh 


TBU<= ned me to filence, and I confined to contemptuous 


glances 
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glances my OP:nton of the remainder of his ſpeech, —«« 1 


 thall not conceal from you, returned he, that Efſex had. 
influence enough over the Queen to make, her ſor a 
while ſuppreſs her ſentiments on this error in his con- 
_dut. Perhaps the would have truſted to time for o- 
therwiſe matching you, but that this hot-headed, raſh 
young man” —1 groaned in impatient filence—he caſt 
on me an attentive eye and purſued. his fabjet,—— 


« After finding it vain to hope he ſhould diſcover your. 


aſylum, (for which I mult tell yon he ſpared neither 


threats, intreaties, money or affiduity) he completely 


 4rritated Elizabeth by uniting himſelf in a plot to re- 


leaſe the Queen of Scots. Providentially for my royal 


_ miſtreſs it tranſpired in time, and the traitors are taken. 


The chief obje& of her indignation muſt of courſe. be. 
him ſhe ſo greatly favoured. Convinced you are the. 
only cauſe of his rebellious praftices, nothing but your 
makinganother choice can fave him from expiating them. 
on the block. A fond weakneſs renders i lizabeth till 
anxious to preſerve him, For my own part I confeſs. 
the ſafet remedy I ſhall always think the beſt,” ——. 


«+ Ah, let him live, groaned I, adopting at-once the 


_ train of ideas he ſo artfully arranged, though nor. for- S 
me! Even Elizabeth is mercifu), and ſhall I then con- 
 demn him? Rob the world of an unequalled ornament 


_ only becauſe I am not permitted to poſſeſs it?—T will 


no more haunt ker flumbers—I.will no more gild his— 


of what conteguence is the name Iam called by during 


the few days I linger in this miſerable world? Inform: 
re, my lord, but how I can ſave, him”—< The ſame. 


reaſons that concur in obliging the Queen to ſeparate 
you and Eflex, ſaid the crafty Burleigh, will equally 


prevent her from matching you with' any man gifted- 
with his aſpiring qualities: yet as it is not her wiſh 
wholly to debaſe you, Lord Arlington was to me the 
meſſenger of her will?” (I fhuddered at the fatal name} 


4 the bounded capacity he poſſeſſes is one motive fer 
| her chuling him, as it enſures her own ſafety; and his 
titles and fortunes another, as thoſe are diſtinRions ſhe 


is not willing to deprive you of, You marry. him, or 


"4 
Y 


ala ith —_ _ "o_ 


a de date f/f ix SI Ad. Ao feos ws ac dwell. i. oa 


7 | THE RECESS, &c. 
| he returns direaly , and his return 1s the fignal or Lord 
_ Effex's execution.” 


Yet weak and unrecovered, my mind wanted firm- 
neſs to enter. iato all the Con which ſhould regulate 


my conduct Alas, I ſaw no more of my own fate, 
_ than was inſeparably interwoven with that of my lover. 


— Urged by the generous excefſes of which 1 knew his 


Heart capable, he has ſor my ſake then endangered his 
honour, liberty, and life. Perhaps that danger is ex- 


aggerated, hinted prudence—but'oh, if not—it atuated 
hy fear and rage Elizabeth ſhould condemn .to the 
block, as ſhe already had my father, for no greater 


_crime—my wounded ſoul ſhrunk from the bare 1dea— 
long faintings and delirium followed—fancy realized 
every Image fraud had preſented ;. I ſeemed to behold. 
every moment the choſen of my heart tried, ſentenced, 


executed ; I drenched the maimed, yet beauteous form 
my eyes for ever worthipped in my tears, and hardly 
could be perſuade.l, Curing my Jucid intervals, that he 
yet lived, and that ie fate gill depended on \my deter- 


mination 


Lord Burleigh, faichful to the Ungenerous truſt. 
repoſed in him, and weary of the taſk of confining. 


me, took a willing advantage of the weakened flate_ 


of my intelle&s to wring from me a compliance with 
the wiſh of Elizabeth __ I was now releaſed from my 


' priſon, and the chaplain and family being aſſembled, 
_ Lord Ari ington was introduced, the contratts ſigned, 
| and a t-arful midnight marriage abruptly ſolemnized, 


during which my ad! trated raind pariued. a thouſand. 


| aitant ideas- 
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Wedded—)oſt—annihilated—the woful miſtreſs cf 
a magnificent ſolitude, where my inward eyestraced for, 
ever the revered lteps of thoſe who were no longer to 
be found on earth, one only contolation could my ex- 


 haufted heart ſupp! y. * I die that [flex may hve— 
_ 1 figh, that he may breathe EET: ” Put, oh ! ſuch” 
liohs, they ICCTnCd to tin&ture with a blakneſs and me- 


ancholy 
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lancholy the very air that received them. Lord Ar- 


| lington wanted judgment alike to ſubdue the deep re-_ 
_ grets of ſilent ſufference, or to yield to them. My 
mind could never hold any correſpondence with his; 


and by this means alone was I ignorant, for a time, of 
a calamity, which when known, totally overwhelmed 


me :—Alas, my iſter, by a refinement in ba arbarity, 


pur ſainted mother was led to execution, almoſt at the 
very moment was defarning you and myſelf ro ſave her. 
_ This climax of grief and misfortune was too mighty for 

my reaſon —T had paſſed from fear to fear, from forrow 
to ſorrow, in ſach rapid ſucceſſion, that there were 01r- 
iy intervals enongh of time to render each more poig- 


nant, In one ſhort month to behold myſelf deceived, 
defamed, and ſacrificed— ] blet.ded the bitter tears of 
ſe!f-love with thoſe cf Blial cuty and affection. The . 


idea of FEffex remained engrained on my heart. and 
donbled every agonizing fenſaticn, Lord Arlington, 


however, returned to court, and gave r me te ME. re- 


lief of ſolitude. 


Severed at once from every tie both of nature and of | 
, the deep melancholy 


choice, dead while yet breathing 
_ which ſeized upon my bram foon tintured my whole 


maſs of Blood—-my inte!lefts firangely blackened and 
confuſed, frequently realized ſcenes and obje&s that ne- 


ver exiſted, annihilating many which daily paſſed be- 


fore my eyes, I ſometimes obſerved the flirong ſurprize 
of my attendants when I ſpoke of theſe viſions, but 


much. ottener I rewained. lethargic and-inſenfible. 


There were moments when I ſtarted as from a deep 
ſleep, (and oh, how deep a oops is that of the ſoul !) 
— turned my dubious eyes around with vague remem- 
brance—touched my own hand, to he convinced I yet 
exiſted— trembled at the ſound cf my own voice, cr 
raiſing my uncertain eye toward the bJae vault of Fe:t- 
ven, found in the all- -chearing ſun a tiranger, ——Alas! 
my. ſiſter, look no more in this ſad recital for the equa! 
minded rational LIlinor yon once ſaw me; ſenſations 
t00 acute for either endurance or expreſſion” from this 
fatal period blotted every noble faculty, often ſubſtitut- 


mg. 


i 
| 
| 


| ing impulſe for judgment. Always ſenſible of my 


wandering. the moment it was paſt, ſhame Oy 


ſucceeded, and uniting every miſery of madneſs an 
reaſon, | | | 


Spring reviving all nature, extends its genial influ- 
ence even to the withered heart. Eo =P 
My intervals became more calm and frequent. I ga- 


 thered Rrength to walk into the garden—there 1 ſlowly 


retraced to myſelf the fatal whole, and began to find, 


or fancy it more ſupportable. . 'That I had been a dupe 
_ to Elizabeth and her miniſter, was too obvious ; but 1 


vas willing to acquit the weak man, perhaps ſafficient- 
ly puniſhed im a wife like me, of having been a confe- 
Gerate in all their plots, I had long been the obje&t of | 


his choice, and it is a common error among his ſex to 
be careleſs of the means by which their views ſucceed, 
_ provided they attain them. But my feeble efforts to- 
_ vard recovery requiring every- indulgence, I wrote to 
__ Lord Arlington, afſuring him, « I would make the 
| belt nſe of my returning reaſon, in forming my heart 


to the future performance' of thoſe painful duties, a_ 


combination of fatal circumſtances had impoſed on it ; 
but that the taſk was too difficult not to claim every 


allowance on his part ; and concluded with hoping, ſo-. 
litude would! enable me one day to meet him with 


ſfcelings leſs embittered.” 


With my intellequal powers too returned my affec- 


tions. The myſtery of our fate, my filter, and rhat 
- of Lord Leiceſter, racked my weary imagination tn 
vain, I encloſed in the letter to Lord Arlington a 
billet to Lady Pembroke. It contained only an en- 
. guiry for you. fr | 


When theſe letters were-diſpatched, I bent my every 


| thought to fulfilling the promiſe made in the firſt, A 
thouſand times on my knees Þ beſought the Almighty 


to confirm. thoſe upright ſentiments he alone could in- 
ſpire; I Krove to obliterate every remembrance of the 
human means by which his will was effected, and con- 


_ ſidering it ouly in the light of hs will, tried meekly to 
ſubmit to it. Alas, the anſwer of Lady Pembroke ſhook 
_ every jult determination—aſtoniſhment, terror, and af- | 


teQion_ 


fe&ion were obvious in every line of it—eagerly ſhe ſo- 
licited news of myſelf, and the incomprehenſible means 


which firſt reſtored me to St. Vincent's Abbey, as well _ 
as thoſe which fixed me there by ſo extraordinary a 


_ marriage. | 


| From her letter I at laſt nnderſiood a part of your BE 
motives for ſo ſyddenly abſenting yourſelves. I found 


roo you had happily arrived in France, by the accounts 
many had received from you; when all at once (ſhe ad- 


ded) the correſpondence broke off, and every effort at 


renewing it only increaſed the ſadneſs and perplexzity of 


your friends. That Le Val, having obeyed the orders 
lett by his Lord in haltening to Kenilworth, came on _ 
from thence to the Receſs; which he found thrown _ 
' OPen, as well as that his Lord had infallibly been there, 


Not able to gather any further information, he came 
back to London, there to wait Lord Leiceſter's direc- 


___ tions; but nope arriving, this extraordinary and alarms - 
10g filence induced the faithful Steward to return to his 
Native country, in ſearch of his Lord. Fear and grief 


having however ſeized upon his/ heart, a bad paſſage 


wrought both up to a crilis, and he died immediatly 


CL Fan ding, *J hat every other meſſenger and friend 
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| had been equally unſucceſsful ; though many 225 tra- | 


ced you as far as Rouen. Nor had the myſery of your 
fate ever yet tranſpired, though Lord Leiceſter was ad- 
 Mitted to be dead by every body. It was hoon out he 
expired in his way to Kenilworth Caſtle, 
was there laid in late, and afterwards interred at War- 
wick: but notwithſtanding this report was apparently 
| believed, as baving the weight of the Queen's credence, 
the ttrongelt doubts aroſe in the minds. of his friends 


and relations, upon their ſeizing Kenilworth Cafile, 


and various pofletions of his, as a ſecurity for ſums 
Cue to her; a condud little agreeing with the induls 
gence ſhe had for ſo many years ſhewn towards him. 
| ln fine, having bribed the ſervants employed in bla- 


zoning this pompous fiction, the family were indubi- 
| tably aſſured, the body buried under the name of Lord 


Almoſt ; 


| Leiceſer, was one procured for that purpoſe. 
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"Almoſt pety ified by this myſterious: and af:Aing rect- 


tal, I ftrove in vain to expound it; that Lord Leiceſter 
- was dead couid hardly be Joudted, but when, where, 


or how, imagination could not fathom. Yet the con- 
dut. of the Queen proved her too well informed Ah, 


where then is now-my Matilda? Where then that more 


unfortunate being, than even myſelf? Convinced, by 

a compariſon of circumſtances, that your death would 

alike have been publiſhed, but that by ſome undilcqve- 

rable event you ſurvived your Lord, I was led to con-. 
clude ſome convent in France fill ſupplied you a grave 


to groan in: yet even if ſo, why bury with you that. 
knowledge, for want of which ſo' many affectionate 


hearts have been racked !—Alas, my darling ſiſter, 
year after year have I vainly repeated to mylelf this 


on? affeting queſtion ;—Emerge, I beſeech you, if yet 
__ a1 inhabitant. of this world and. ſatisfy a fearſul heart 
which aches with fondneſs. Nay, if tranſlated to a bet- 


ter, and yet ſenſible of aught fablunary, oh deign to 


inform me! How often, in the depth of gs 
when the happier world are at reſt, have I called upon 


thee, impelled by an affection incapable of fear—but 
all was aw7ul filence—no voice replied to me—no form 
ob*rruded on the deep gloom where fight itlelf is loſt— 
yet the days that elapſe in incertitnde, Paſs not in vain; 
they inſenſibly urge forward one ordained to clear up 

every doubt. | p ; 


THEE TT 


"I drvwimat of Effex -—Ak; what GET (a7 7.1 dreamer 


| of ſex ? —Alas, 1 have dreamt of him my whole life 
long! —Something irangely intervenes between myſelt_ 


and my meaning, —No Wome, T am too RyPeftes now. 
to explain 1 Il, 
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: +0; theſe cruel wanderinzs!—but I dare not attempt - 
to correRt or avoid th-m, left in the very effort reaſon 
evaporate, 
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ev rapor ate, and one conſiderate: aroke ſhould confuſe. 
my whole ory. | 


Ss # # 


& 


| Alas, Lady Pembroke, how could you venture to l 
'te'l me Lord Eſſex was married :;—And to Lady Syd- 


ney too ?!—Gracious Heaven! I made myſelt a wretch 


then only to crown her ſuture days with unſpeakable. 
happineſs !—At this idea, overwhelmed paſſion breaks 
the feeble boundaries of reaſon and religicn, ſweeping 


away inferior ſorrows —my mother—my ſiſter—alas 
thoſe ties 10 dear, ſo revered, ſerve only to ſwell the 
flood that ſinks them. 


_ Hence, agonizing ſenſations a3 have drawn them 
_ up, Matilda, in one weighty ſigh. —Ah, ſurely my. 


-heart eſcaped unawares at the ime moment, it has left 
ſuch a fearful void within.—Yes, my iter, Effex 1s 

indeed married ; that very Effex for whom I more than 
__died,—and privately too—the ſacred, tender union, 
had every charm but honor—for Lady Sydney he in- 


_ curred the anger of the vendiftive Queen. —Gracious 


Heaven, I thank thee for that thought—it was not for 


me,—No, I was dying, withering at the heart far from 


the moſt falſe—Ah, ſtill the moit beloved of his ſexz,— 


that little thought ſtrangely conſoles me—rather in-_ 


_ deed would I have died, than have been a ſpot upon 
_ that radient ſun, my dim eyes no more mutt look up to. 


#044 


I perceive I have in the wild colourings of a Rr: 
Gered imagination, unfolded a truth my heart almoſt 


burſt with—this thunderſtroke concluded Lady Pem- 


broke's ſecond letier.—How deep, how dreadful was its 
effect !—tranquility, health, reaſon all fled before it—to 
_ the evils fate impoſes, however grievous, Or nature in- 


{:nſibly accommodates itſelf, but oh, when the arrows of 


calamity are winged by love, and dipt in poiſon by 
friendſhip, the wounds ney make always gangren*. 
The 
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| The idea of deceit, ingratitude, and unkindnefs, irritat- 


ed and preyed on me continually'—It brought of anv- 


ther Greenland winter's night, which laited many linger- 


ing months ; and in recovering I ſeemed to acquire a 


new diſpoſition. I had loR with my equanimity all tweet- 
neſs of temper—revenge ſeemed the only prificiple 
_ which ſupported my being, and I nouriſhed a projet 


in ſecret long efe I could bring it forward. Wonder 


- Not at this alteration, my ſiſter, misfortune ſerves'but 
to ſoften the ſoul, injury alone can render it callons. 


Ah, ſtrange! that we ſhould at the very moment im- 
bibe the vice by which we ſtffer. 


| Lord Arlington early in the ſpring reviſited St. Vin- 
cent's Abbey. My reſentment being levelled at a dear 
and diſtant objeR, I behaved towards him, when miſ. 
_ tres of my intelle&s, with a melancholy graciouſnefs 
which made him fancy them reſtored ; and propoſe tak- 
ing me with him to London, when neceflity obliged 
kim to return. I acquieſced with readineſs, as this 
was the very point to which I wiſhed to bring him, and 
_ my unexpeRed compliance, flattering the egregious 


ſelf-love that marked his charaQer, he was charmed 


with the effeft, without examining mto the cauſe. He 
was eaſily perſuaded that decorum would demand my 
being preſented at court, and undertook to propoſe it 


to Elizabeth :. while Lady Pembroke, amazed alike at 
all ſhe heard, and all ſhe ſaw, ſteadily oppoſed a projet 


fraught with ſo many painful uncertainties. But it 
_ was the paſſion of Lord Arlington to mortify Effex, and 
concetving that only in his power by preſenting to his _ 
eyes, the dear obje fatal circumiiances had robbed him 

of, and others yet more fatal] had wedded to himtelf, he 


WV 


ſoon becaine as intereſted in my wiſh, as if his own_ 


| heart had diftated it. The Queen heard it, as I fore- 


ſaw, with ſurprize, and declined it with ſcorn ; but ſhe 
ſoon found I had ſkill enongh to mange' even the fool 
ſhe had ſeleRed for me ; who perſifted in quitting the 


court if ſhe denied him the compliment due to his birth, 


| Elizabeth had now pur her peace ſo far into his power, 


that ſhe dared not entirely break with him, and fearful 
| lett 
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leſt the black hiſtory hid in my heart ſhould be publiſh- 
_ ed tothe world, were ſhe to urge her imprudent refu- 
ſal, ſhe at Jaſt reluctantly conſented to receive me. 
L heard this with a bitterneſs of ſpirit 1 once thought 


myſelf incapable of, and-brooded over the chars 4 tri- 


 _umph I had fo long projected. 


I deferred appearing at court from time to time, till. 

_ certain Lord Effex was returned from the camp. Alas; 

the univerſal pleaſure that return excited, ag aggravated | 
ed now 


my deep and increating reſentment. Diſting 
with the ſame partiality Elizabeth once awed to your 


Lord ; loaded with honours in his own perſon, and the 


_ chief medium through which others obtained them, 


Effex conduRted himfelf with ſuch nobleneſs as en- 


deared him even to thoſe whom he failed to ſerve : 


_ while the happy few who won his confidence, looked 
vp to him as to a being of a ſuperior kind. I, I alone 
_ dared filent]y to impeach his generoſity, his honour, =. 
integrity. Wearied with an everlaſting diſcuſſion of 


his merits in all companies, and-not daring to utter one 


ſyllable on the ſubje, leſt groans ſhould take place of | 
language, Ioften teſtifiedan impatience Lord Arlington 
conkrued into an extin&ion of that fatal paſſion I once 


entertained for his rival, and a dtte regard for the rights 


| which he had acquired over me. Charmed with this 


idea, Lord Arlington became laviſh in the jewels, and 


other cuſtomary ornaments ; and the tranquility with 
which I prepared to appear, lulled' every ſuſpicion to 


ſleep. Alas! while they were adorning me with the 
_ coſtly habiliments ſeleCted on the occaſion, 1 tock a ma- 


licious pleaſure in tracing the ravages grief had already 


_ made in my features, conſtitution, and figure; the firſt 


ſhrank, .wan, and withered, the latter emaciated be- 
yond all concealment I knew, however, thoſe who-. 


ſaw.me every day might deceive themſelves, in pre- 


ſenting this ſhadow to his eyes, whoſe ardent heart + 
once touched with colours yet more glowing, a form 


then rich with the gifts of nature, youth, and hope— 
Oh, well I knew what voiumes of Gag were 
contained | in a ingle look ! ! 
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I entered the Preſence chamber with an air of deter- 
mination, grandeur, and compoſure, aſtoniſhing even 


to myſelt, My ſoul found him the alone ſough: in a 


moment. Eſſex was reſting one arm on the back of the _ 
Queen's chair, in the fame familiar, gay, and graceful 
attitude I had ſo often ſeen Lord Leicelter aſſume, His 
dreſs, bold, magnificent, and martial His features 
(oh, theſe fatal features ! deltined to ſubdue alike my _ 
wiſe and erroneous reſolutions) lighted up by every e- 
motion youth, ſofinels, pride, and pleaſure ever blend-. 
_ ed. His fine eyes lightly glanced over each ſurround- ' 


ing objet, fixed at lait on me—fixed, I may well ſay, 


 —how deep, how deadly, was the effe& of that ſingle W 
look ! —his unfiniſhed ſpecch to the Queen became an-_ 


nihilated, while his quivering lips, in broken ſounds, 


breathed forth unutterable anguiſh. — Surprize, tender-_ 


neſs, grief,—ah, more than grief !—agony—chaſed a- 
way the bright exprefon of happineſs from every per- 
{eA feature, and flooded his eyes in a moment. 


ſtrongly impelled me to this ſtrange revenge. They 
told me, Ituifered my {elf to be led to the chair of the 
aeen, who no ſooner tn the common form preſented 


_ me her hand, than [ hanghuly, repelled it, and fixing 
my eyes on her with a dreadful meaning, gave a deep _ 


roan-and ſunk nicleſs at her feet. Elizabeth Rtart- 


_ ed up in high indignation, and reproaching Lord Ar- 


O 


lington is not leſs mad than myſelf, in thus obtrudi 
me Upon her, - retired precipitately to her cloſet. Not | 
muc! more f{enfible than mylelf, through aſtoniſhment = 

_ at a condudt fo nnexpeRted on my part, he foon ſo far _ 


reco,/zred his facn! 96h as to take the advice of his 


f ends, in trying to appeaſe the Queen: committing 
- mic to the care of thoſe around me. By this means a+ 
lone he eſcaped witneling a ſcene which touched the 
ſenſibility of every ipedtator. My friends bore me_ 


throuzhk the great gallery, as the way molt convenient z 
| PE TISS 1N 


No. 
longer remembri ing the place, the Queen, the circle, 0 
he ſtarted forward, and almoſt in the a& or kneeling, 
ſelt the abſurdity, and vaniſhed —with him too vaniſhed _ 
every trace of that miſapplied reafon which had ſo _ 


d. > Fa oa Sw gm—_Y ”—_ 


in the anti chambice leading to it, the unhappy ! lover] 
had taken a. barbarous fatisfation in wounding, bad | 
thrown himſelf on a couch to recover at leiſure. A 
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preſentiment of the fa& as the croud approached, made | 


him eagerly ſlart up, and reſigning himſelf to the im- | 
preſton of the moment, he ruſhed through them all, 
and ſnatching me with impetnoſity from thoſe who held 
me, placed me on the couch, and kneeling beſide it 
ſought to reanimate my chilied ſenſes with burning 
tears'and agonized embraces. A. thouſand times he 
called me © his dear betrothed love—his murdered, 
precious {Hinor,—here is ſome black artifice, ſome di- * 
abolica] villainy in this buſineſs,” would he cry, ftart- 

_ ing up haughtily, and throwing his inflamed eyes a” 
round, in dreadful fearch of him who happily was ab-_ 
ſent: *-Oh, it 1 find it fo, added he, they thall not 

"_— who ſevered us! By vague * and ralh exclamati- _ 
ie thus publiſhed the chief incident in our unhap-_ 
py {tor yz wie 


well-known voice 1 once fancied the grave only could 
CO fe my ear.to. 

This fcene, which every ſc NHowing moment threat-_ 
cned to make tatal, was at'laſt interrupted by the by” | 
pearance-of Lady Pembroke. The excellent under 
fianding © 4 that amiable woman, had made her from 
ny ont der a defire of appearing wt Conrt (even. 

napyrized of its motives) as the wild ſtart of at 
ted min ;- ſhe had employed intreaty and argu- 
vain to maxe me give X vp+ finding the'pr _— 
lik ke agrecable to. Lord Arlington and mytelt, ihe 
came Llent on the ſubje,- but deelined aecompanying 

e, and dreading "20 range. event, 1 
on apartments gn 


The news of my having irightened the Queen, 
4 broke up. the. Court, immediately reached her 
Iowever 'ofended at my obllinacy, ſhe was 
fv \C = ar its eftets, and readily emerged to ferve and 
2 me It poſible. 
EVO! TA the fond extravagance of Lord Efſex continual. 
Iy inc reaſed, ſhe beheld me in his al 1722, and heard his | 


[ alone, fill infenſfible, heard not the 


be. 


etired to her 
the palace, to tremble:for it in fe- 


Preſiing through the atloniſhed 


TJ? 
2) lamen- 


THE RECESS, &c. 


lamentaiions. Amazement i in her colleQed ning | is but 
a momentary emotion. * What are you doing my 
Lord? ſaid ſhe, with an air which recalled even him— 
is this the way to recover the ſenſes, or reaſon of, this 
dear unfortunate? remember the reſpect due both to 
her and yourſelf, and leaye her entirely to my care.” 
Neither prayers nor anger warped her from reQitude: 
the commanded. her ſervants to bear me to her barge, 
'and followed me herſelf The diſtracted Eſſex held 
her by force, and vainly ſolicited leave to attend me. 
With a dignity which eminently diſtinguiſhes that 
charming woman, ſhe chid him for a madneſs not leſs 
extravagant than my own, though tar more cenſura- 
ble, and requeſted her Lord to pay him an equal at- 
tention. 
The women who followed me into the barge forink- 
led me with water; that and the open air gradually re- 
_ vived thoſe faculties, ſo long dormant, they {ſeemed gone Ls 
for ever. I feebly lifted my head from the boſom of _ | 
Lady Perabroke, and wondered awhile how 1 came | 
| there, A thouſand gloomy uncertainties occurred to 
Tae, and a flood of tears at laſt fo far relieved me, as to 
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ſuffer my mind to fix on the fat. Lady Pembroke, : 
perceiving I was capable of attending to her, ſpared me_ s 

the trouble of enquiring into the paſt ſcene by relating : 

: it! with ſuch comments as an enlarged mind, and ten- ; 
- ger heart, would naturally dictate. My piles: were : 
yet low, and her gentle admonitiofs made a Cue im- ho 
| preiion. _ & Review the whole of this wild icheme, : 
my dear L-Uinor, ſaid the, and I think you will unite 3 

| with me in calling it ſo. The Queen (beyond your E; 

1 reach in this world) can amply retaliate on every one (- 
| dear to you, for the temporary alarngs and vexations We 
"you cauſe her. From the eyes of the nuble Efſex yea b 
v2! 
6 have ſnatched away a bandage, which ſaved both him R 
[ and yourſelf {rom danger. I have hitherto ſuffered 
: you to imagine him unſaithful and ovilty, becanſe an- bs 

| cer in your ſitnation, mutt be a much leſs dangerous A 

emotion than love. His whole 1oul is once more awak- _ p 

: encd, and [ would 1 in vain now aficd to deceive either bo 


—— he 
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— he will be heard—he will even be ſeen, if to the raſh | 
ardor of his temper you do not oppoſe the moſt inflexi- 
ble prudence— \las, my ſweet ftiend, what dreadful 
conflicts do I ſee before you !—conflidts, the ſtrong and 
untried ſoul would wiſh to ſhrink from—how then ſhall. 
your wounded ſpirit.”—* Fear not, anſwered I, nery- 
ed by the occaſion, my dear, my watchſul monitreſs ; 
born for conflict, I feem only to exiſt by that mental 
ation, and though I lament, with you, the invincible 
obſtinacy which has once more thus involved me, yet. 
þtlieve me I ſeem better able to bear every evil which 
may reſult from the vindication of Efex, than the 
_ dreadful weight of his ſuppoſed ingratitude. _ Foreve- 
ry other evil I had been accuſtomed to prepare my 
| heart.—l hat heart, cheriſhed by tears and ſofineſs, 


 Parted not into exceſs and inſanity, till thoſe ſources. 


were dried up. Ah, open again every fluice of plea. 
ſure !—Tell me Eſſex is indeed innocent, unaltered fs 
Tell me he is til] the incomparable being,my yourhſul | 
fancy krit worthipped !—Tell me, in ſhort, the whole 
truth, and fee if my ſoothed ſenſes are not equal t3 the 
confidence. — 7Tow little reaſon do theſe eager ex- 
clamations, theſe impaſſione ed tears, ard glowing cheeks, 
give me to think ſo, wiltiully replied the ſweet Lady 
Pemvroxez perhaps were it yet in my choice, I ſhould 
fill reſolve to deceive you, but in now revealing all, I 
amonly before hand with him, who in tenderiy urging 
a ju't vindication of his condut, would effeQually re---- 
eilabliſh himſelf in your affeAions. to the utter ruin of | 
the little peace Heaven has allowed you. 


I he deſperate ſtate of my health at the time yours... 


ff and filter ſo unaccountably vaniſhed, made my Lord 
guard againſt my obtaining that information with the 
2moſt cantionz'and the firſt alarm I received. was from 
the ſudden return, and perpetual viſits of the Earl of 
 Efſex. "Theſe were often at od: and improper hours, | 
end generally began-or ended: with a private conference. 
A corinnation of this conduR, even after I was able to 
quit ray apartment, gave me a diſgult to your lover, I 
aid nc: conceal from my Lord, He pleaded his unhap- | 
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_ pineſfs, as his.only, and indeed ſufficient excuſe, and 


thus latd himſelf open to my enquiries, which ſoon 0- 


 biiged him to-own the whole truth. Its deep effe& on 


me made Lord Pembroke congratulate himſelf on hay- 
ing thus long concealedit, My agitation and affetion 


| ſoon reconciled me to Eflex, and united me in his views. 


Wholly ingroſled by the hope of finding you, every day 


gave birth to a new projet in one or the cther- How _ 


many diſappointments did we experience! yet the fer- 


tility of his imagination being only equalled by the 
warmth of his heart, no toll diſcouraged him; and a- 
dopting all his aerial plans, I urged him to perſeverance, 


taking pleaſure ia heaping ſuel. on a flame, prudence 


ſhould rather have ſtifled. News happily arrived of 
Lord Leiceſter and Matilda, which renovating every 


hope in both him and me, I joined the deluder ſelf in 


_afſuring him, he was deſtined to reflore you to the no- 
ble exiles, and-in receiving your hand, tonnite himſelf 


at once in their happineſs and fate. 


*%, 


The romantic heroiſm interwoven in bis charaQer, 


made him readily liften- to theſe plealing deluſions; till. 


a ftirange rumour reached us one day, that you had been 
married to Lord Arlington, in the preſence of Lord 
Burleigh, and left by him at St. Vincent's Abbey. Im-_ 


_ preſſed with the ſtrongeſt reliance on your faith, Eſſex 


refiſted it in the warmeſt terms, and ſeemed ready to fly 
to the ſpot where it was reported ycu yet exiſted, The 


paleneſs of -my countenance reproved his implicit con- 
 fidence. The name of Burleigh, the remembrance that 


Arlingten had lately quitted the Court, that intuitive 
ſenſe which arranges and combines a thouſand important 
nothings, tending to ſtamp a ſad conviction more inſtan- 


_ taneouſly than one can pronounce a ſentence, now told 
me that it was true. —L.ord Pembroke propoſed going * 
'to the Minifter, and thus deciding the point. We 


oladly conſented, and Eſlex traverſing the room in great 
agitation during the interval, found athouſand reaſons 


to juſliſy his opinion ; ſo caufiouſly collefted, as ſhew- 


cd he was not without a Jecret ſear. Lord Pen.broke 
atlength returned, and confirming tae fatal news ad- 
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ded, Lord Bnileigh had fhewn him the contradt, ſigned 
by both. But what was the paleneſs imprefled on my 
countenance, to that which ſpread over the florid com-. 
plexion of your lover at this fatal confirmatiop ! The: 
filent ſtrugole in his foul, ſurely combired every pang 
of death, without affording its relief. — Sprech and co- 
lour at laſt returned; his complexion now glowed 
with indignation, while his lips trembled with tranſports 
of ' bitterneſs and grief, He quitted us precipitately, 
and my. Lord devoting himſelf .to aflnage my forrow, 
_ was not immediately ſenſible of the departure of our - 
friend. Alas! could either of us poſſibly have ſufpeR- - 
__ ed thefate, the untoward Fate, that awaited him ! - 
____ The moment Lord Eſſex thus abruptly -quitted our 
houſe, -he haſtened to that of Sir Francis Wallmgham ; 
Where he found only Lady Sidney, who, ſeeretly as 
ſenſible of his merit, as ſhe had before beerr of my bro-. 
ther's 'received him with equal :ſurprize and pleaſure. 
_ Without entering iato thermotives which inflacnced is | 
conduc, he eagerly tendered himſelf to heracceptanc?. 
Her objeQions were thoſe of ore who wiſhed to be per- 
 ſuaded, and he wont neither hear of demur or deiayt 
his own Chaplain was quickly ſummoned, andthemar- 
riage ſolemnized in a manner, almoſt as ſadden and ſo- 
litary as-your-own.—Ah, fatal marriages both! begin 
ning and ending in. tears!—'This news broke npon us 


with the morning. . Lord Pembroke was aſtcnithed. I 


reccmmended to him to haſten to the wretched bride- 
groom, and reconcile his mind to the unlucky choice he 
had thus prezipitately made, ere raſh exprefliions of 
grief of diſappointment ſhould rouſe that turbulent ſpi- 
rit which made my amiable brother's philoſophy ſo. 
_ ſoon give way to diſguſt. Well we knew the fiery ſoul 
of Effex would ſpurn at ſuch a bondage, however vo- 
| Juntary. | | | Cie 

. The contempt and coldneſs both Lord Pembroke and 
myſelf had always ſhewn to this imperious woman, - 
who firſt introduced diſcord into a family, before diſtin- 
guiſhed by unanimity, rendered this a great effort of 
friendſhip. The time loſt in reconciling our feelings to 


nd 


J a | the 
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the condeſcenſion, made it wholly uſeleſs. My Lord 


found Sir Francis almoſt annihilated with ſurprize, and 


_ underſtood at once that his daughter was in fits, and 
Lord Eſſex gone. Unable wholly to conceal the ans» 


guiſh that preyed on his ſpirits, and flattering himſelf a 


: generous confidence in his bride might in time cement. 


their union, by the charm of eſteem at leaſt, I'flex had 


| Jaid open his whole heart to her. The mortal hatred 


ſhe ever entertained both for yourſelf and ſiſter, the 
wanted judgment at this period to [tifle. The melar- 
choly Effex, who ſought for pity, not paſſion, incauti- 


_ onfly defended her be had unwarily arraigned. The 


vindiQtive temper of his bride, blazed ſorth i in all us lit-. 
tlenzſs, and the quarrel roſe ſo high, that early the 
next morning he ordered his horſes, and calling her at 
once, *his error and his puniſhment, ”? he. took his 
leave, with the bitter remark, that © he ſollowed in all 


things the fate of Sir Philip Sydney.” A reproach like 


this might well ſhock the moſt callous heart: it threw 


Lady Ffſex into fits. —R- gardleſs of. this, her Lord 
mounted, and departing with the utmoſt ſwittneſs, was. 


ſoon out of the reach both of friends and enemies. 
The Queen, who was every day more partial to EC 


ſex than the had been the former one, inſenlibly had ſuf 


fered him to take, both in her heart and court, the place 
of Lord Leiceſter: - It was the opinion of many, that 
ſie intended to marry kim, and the rage this ſtep of his 


_ excited in her, lent force to the extravagan! conjecture. 
Deeply ceſenting alike: his hally marriage, and abrupt 
departure, ſhe banithed his Lady the Court, nor did. 
ſie Franciseſcape a reprimand, however undelerying it, 

Eſfex ſoon fitted out ſome ſhips, with which he jorn- 

ed Drake and Norris, and his fame daily endearing him 


more to the Queen, the could hardly ſupport that ap- 
pearance of retentment ſhe thought due to his temer ty, 
and inceffantiy languithed for his return, - 

We ſoon had letters trom the Earl, acknowledging. 
the raſh ttep he had taken in marrying, and that to &- 


void bluſhing for 1t 1n our preſence, he had thus exiled 


himſelf. Though pride mauve him {till ſpeak of you 


Will 
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with acrimony, it was obvious from the tenor of the 
whole letter, that he had quitted England, no Iefs th 
avoid ſeeing you, than living with the woman he had 
inveſted with a legal right to make him unhappy. Ihe . 
generous anxiety he ſhewed for your lifter in fe: ang, 
even at this juncture, Sir Walter Curtis once more to 
Rouen, with dire&ions to ſpare. neither trouble or mo- 
ney to diſcover Matilda, was another new inſtance cf - 
that nobility of mind, which always graces even ns 
Faults, Conſecrating his cares to a more noble purſuit 
than love, he thus ſought to fill up the void, the aching 
_ void, that blighted paſſion had left in his heart. 

He was not born for ination: and foon his Garipg 
ſpirit employed the thoughts of the whole nation ; when 
_ Elizabeth, who knew too well its prefent exertions 


were but the wild efforts of diſappointment and deſpair, - 


relaxed at once from-a'F her appareut rigor, and recalled 
him. Diſguſt had ſunk fo deep; that he fil} hefitated, 
_ and nothing but herperemptory command could mduce 
kim to return. While in daily expectation of him. {[ 
received your firſt Jeiter. It contained not a wor: 
could inform me of your real ſituation, or the mnrtves 
of an ation fo eccentric, as your acceptance 0t Lord 
Arlington. Your Jong ſilence, your obſcure and laconiu 
eplitle; the ſtrong deſire I had to fee tranquility refor- 
ed to yourſe!t and your lover, though happineſs had . 
| eſcaped both, made me reſolve to ſhew him the letter 
im which he was not even named, if once the ſubjet 
aroſe; from this I gueited he would moſt probably con 


ciude the union with your own free vill, as, well as 


the retired file of your preſent life. An opporcunity 
Joon offered; nor was I miſtaken in my judgment Lord 
Efſex peruted it in fi'ent altoniikment, , and the convidti- 
on tit conveyed produced a ſurpriſing alteration in his 
mind and manners. No ſymptom of either pride, paſ- 
ſion, or diſappointment, from that mon:ent, has been 
vilible in his condut. Conforming at once to his ſate, 
he profited by the indulgence of the Queen, and reſfoly- 
ed to live decently with his wife, if not happily. Ne- 
ver {ince have i heard your name from his lips—1 knew 

| | : 3 not 
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not it hved even in his heart; and ſindins this a1ifice 


. . n Aa » : © o * =. 
to tuccefstu] with one, I reſolved to try it with the 


| FI p T7 ; : nA 4 
_ oter, | When you related to m2 the cruel fiction by 


wInch Lord Burleigh wrought upon your ſeelings, what” 
purpoſe would it have an{wered to inform you, Efex 
vas never concerned in any plot—never impriſoned, 
much leſs condemned. - 'The high ſenſe you entertain- 
ed of a ſacrifice, apparently unvalued by him, made ir 


improbable anyexplanation, oreven converſation, ſhould 


take Place between minds thus deeply and juſtly offend- 
cd with each other, How then was I chagrined to ſee 


301, on your arrival in London, ſondly nourifh ſera 
wnlathomable projet, which threatened wholly to de- 


feat mine !- Finding all advice inefieaual, I thought it 
mot judicious to leave your mind to its en workings; 
honing the gentleneſs of your nature, would counter- 
a& the irritations of your paſſions. Alas, my Gear, 
ihis fatal day ſhews me my error, and its extent. In 
how many ways will you now wound the noble heart 
of Effex!— Tortured at once with the anguith of ail- 
appointed, mmyured, iove, the narrow doub:'s of his vn- 
tratatie wife, and the arrogant vigilance of the Queer, 
His iſe will, from this momeat, be as devoid of cym- 
fart, as it has long been of hope.” NE DEN! 
The tender motives which diftated this Jate conſe. 
on, as well as the palt concealment; the melanchg!y' 
:nferenc2 with which Lady Pembroke concluged, al! 


Taade a deep impreiſion, and opened every fluice of 


| i : IN 
renderneds, tothe great relief of my opprefſed and burn- 
12 heart, © No, ray ger Crocus, amiable Triend, return- 
el I in a more cqual tore than Lady Pembroke expe@- 
e] I cannot miſconfirue a condut which has ever had 
p, S&.g . * m , = . . 1 ® 
the moſt npright intention ; and in doing jullice to that. 


of the aſlifted Efſex, you 1upply me with motives for 
an exertion I ſhouid otherwiſe ſink under. 'T he neceſ- 
firy for preventing part of the evils my imprudence muy + 


accafion, will recall me to reafun, honor, and myſe!t. 


+ 


—-Oh, thou! cried I, melung. into tears, too dearly 


| | : Dy ” as "> ws "WY I 
beloved, too deeply lamented, pardon me if I pals a 


dark ard dewy cloud over the bright ſcar of thy diſtin - 


puilhed 
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cujſhed Heiavs: ſoon will it emerge with undiminifl :£d 
 {plendor, while I alone thall Erop 1 in tears , enriching 
the earth that hides me, And thon too, moſt 1 {4% Ore 
ed among women, it being bo ;rn to thare his fate, en» 
deavour but to make ir happy, and ſhe who has no uſe 
ſor life, but to weep thy lot, will join to crown it with 
cvery earthly felicity. I find my fuctuating mind un- 
equal to eater ing furtber on the interelting ſubject, con- 


cluded I on arriving at home. . Adien, wy dear Lady 
Pembroke, be this embrace the p.edge of mutual par-. 


don; and it you have not bluſhed for the laſtras well as 
6rſt, time for your poor friend, her beiter ſelf muſt 2- 
' gain deſert her.” She ſtrained me to the pureſt boſom 


that ever beat, and left me once more alone with that 


unſtable counſellor, my own erring heart. 


'The.return of Lord Arlington, mduerated' by the 


rage of the Queen, and the ſurmiſes of the Cour, tried 
my firmelt relotutions: perhaps even thoſe would have 
been unequal to the.conflic, but that I remembered my 


promiſe 10 Lady Pembroke, and was determined to ſup- 
ply a bright example to that noble lover, I now conti:- 


dered as equayly-urfortunate with myſelf. I remained 
from this period wholiy at home, -yet'not without ex- 


petting tome imtelligence from Lord Eftex; though 1 
knew not how he couid poſhivly convey it. TIt reached. 


me at lain the moſ extraordinary. manner, Jagy 
Pembroke Tine the firlt interval of.lonelinets to a 


dreſs me. + * Perplexed circumſtances make firan ge | 


KK 


emiſſaries, id ſhe hghing,—w ho wonld hav? Nag! [2% 


Nega ; 


i ſhould requelt to convey the-letier of Lord Eftex 1: 
you, Ellinor? but finding him pRIET ay on thn ac - 
areſiing you, 1 voluntarily undertook the trufl, as well 
, 2ojudge of all that paiſed, as to prevent his ao 
himſelf and you to whatever ſervant. be' could bribe, 
and perhaps, i: he erred in+þis choice of a metienger, 
it would be to the ruin of your peace end reputation. 
Hardly hearing this generous preamble, my eager 
eves. were fixed on the letter, and I gave ihe fair ha nd 
that held it tne ſpontancouns kils I was at firit tempted 
to. beltow onthe precious paper. Ah, how affetting 
| were 
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were the emotions produced by the ſight of that well : 


known hand! Fis language was impatlioned, and inco- 


herent—he accuſed himielf, me, the friends of both, 
and the over-ruling fate which atuated all. He ſeem- 


cd ailured !raud, myſtery, and a thouſand yet unknown _ 
execrable arts had been combined to ſeparate us. He 
conjured me to diſcover both the perſons and the means. 


He fpoks of Lord Arlington rather as a weak tool in 


the hands of his more craſty enemies, than the object 
of that deep and eternal reſentment, which only flepr 
till I ſupplied it one. © Scorn continued he, the 
narrow prejudices of cuſtorn, and your ſex, nor .be 
wholly the facrifice of fituation. Dare to be ſincere, and 


think an adherence to your firik-ſacred vows (vows, 


dear as inviolable) the true point of honour, of religi- 
en, and morality. Oh, call to mind the fatal moment 
when you tore yourſelf inexorably, from arms that 
beanteous form no more, perhaps, ſhKI fill. —A little 


-conncence, a ilttle fa#th, had then made both happy; 


now, alas, they can only make us leſs miſerable. Yet 
ſpeak, my betrothed love, concluded he—tell me all— 
Once more I conjure you, by thoſe rights-your falthood, 
cr ceativ alone can annul, tell me ail; and by your 
care of the life which throbs within this agitated boſom, ; 
ive me a motive for wiſhing it to linger there.” i 
As t pernſed this touching tranſcript of his ſoul, 
Fine melied within me.—Nevertheleſs, 1 relolved to 


at up to the idea 1 bad formed, and ſnatching a pen 


1 rags re; liedto him: 
© In giving you ny heart, my Lord, I own I gave 
you 7 a right, in every ation of my life which though 
events may {uſpend, they cannot annihi! ate.—Alas, the 
only right I reſerved to myſelf, was that of concealing 
an; nt which roigh t render yOu unhappy. Suffer me 
then, to bury in this boſom, the con.biuation of fatal 
events which tore us from each other. Need I tal 
you, they bave wrungy it even'to phrenzy z tor nothin 
leſs eould have juith eGe3 the preweditated ſhock I cri. 
elly rave you, 'i he deep effett of my preſence—per- 
haph « fur why thouid 1 cenceal 1t?) thatof your own, 
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join with. a ſevere diity in telling me, while thus cir- 


cumltance:}, we muſt meet no more. Ihe world, 
buſy partial jndge, delights in beholding the go 


of thoſe painjul ſentences it impotes, Ah, choen Gf 
_ my ſoul! remember its aflitions can only be compicted 


_ by your failing in the arduous trial, 1 am other wite re- 
' folved 10 ſuſtain. Rob me not of the metancuoly pics 
fure fortune {till allows me, in whatever {olitud2 1 am 

 henceforih buried, of thinking him 1 triefted irom all 
mankind, was every thing but an Angel. 


\ Above the flavery of opinion, I kno w no guide but 
_rectitude: 7hat tells me, Heaven ufelf will approve 


the efforts.I yet make 1o charm you to life, to great- 


neſs, and to glory.—Oh, awful tather of unriv erial be- £ 


ing! whoie wil alone conld ſnatch irom cach rhe onty 
object i in creation, ſanctity to the noblelt purpoſe thee 
diclates of my reaſon; aud form both for the ſeparate 
Jots-appointed us. Eeevate the paſſions of my Eitic:: 


above the little motives of revenge, .or maliec—!ublime 
his love mito phiſanthropy, his rage into heroiſm. -—\ nd, 


oh! on the frail heart which now bleeds before thee, 
beltow patierce and refignation, {o-to paſs each lon 


day as it the next. were to unite me to him. I ſolicit 


not ſtrength v0 expel him from that heari=—no, rather 

may he ever continue ts tioje objeQ; - but be his conduct 
| fo ennobled, that when both are called with the whole 
wortld before thy dread tribunal, I may look down on 


the mi-judging part of it, and truly fay, Father, it is 


not Eiflex 1 have loved, but Virtue in his perſon.” 
This paſſionate apoltrophe, however highly wrought, 
in the cool judgment. of Lady Perabroke, was even in 
her opinion entirely calculated for the romantic ſpirit 
to whom it- was. addrefſed. I car neltly beſonght the 
amiable [lex to ſuffer this to end the correſpondence, 
- which admiited not an indulgence beyond thoſe con- 
veyed in the letter; and vave 1t into the hands of my 
triend, with that iweet ienie of {clſ-applauſe, which 


ever attends the conicicuineH $ of having gone beyond 
Aa painf al _— 


Yes 


os 


tul fwords, a d ice which will beiriead me, 
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Yes, Rill this dear ſenſation remains to ine —it ifros 


; Cry 


_ Giares at infervals the deep gloom which ſteeps my ſoul, 


and annihilates my ſentcs.—-I fear 1 begin to wander, . 
jor Ty hand writing appears to my own eyes that of 
Lfiex. Uh, how tight my head, . my heart: ſeems 
void! '—will no one looſen the ſhrunk hbres{-— Hark! 
1s nat that the x ovorkl :—Nc—TIt was s but NINE mw voice. 
o the Winter's wind: 


—_—_ 


Poor Bfſex!-——and did my letter thus deeply ales. 
im i—Did he fo fondly preſs 1t to his hips !2=Did he. 
lifter it with his tears? Thoſe I have ſhed for thee, 
Efex, would have dr gee thee had they been trea- 
ſtred. Unegualied Lillng Oh, molt adored !— 
Yes, 1 will purſue the brighe wanderings of the pure ; 


mind I have aſſed to unlettle, and be all ſhe wiſhes . 


me from this moment,” =— —(Who told him 1 wandered 
then, 1.,wonder !—l am ſure I always ftrove again{l it 


before him)——Ah, Gear and precicus ſentiments! how 


Ty fovi ;:mbibe ; the charm !— Have ou nota penknife, 
1s me Pembroke, to write theſe words in my heart—on 
my very heart i Oh, 1 would have them fink Geep- : 
deer —troul 4 ſect as welt as ſee ther. And thou too, 
memory, tYEACIErOBS Memory, ior once do thou retain | 

le pleatent tore Of the voice that repeated then.—not i 


even Lady Pembroke's own is ſo harmonious, 


% Sy 
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Mar*:age to I. or Arlington did you ſay ?=Oh, ſieh 1 
A mar inge len WW hat >&1d he gan by villainy and fraud : FE: 


"the m ſoppor table ſociety of 2 31d wretch, whoſe wea- 


ry ſpirnt threatened every moment to eſcape, and leave _ 
in his arms the vile droſs he thus' purchaſed, —And yet 

they tell me it is {ebe drags me about with him ſtill, - 
-nd calis:me_ hic—hbis, Oh H eavenc !-— Put I am ado. 
ay elſe, mark that—mark that, or we ſhall:perhaps - 
Lave murder; ard. 1] not tpere toc ſtep berween the ta- 


Matilda: 
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Matilda, I have not told you about that I think- 


but T am not very able juſt now, ſuch a heavy fleepi- 
nels ſeals, up. every faculty—and yet if I don't now, L 
Never may wake more you know—but I have waked 
over and over again now I recolleR, till I am quite 
tired, and ſo for once I will ſink quietly into a Jomber. 
and dream os you.. 


SS S- @: 


Let me ſnatch a moment of reaſon and recolleQtion_ 


to forward my ſtory.—-In purſuance of the good reſo- 


jutions I had formed, I requeſted leave of Lord Arling-. 


ton to reſide for the future wholly at St. Vincent's Ab-_ 
bey ; to which he Teadily conſented. If my offered 
retirement did not wholly obviate his ſuſpicions, it left 
Him at leaſt no pretence for tormenting me with them, 
His charaQer I ever found of a common ſtamp; credu- 
ons and mntable, yer ſelf-witled and paſtionate: Vain 
of the rights of his rank, without merit to diſtinguiſh 
them, he always conceived himſelf jnjured when ano- 


ther was preferred ; and the partiality of Elizabeth to- 


wards his rival, offended him-almoft as 5 MUCH as that 
Thad ſo obvionfly exprefſed. _ 

The generous 'Effex reſneRted my peace and virtue. 
fo far, that after another fruitleſs effort to perfuade me 
to fee him, he confented to purſue the path I had tra- 
ced out ; and fatisfied of my fidelity ſwore facredly to. 
cheriſh the ſentiments I had permitted him to retain, 
It was needleſs to aſk partial intelligence of a man who. 
employed the voice ot the,kmgdom. 1 had fortunately 
diſtinguiſhed one, fame had a adbp "ted. I thereſore took 
a tender leave of Lady Pembroke, and mingling my 
parting tears with a th+u/and unſpoken bleflings, by an 


_ effort of virtue 1 admired in myjelf, '] botdly enccun-. 


tered my fate, deterruined to wie-rrary fore to 1ender 

it as ſupportab, e as might te, OE on 
St. Vinceni's Abbey again received me. This man- 
fion Lord Arlington had purcha'cd at the time of his 
WAATIIYE, > leſs for any charms he perceived in it, than 
| the 
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the advantages of the country round, which ſupplied 
him every variety of rural diveriion. Here I at laſt 
began to breathe, and forming :ny mind to that melan- 
choly repole, a decided deſtiny however deplorable, 
_ allows, I called to my aid the ſuſtaining principles of _ 
religion and morality. I turned my feeble teet towards 
every dwelling misfortune had paſſed over, and raifing_ 
both with gitrs and ſoothing the ſad wretches ſhe had 
depreſſed, reflefting back into my own boſom the com-_ 
forts I had beltowed. I gathered into the Abbey ſuch. 
_ of their children as were weakly and deformed, and _ 
while thoſe blefſed with florid health purſued the track 
of labour, the others were inſtrufed in tapeſtry, point, 
reading, writing, and muſick, according to their tex and 
_ age. Surrounded by thefe affeting objets,. who thus 
ſound 1n the liberality of art, a counterballance for the _ 
unkindneſs of nature, I ſometimes touched my lute 
_ with ſenſations fo ſublime, that fancy diſperſed every 
| bodily imperte&tion in my little auditory, and lighting 
_ up their cheeks with the f{oitelt tinge of the morning, I 
ſeemed to ſee 1h: human robes of wretchedneſs drop 
_ off, andthe light pinions of 1mmortality wave towards 
"Heaven. —Svtriving by ſuch, and indeed every means in 
my power, to ſhut out the fruitlets wiſhes for loſt hap- 
pineſs, which {ti{] beat fervently at my heart, I filled - 
up with unceaſmg employments the long, Jong years, 
Often did my feet wander towards-the cel] and the Re- 
ceſs, - Often in the wel}-known windings of that woed, 
where once we carro!led together notes as careleſs and 
pleaſant as thoſe of the birds. around us,. have l pauſ- 
<£d, my lifter, and watered with embittered. tears the 
precious memorials of days that never could return. 
Conſcious I could 1! brook the leaft doubt, or enqui- 
Ty into my condua, I made it an invariable rule never 
to paſs the gate unaccompanied z; yet Lord Ariington 
conceived an antipathy to this ſolitary alylum every | 
day increaſed: 1 did not compliment him with a total 
forbearance of theſew amuſements innocenceand retire-. 
ment allowed. Alas, I learnt from his conduct, that 
jealouſy, the moſt reſtleſs and anfatiate of ail our pi fi- 
I: ER Qns, 
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ons; minglesi in the habit, even when driven out of. the | 
| heart, ——Had his love known the refinements common to 
that paſſion in a generous nuture, he would have felt 
| thatan unhappy attachment is nouriſhed by ſolitude and 


| home ; and that the perſon who once reſolves to ven- 
ture abroad, ſhews a noble reſolution to contend with 


it. A thouſand times he haunted my footſteps ; he 


broke in upon my lonelineſs. You would have thought 
he had taken pleaſure in ANEAE the tears and. re- 
grets he. firit occaſioned. | | 
_ The dotage of the Queen became every day more 
manifeſt ; and even the blow, the in one of her wild 
tranſports gave Bſlex, more difgraced herſelf than him. 
—Flis intrepid reſentment—jis uncourtly fincerity=—— 
his haughty retirement—every aon of his:life con- 
firmed that admiration I til] thought myſelf entitled to 
_ cheriſh. The unbounded power he afterwards poſlef]- 
ma whe reconciled, thewed the extravagance of her 

attachment ; and Elizabeth cruel, incxorable tome in 
every Other inſtance, crowned'to her own difgrace in. 

this, the only wiſh "A had permitted me to retain. 
| After ſeveral ineffequal efforts to gain diftinftion at 
Court, Lord Arlington conceived himielf injured, and 
 byretiring wholly 1 into the country, perſecuted me the 
_ year round with his company, But not having a taſte 
for the ſciences, nor any of thoſe reſources a firong un-. 
\erftanding involuntarily ſupplies, even to the unfor- 
tunate, he exiſted only while employed. Haw] King, 
hunting, and fithing ſpun out the tedious years, and_ 


ruſtic company often cloſed the evening with intoxicas 


#F-tion, "That apathy my exhauſted paſſions had now 
ſunk into, appeared to his undicerning mind content; _ 

and as his own love abaved, he fancied mine increaſed ; 
till he made a diſcovery his molt needy paraſite Never 
feconded—that we were at length enGraly happy: 
'Fo confirm this ſur prizing happineſs, ! which exiſted 
oply i in his OWN imagination, and perhaps owed its crea- 
tion to continual inebriation) he relolved to exterminate 


thoſe ruins where I had owued L pale ed uf chijdhood, 
and 
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and which, he thought ſtill kept alive embittered re- 


membrances time would otherwiſe eraſe. His Steward 
ſuggeſted that the materials were wanted. to erect a 


manyufacure in the neighbourhood, and that the cutting 


_ down theſurrounding woods, now grown to valuable 
_ timber, would more than agfiner to the expenſe ine 
curred; while new plantations would at once open the 
_ profpet on that ſide the Abbey, and deprive.me of an. 
inanjmate; obje& of affection, of which Lord Arlington 
fill entertained a jealouſy as excefhve as prepolfterous. . 


This propoſal met the ſtrongeſt oppoſition from me 
on every acconnt ; it was dreadtul to-think of annihilat- 


ng every trace of youth ; -every obje&t which could re-_. 
jan" me I had ever been beloved or connected. To 


diſturb the ſacred aſbes of-my early proteRors, and 
leave them expoſed to the winds of Heaven, and the 


hands of the labourer—But it was yet more dreadful to 


me to riſque the little peace 1 had been able to colle& 
from the wreck of ail, my. hopes—to wake withes, 


_ which were periaps torpid, only becauſe vain—tp - 
tempt Lord Eflex to break the promiſe I had wrung. 

from him—in ſhort, to take the moſt remote chance of 

_ again beholding him—ſor to prevent .the daily regret I 

might experieace at being a ſpetator of this difagree- 

| able metamorphoſis in my favourite ſpot. Lord Arling- 


ron was determined to take me for that time to London, 
In vam I remonitrated; the fironger my difgull appear- 


ed, the leſs he imagined he had to dread ; nor among _ 


OO 


| his whole round of ſuppoſitions, once thought it 
poſlible I could fear myle}{. Painful experience now - 


reminded me that. the leaſt hint on this ſubject would FY 


be ruin, andevery other reaſon ſtrengthened his defign, 


I was compelied to yield to 1— How readtly, with e-: 
very paſhng mite, recurred he dear hahitu { imprefſi- 
ons! My quickened puiles were ayain animated by my 
heart, and. I beheld even the paiace withour diigult, 


becauſe 1 flex reizned ihcre, L ady Pembroke inet me 


with an NE LOG neither time or abſence bad chilled. 


She turveyed my ame:ded ooks wiilh infuure faiisfac- 


tion, and flattered hericif, becauſe I was no longer a 


lpectre, 
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f-care, Lins happy. Ah) manch erring friend, the 

_ embers of that fatal fire tears had almoſt quenched, 
2zain were gradually relighting !—I felt almoſt difap- 
pointed at hearing Eftex was ſtill on the ſeas; that. 
crowned with victory at_ Cadiz, his valour had only 
been ſurpaſſed by his conduct. The ſenfation this 
news excited, rendered me {enfible of the precipice on 
which. I ſtood, and thanking Heaven moſt devoutly 
tor bis abſence, I acknowledged 'n it my ſafety. 

'The few friends fortune had leſt me welcomed my 
reinrn with ardor; and in their ſociety my ſubdued 
foirits nighe have tound ſome relief, had I been per- 
mitted an uniimited ſhare of it; but Lord Arlingron 

jaw the ppg in a chferent point of view when min-. 
pled with its and at a diſlance. The habit of being. 
informed of every employment of mine he did not _ 
witneſs, had now grown upen lum ſo ſtrongly, that he | 

had laid 47 embars co cn my time, and ſuffered none of 
it to be palied ont of his own houſe, without he was of 
the party. Incignation was by nature the marking fea- 

_ tnre of my ſou!.—Alas, what ſufferings had it already 
entailed upon Tae Jnnns ] Dis zlaring inal at:oance- rocked | 
my feelings, and ſtruck at my principles——"Thoſe 
traits of bitterneſs and wiidneſs I had Rrove to oblite- 
Tate in ſ{fojitude and filence, again appeared in my cha-' 
raſter; I became ſullen and impenetrable—fax my 
_ own fake I forbore violence and error, but I noTenger 
Car os whether I was ſuppoſed to do m — Perhaps Lord 
Arlington was not ſo culpable as he at tirſt appeared; 

_ for the hatred cf the counteſs of 'Effex mexorably pur- 

2 luzd me.—From the faral moment. when I fainted at 
Court, the believed herfe/f licenſed in her injurious 
turmiles, they had long known no bounds, and expect- 

ing her Lord home daily, ſhe by remote and artful in- 
nations poiſoned the mind oz mine, to ſecure her 

ſrom any danger ſhould Effer arrive... 
. Weak and migudging Gan —had ſhe cenerouſly 
FHmpath nod in the cruel events which robbed me of 
my happineſs, to caſt it away on her, my melting heart 
would have ſpent its aft breath in wiſhing that happi- 
A liCisS 
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neſs perpetuated. The pureſt mind alone pttrads tire 
venom of the world, as the ether the. vapors of the 
earth ; but like that, unicls agitated to a fiorm, joon 
recovers its clearneſs, and inſenſibly returns | in blefings 
the grofineſs it exhaled. Far from meditating any in- 
| Jury to the Counteſs 'of Effex, I reſpeted too much 
| the peace of her huſband's mind to recall to his remem- 
" ___. brance; a wretch born but to deltroy | | 
/ Nevertheleſs, I did-not think virtue herſelf. wo 1d . 
| «- _refaſe me one little ſatisfation, T could not but ultvs ; E-- 
] a picture of the ſtorming of Cadiz had been drawn by 
". a Spaniſh. painter taken there, and ſent by Effex to 
we || ___LEurd Pembroke. Among the many portraits it pre- 
i. ſerved, his own was the moſt conſpicuous : : and every 
i one pronounced it the fineſt ever drawn, It attracted 
"W - __ the curiolity of all ranks cf people, and. rhe gallery 
i it was placed in was ſcarcely ever empty. It was 16 
much the topic of difcourſe, that faſhion muit have 
excited a defire in me to ſee it, had my heart been un- 
intereſted. Yet the unreaſonable jealouſy of Lord Ar- 
Jlington condemned me to ſilence: nor dared I propoſe 
mrs Lang Pembroke at this criſis, left the deſire 
ſhould be conſtrued into a proof of mental guilt. My 
_ nature ſpurned at the conſtraint to which I found my- 
Telf ſubjefted ; and my amiable friend (fearful I thould 
_ ſaikfeg in my inteile&ts more ſeverely. for the felf-denial, 
thanÞT poliibly could for the indulgence) planned a me- 
thod by which the thought. the ili cftes of either gore 
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S cd againlt. 
1B | The Queen pave an entertainment at Creenwich, on 

_ Fiz the marriage of one of her favorites, to which ſhe in- 
"mh 'vited the whole court z and a variety of maſques and 
_Eika other entertamnments were projetted. — Lady Pembroke 


could not diipenle with appearing there, nor could Lord 

Arlington. Convinced he mult for once be ſitiely av. 

_ ſent, the propoſed calling in her barge ere fie went to 

Greenwich, and conveying me to hgr houle, leaving 

me in the gallery, with orders to her E&rvants to attend 
me home whenever TI plcaſed. | 

In this project ther2 was nothing PT Sa FTA | 


unſaſe ; 
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unſafe ; and I embraced it readily. Lord Arlingtom, 
I knew, was to beat Greenwich in the mc-ning, as the 
| bridegroom was his relation, and I waited for the ap- 


pointed moment with an impatience thoſe only who 


| live like me whole years upon a look can judge of. 


Lady Pembroke executed this deſign with as much. 


facility as ſhe had formed it ; and paſſing on to Green- 


wich, committed me to the care of her family, who. 
_ were told it was my intention to copy a beautiful draw- 
ing of their Lady, fixed up in the gallery. How dif- 
dainful of myſtery is a truly nobie ſoul ! IT Rtopt ſhort 


on the treſhold, and could I without fingularity have 
ventured immediate! 'y to return, | had not entered the 
houſe. Ir was filent and ſolitary ; all but the inferior 
domeſtics having followed either their Lord or Lady. 


3 he ſervants who conducted me locked the door by 


- which I entered, to guard me from intruders, to whom 


_ this pictnre had accuitomed tkem.—Ah, how lively 
was my emotion, to hehoid the teatures :ngelibly 1N- 


Preſſed on my heart, perpetuated with almoſt the 


ſame ſtrength and truth! In the a& of wreſtin a ſword 
{the inflamed eye of him who held it, ſhewed had a 
moment before been pointed at the Engliſh General's 
boſom) Effex proudly looked down on the furrounding 


) 


Spaniards; whoſe impaffioned geltures ſupplicated for 


the life of him who had thus immediately attacked the 


conqueror.—Ah, Heaven, cried I tearfully buriting in- 


to tears, have I thus long dreamt of glory—honour— 
| immortality—nor conſidered the dangers by which thou 
mult acquire. them ?” © Waſte not thoſe precious 
 wems on {ſenſeleſs canvas, ſaid a voice to which my 
heart was born to vibrate,—behold thy Ffſex himlelf, 
thy faithful Effex; as truly thine, as when this ſoft 
had firk returned his ardent preflure,” Alas, my 


hſter, what a viciflitude of powertul emotions took pol- 
{con ot my ſoul, and fet every feature at an event ſo. 


unexpected! Fear and horror were however prevalent, 
and tcemed to check the {v eetneſs of again beholding 


him ; tor though my eyes ſurveyed his form, my heart: 


tor the firſt tine ſeemed to ſhut him out, and told itſelf 
up: 


4 


——_— 
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up in utter darkneſs, ——< You ſpeak not, my beloved, 
added he, oh, ſatisfy my agonized heart, any let me. 
think you know me !!'——<©< Know you? Ah Eflex, 
faultered I, redoubling my tears; can aught but the. 
_ grave obliterate thoſe features from my memory ?—— 


Perhaps even that wants the power—but a thouſand 


_ when fancy recalicd it ?— 


nameleſs miſeries make me ſhrink ſrom the moment— 
make my territied ſou] thrink even from you.”—-* Col. 
le& yourlelf, my worſhipped Ellinor, reſumed he, be- _ 
lieve me I come not an artſna}, black ſeducer-<chance, _ 

and chance only has crowned withes ſo long ſubmitted 
to your will, It would not ſafer thoſe facred ſighs to 
become common air, thoſe lovely tears to ſail npon the 
earth ; it ſent me here to profit by indulgences you 
were willing to beſtow on my ſhadow, ”—* If T with- 
hold them from yourſelf, returned I, endeavouring to 
coltect my ftuttered thoughts, impute it not tomy will, 
but to the 'over-ruling fate which has torn us from each. 
other. —Oh, Eſſex, let us not venture once to look 'be- 


hind, but conſider only the preſent—the time; the place 


the perſon, wou!d Rtamp me with ignominy if diſco» 
vered, and rob me of the only pride, the only coniola- 
tion fortune has left me ——TI have long ceated to live to 
the world, and to myſelf; but to my God, and you, 1 
yet owe an excrtion of the principles he gave, and you. 

called into ation ?—1 roſe deeply diſerdered, and at- 


_ tempted to draw away my hand; bat bis firmer nerves 


obltinately retained the trembling*priſoner; and my 
heart yielded to his piercing ſolicitations for a few _ 
minutes, I fat down once more with him by my {:de.— 
Good Heavens, while I relate this it appears a mere 
viſion! — Did T really fee Eſſex! —Were my feulſes. 
really revived by that voice fo Jong forgotten, except 
Ah, 1 have had but too 
fad a convittion this has been, however ſtrange and mn- 
poſlihle it appears.—* Wrong me not with ſuppoſing 1 
would entrap you, my {weet Jove, ſaid he, 1 am even 
now arrived in England ; nor .did I foreſee, in yielding 
to pique-in a ſecret return, how great a happineſs 1 
fouls enſure to myſelf—diſguited with the injuſtice * 
| | \Ko 
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.. the doating g& Queen, ( fa has graced Howard Ig the 
_ laurels wor by me) 1 reſolved to call my friends ſecretly 
together, and Pembroke is jult gone to colle&t them— 
at midnight all arei'to meet here, and agree on the way 
_ molt likely to puniſh her unfair deciſion. By a happi- 
neſs in my fortune, wry gener by him and unforeſeen 
Ly me, we walked in this gallery while conſulting, and 
when tit alone, the fatigue of wy journey made me 
throw myſelt on the couch in yon window, and draw | 
_ the curtain, to indulge the drowſineſs with which I was 
ſeized. How ſweetly was my ſlumber diſturbed, by. 
her who has broken ſo many with ſorrow ! Dear was 
_ the ſurprize with which I ſaw her enter; I ſaw the 
careful ſervant, as if aftuated by love, encloſe her, and 
retire. Fntranced with a pleaſure which almoſt tock 
from me the power of motion, ] beheld her lovely eyes 
fixed on my inanimate portrait, I ſaw, or rather Let, 
the tender expreſſions her unguarded ſoul uttered. — 
What dreary ages have elapſed fince my eyes have been 
thus permitted to fix themſelves on hers—ſince in this 
dear hand I graſped the blefling that was to have gi- 
ven value, as well as happineſs, to my future Jife !—- 
« Alas, my Lord, reſumed I, recolle& that thoſe plea- 
ſant days, thoſe Aattering hopes, thoſe dear wiſhes, a 
higher power has annihilated :—nor while the tie 
w Mich robbed you of this tr embling hand ſubſiſts, can I. 
\n{er it to be thus prefſed in yours, Yet recollet at 
the ſame moment, the influence you fliil have over my 
heart—an influence virtue alone contelts with you— Anh, 
gentle Effex, fix not an angry eye upon me—yoeu know 
notthe wound you give—the ROrrors you MARY OCcalion,” 
—'Fhe wild accent of my voice {iruck even my _ own ear, 
and not daring to traſt it with another ſyllable, I ſirove 
to bury my : agitation and ſenſibility i tilence.—Alas, 
natnre was too highly wrought, {ufocation. more 
painſal than fainting enſued, andagonized with ſurprize, 
tenderneſs and fear, ! flex would have called loudly for 
afliftance. I rerained juſt ſenſe enough to prevent him, 
and throwing open a v.indow, he then ſought to recover 
me by vows of implicit obedierce. My faculties were 


alnoght 
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almoſt caltored: when a noiſe at the door made me wiſh- 


them for ever annihilated. Nolonger able to conſider the 
juſt or proper, I threw myſelf to ſhelter into thoſe 
arms that gladly opened to receive me, and buried my 


face in the ſattin cloak of Effes. The voice I dreaded 


ruthed upon my ear, and increaſing my terror, cauſed 


me'to graſp my fafeguard more clofely.—A danger too 
_ prefling for apologies obliged that generous lover to 


throw me from him. I opened my fearful eyes, ſoon 
fixed my horror, to behold the ſwords of Lord I ſſex 


and Lord Arlington pointed at each other's boſoms, 


Why did not my frail and erring reaſon at this perilous 


moment torfake me? Alas, I was never more ſenſible 


ot agony and terror! I thought the cry I ſent forth muſt 
be mortal, but perceiving it inſufficient either to kill 
me or prevent the blaody conflit, I ſtarted up, and 


 Forcibly flung myteit between their {words : -that of my 
huſband pierced my ſhoulder, while his more ſki;ful 


adverſary wounded and di/armed him. Inured to eve- 
Ty kind of miſery, ſave this,” I beheld my ttreaming 


_ blood with a difmay unknown before, and from the 
 faintneſs it occaſioned, never doubted that ] appr tt" T 


the period ſo often withed ior, and pronounced myſelf 
dying; Chen raifing my eyes to the pale ſtatae of 
Eflex, who relting on the two ſwords, hung m ſtent 
azony over me, I adjured him to vindicate my fre: | 


and beſeeching the Almighty to receive my gniltlets 
ſpirit, and erown his ſuture days with that honour and 


happineſs I alone had interrupted, I turned townrd the 
erring” wre:ch belide me, with whole flowing blood 


mine "mingled, and having atteſted in broken accents 
my innocence, deigned to requelt his forgiveneſs. T 


had no longer, however, power even to receive it, 
Extreme weakneſs blended tor once objeNt ever before 
ſo diſtin, and I cealed to fecl for the lover, or dicid 


the huſband. 
When the ſick languor of the ſcintings gave pace tn 


reflection, I found myſelf in my ow bed ; whither I 


underſtood L had been conveyed by the orders of Lord 
Ar InZzton, 


_ 


proved ſo flight that it leſt him no pretence for appre- 


henſion. Eagerly I enquired for Lady Pembroke, when 
' lo my inexpreſſible rage and aſtoniſhment I was inform-_ 
ed, ſhe had been turned from my door, whither friend. 
ſhip led her to venture a repulſe. 'The immaculate cha. 


r:&er of that admirable woman I thought Lord Arling- 
ton would have reſpetted ; but without deigning to in« 
form himſelf of the real circumſRances of the nnfore- 


ſeen interview he had ſo dreadtully interrupted, by this 


rude implication he treated two of the moſt eſtimable 


and diſtinguiſhed perſons in the kingdom as abettors, if 
not contrivers, of his 'diſhonour.— The little blood left 
in my veins turned to gall at the idea, I watched an. 


- opportunity to tear away the bandages; and diſvainful- 


ly reigning myſelf to a premature fate, endeavoured to 


forget the generons hearts this raſh action would pierce. 


— The awiul God whoſe juſtice I thus queſtioned, il 
extended to me his mercy—my dangerons ſituation was 
diſcovered in time by my careiul attendants, who in- ' 
finitely more attached to me than their Lord, uſed eve- 
Ty means to prolong the life he, perhaps, wiſhed at its 


period. 


rate reſolution, it proved a melancholy advantage ; as 
_ the injury now fell on my conſtitution onjy, and my in= 
tellets eſcaped. It was many months ere L had. trength 
to croſs a room, or ſpirits to venture a queſiion—during 
this memorable interval I called together every enfee- 


bled power, and placing my conſcience as umpire between 


_ myſeif and Lord Ariington, fixed and afcertained the 


rizhts of either. Convifted even by my own heart of 
_ imprudence, I wondered not he confiruederrorinto guilt; 
and while thus cool offered him every vinditation of my 


manocence he could reaſonably defire.; but Lord Arlng- 
ton was the ſlave of pattion and caprice, and not have. 


ing firmnefs of ſoul to form, or hx, a juuigment, follow= 


ed through years with invincible obllinacy the impreſ- 


fion of the firſt moment. — From this period he ever 
treated me as an artſy] woman, whoſe licentious con- 
Guct 
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Arlington, 25 foon 2s the wound was faaatiod -=— his 


In the cruel ſtate of mind which dictated this deſpe- 
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dud had obliged him to riſque his life in vain defence of 


__ that honor already ſullted, and lot in my perſon; nor 


did he affe& to aflert his legal rights from any other 
reaſon than to ſeparare 'me from Lord Eflex. Ss 
conduc, and: the miſrepreſeatations of Lady Eſſe 

blazed the faral incident throughout the court, and "oh 
a-ſtain on my. charatter, time "could *never/ eraſe — 


happily that ſain reach?d not my perſon ar my heart, 


and an mjuſtice ſo aggravating on the part of Lord 


Arlington, entitled me to forgive the little error in my- 


ſ-If which occaſioned it. : 
In this conjunQure TI once more ; anrn6s my ſearſul 


eyes every way around in ſearch of a aboard to inter- 


f-rc b:tween me, and a fate alike nnmerited and ſevere. 
— Alas ! there was not a human being virtue allowed 
me to call to my aid; and I exerciſed the facuities 
{ieaven had fo unexpe Redly blefi: :d me wizh, by reſolve 
ing to ſuifer with patience. 

Elizabeth Vernon (our old companion) the fair and 
gentle couſin ct Lord Effexs, refolved if poſible to ive 
me—ſhe addrefied Lord Ar lington, and-demanded tl:t 
privilege ; the favor the held with the (2acen hindered 
him from denying a requeſt he pranted with the urmott 
reluctance. _ That fweert girl hathed me in the tears of 

33nacence nd affetion—ſhe told me the fear left his 
preſence thonld incenſe Lord Arlington to inrrher bru- 

tality, had indaced Effex, when I lot my ſenſes, to 
withdraw from a ſcene which rent his very hear t—the 
ſame reaſon {till obliged him to remain at a ditiance --- 
Phat duringthe long and dire uncertainty attending my 
ilineſs, heb 144 ſcarc cely breathed—i1isown !o 1 CON! nts 
Ij told him how pure mine was. Fancy preſented me 15 
him for ever, pale, fpeechlef(s, expirins, my fad 
rivetted on his with a tendernefs death. itfelf could not 
extinguiſh ; however grit fs of my Woods: every GroÞ 

which o00zed from my veins ſeemed to congaul on bis 


'' , be wah. 


| Pda ; an tine, that almott derfied by my _ ern9gs, 3131 


his ſenie of them, I reigned alone in his aiteHtions, 
which were trom this moment conlecrated to me by 
moit convincing proof, Having wed the uLmotd art An 

ai 
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diligence to diſcover how Lord Arlington ſo ſoon be- 
came apprized of his ſecret return to England, and a 
meeting ſo unplanned, and ſudden, as to interrupt 1t 
:lmot immediately, though ſuppoſed to be as far off as. 
Greenwich; Lord Eſſex learnt that his Maſter of the 
Horſe being among the domeſtics he brought with him | 
' to Pembroke Houle, had quitted it as ſoon as he alight- 
ed, and haſtened to Greenwich in ſearch of a girl at. 
tending on Lady Eſſex, of whom he was enamoured ; | 
through her means her lady became likewiſe acquaint- 
ed with his ſecret arrival without knowing its motive, 
That ſuſpicious woman had already remarked Lord Ar. 
lington was among the bridal traiv, anda 1n his hearin 
_ publiſhed the return of her Lord, with all her own in- 
jurious ſurmiſes—ill fortune for once had given them 
the colour of truth, and Lord Arlington needed no 
more than the hint to make him mount the ſwifteſt horſe. 
-nd fly. to ſatisfy himſelf, —Lady Eſffex was quickly in- 
tormed of an accident ſhe ought to have foreſeen, and. 
civing way tO another extravagance, Patlionately cOn « 
jured every friend ſhe met to follow, and prevent the 
conflit to which her Lord now ſtood expoſed—but_ 
when could friendſhip keep pace with love and venge- 
ance? The ſtraggling mediators arrived only time e- 
nough to witneſs the event no human power could guard 
againſt, Incenſed beyond all bounds at the condu@ of 
his Lady, the raſh Effex took the only ſtep wanting to 
my ruin. Determined to make her ſhare the miſery ſhe 
had occaſioned, he parted with her at once and for ever _ 
—in vain were a!} her ſubſequent vows of ſofrow and 
repentance—in vain had ſhe indulged hopes of his cool- _ 
ing and concittating—his temper Lil this fatal period, 
no leſs yielding than fiery, now aſlumed a cold and 
philoſophic ſteronnets ; in fine, that the grief and dif- 
appointment to which Lady FEftex relipned herſelf 
would ſeverely ptniſh her unjuſt ſuſpicions, and ere lon 
releaſe her Lord from the ill-judged bondage he had 
hitherto groaned ſo impatiently under.” pop 
"The fair Elizabeth thus ended her recital, which - 
was fo clear, conciſe, and affeting, that I could not 
Vor., 11--- SES avoid. 
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avo1d taxing bir with being the emiſſary of heron; 
her bluſhes acquitted her, and beſpoke a ſecret, time 


ſoon explained. She was ſecretly beloved by the gal- 


lan Southampton, that heroic iriend who was no leſs 
attached to Eſſex than myſelf, and from him had learnt 
the various particulars public report could not appriſe 


her of.—T held myſelf infinite]y indebted to her friend- 


ihip, and through her means ſent that farewell to NY 
Pembroke I was not allowed to pronounce, 


Tt had been but roo obvious through her whole reci-. 
tal, that I was totally the victim cf calurny, nor could. 
any human power now juſtify me. —T had been found in 
the arms of Efſex—the fact was indubitable, the true. 


caule of that fatal impulſe not likely to be credited, 


even when repeated. My youth, my wound, and my 
paſt condu, blended the raſh judgment of the many. 
with compalkon, but the moſt liberal-minded ventured 
Not to acquit me. "Thoſe impallioned vindications the. 
conſcious foul of Ffſex offered, were always conlidered 
as a mere point of honor in him, and no leſs neceſſary 


to hjs own juſtification than mine, and thus only ſerved 


to ſtamp guilt on both. —Oh,  misjudging world, how 


ſeverely on the moſt. ſuperficial obſervation dot thou 
venture to decide!—-let the barbed arrow of misfortune 
reſt it the boſom it has wounded, nor by inhumanly 


tearing it out to diſcover whence | it came, rack the heart 


already broken. 


 Defamed, dejetted, nad forgotten by all bnt the ge- 
' nerous fiſters of the Sydney family, 1 followed, once_ 


more, my ſlate in Lord Arlington ; and reached again 
that Abbey deſtined alike to entomb me in playful child- 
hood, and in blalted youth—the ſame imperious will 
which had. dfroyed me, had deprived that venerable 


manſion of its ſweet, its ſolitary charms—the hallowed 
ſpot where once the ivied trophies of time bound up 
the defaced ones of religion, preſented nothing now but 
a bare and barren level; and the lofty woods which ſo 


long protected alike the living and the dead, had whol-, 


Iy given place to infant plantations, through the thin-. 


neſs of which the Weary eye every where picrced: I 
turned 
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turned with diſguſt ſrom the deſolated ſcene, and lock- 


ing myſzIf up in the remoteſt, and moſt gloomy cham-. 


ber of the Abbey, ſpent my life in meditating on my 
every loſs. to lg” od 5 
+ Lord Arlington now valuing me -nly as the appen- 
_ dage of his pride, confoled himſelf for my undiſſembled 


averſion, and cared not what employed me, provided 


was yet his legal priſoner.—Alas, I had no longer refo- 
lution to reſt my hopes on any obje&t—to form any ſub- 
_ _ ordinate defign, or to reap any ſubordinate pleaſure 


The poor children ſtill ſupported by my bounty, no 


. more touched rhe lute in my preſence—that over v hich 
my own fingers once wandered with the wild elegance 


of untried youth, now uſeleſs and unſtrung, hung up, 


an emblem of the diſcordant ſoul of its owner. Taſte, 


genius, and ſcience, thoſe rich columns with which en- | 
thaſaltic fancy eres in peaceful minds a thouſand light 


zrial ſtructures, deep ſunk, and broken in my heart, 
preſented to the mental eye a ruin more terrible than 
__ the noble{t ſpeculation ever pauſed over. —Miſanthropy 


black-viſaged miſanthropy, reigned there like a ſolitary 


ſavage; unconſcious of the value of thoſe treaſures his 
-rude. hand every day more and more defaced. 

I was rouſed one night with the information that a 
favourite ſervant of Lord Artington's, who had lon 
Janguithed in a confumption, now found himſelf at the 


point of death, and tiaportunately demanded to ſpeak 
with me—but 1.]-diſpoſed at this ſeaſon even to the gen- 


tle offices of humanity, and convinced he could have 
noihing to impart I thonld think of conſequence, I re- 


jected the requeſt; but finding his Lord was inebriated 
bey6nd the power of comprehending him, on being again _ 
iollicited, I roſe, and accompanied by a maid who loy- 


_ ed me, entered the ſick man's chamber.—I ca{t a harſh 
and cold glance round, and hardly heard the thanks he 


gave me—having diſmiiled all the ſervants except the . 


maid I mentioned, I prepared to liſten to him, imagin- 


mg {ome matter relative to his office of chief bailiff_ 


«nd ſvrveyor, alone, could thus dilturb his laſt hours. 
—* Lady, faid he, in the hollow broken voice of ap- 
C2 ._ proaching 
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- proaching diſſolution. I could not have departed in peace 
had you not beſtowed this indulgence—pardon me, I 
beſeech you, for propoſing to my Lord the deſtrution 

_ of thoſe ruins I have ſince ſeen too plainly your heart k q 

___ was ever wrapt in—alas, that propcſal coſts me my life, 

» —Condeſcend too to liſten to a ſecret which continually 
 Urags back my ſoul] when flriving to quit her dungeon— 

my crime-perhaps brings with it a ſufficient puniſhment 
-———In removing the rubbiſh of the artificial hermit's 
cell, in compliance with the diregion of my Lord, I 
one day faw a common labourer turn up ſomething which 

tried his whole flrength, when caſting a quick and ſear- 
ful' glance around, he covered it with earth. TI diſ- 

| patched the men in hearing to another part, and ſeiz- 

A ing; the arm of him I had watched, I infifted on ſeeing 

what he had endeavoured to conceal—it proved to be. 
a ſmall iron cheſt firongly faſtened—I agreed with him 
Lo convey it away till the evening, when he might re- 
join me, 2nd we would open it and divide the contents 
toxether, He yilded rather to neceflity than choice, 
and TI took the caſket with a purpcſe God has ſeverely 
puriithed — the-many keys intruſted to my care ſupplied 
Gcne which immediately-opened it; under a_number of 
papers and trifles of no valve, I found a large ſum in 
gold, and a few jewels—as I knew my partner in the 
diſcovery had remarked that the cheſt was heavy, in the 
room of the cold and jewels I ſubllituted an iron cru- 
cifix, and many ruſty 'keys; then locking the caſket, 
waited anxiouſly for the evening. The poor labourer 

' feeing mae return, wiltfully examined my features, but 

- not daring to expreſs the doubt vilible in his own, ex- 

pected in ſilence the deciding hour, I fuffered him to. 

- take iafinite pains to. break open a cheſt I was conſcious | 

would not repay the labor—great was the poor wretch's 

 difappointment when he emptied it—T affeted the ſame 
chagrin; but turning over the papers, I offered to give 
him twenty nobles; a ſure proof had he refleted a 
Gngle mament, that I mult Lave wronged him: he rea- 
dily accepted this propoſal, and at my defire, promit- 
ed never to mention the incident; then with much ap-- 
ws | parent 
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| parent gratitude departed. Fagerly I replaced my 


guilty gains, and ſcretly reſolved to take an early op- 
portunity of quitting my Lord to commence builder in 


London; but fear did not ſuffer me for a time to venture” 


this meaſure: alas, I have wanted health ſince to do 


_ any. thing—from this moment, peace. appetite, and 
reſt, have fled me—If worn out with watching, [ 


dropt into a lumber, the idea that my. treaſure was tto- 


len, has made me often ſtart np, and regardleſs of the. 
cold ſweat the mere apprehenſion has produced, I have 
flown in the dead of night to convince myſelf it was | 


fafe—imaginary whiſpers have ever been near my bed, 


and uncertain forms have glided through my chamber— 
_ the dawn of day never /gave me relief, every eye ſeem- 
ed to dive into my ſecret, and every hand to be intent 
_ on impoveriſhing me—in a word, Lady, to this ſad mo-._ 
ment it has prematurely brought me; for-many months 


doubtful whether I ſhou!d ſurvive, I have been confider- 


Ing how to beſtow that wealth I could no longer hope 
_ to enjoy—the poor man I ſo baſely defrauded of it, p>- 
_riſhed a ſhort time after by the fall of a pillar, and re 
tiution to him can never be made. It came tato my 
ad this evening, that you were ſaid to have been. 
brought up in theſe. ruins; . certainly I. had often feen. 
you walk. and weep on..the very ſpot where this eheſt 
_ was found; perhaps in giving it to you I only reſtore it 
to the right owner; accept it Madam, and ſwear you- 
will never diſcover the gift to my Lord.”—— This re- - 
quelt appeared a needleſs injunttion, if the treaſure had 
- Not been obtained by defrauding Lord Arlington; and 
though perhaps I ſhould have been filent through 
_ choice, I thiught it beneath me to engage to be ſc— 
finding me pauſe, he continued, * fear not any ill deſign, _ 
_ in this requeſt, Madam, you will one day be glad you | 
complied with it, and for your own ſake alone is it pro- 
| Poſed; the hand of my Lord is gradging—yours boun- | 
teous as that of heaven.—Do not rob yourſelf of the 


means to be liberal which are now offered to you 


yet on no other condition than the vow of filence will 
F give it up.” A ſtrange deſire to examine the papers, 


f 
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more than any I felt for the money, made me at laſt ac- 
quieſc2, My maid, by his direCQtion, drew the iron 
cheft from an obſcure corner, and emptied it of hoth 
gold, jewels. and papers, which ſhe and I divided, 
and with ſome difficulty concealed til] we reached my 
apartment—he ſeemed only to have lived to make this 
Ciſcovery, and a few hours atter explated ING in with 
his life. 

While he firove to impreſs my mind with the neces 


_ Hit y of concealing the adventure, I pondered deeply over 


itz not ealily diſcerning how I ſhould interpret this 
itrange ordination of providence ; it at Jait occurred to 
me the treaſure might be put into my hands for the aſ- 
ſitance and comfort of my filer—how did I knuw 


- whether {1e was not even then haſtening towards me, 


perhaps | impoverithed, certainly diftrefied ?P Oh, how 
conſolatory ſhould 'I find it to miniller to her external 
wants, though thoſe of her heart ſhould be beyond my 


power of comforting! The contempt I felt tor Lord 


Arlizgton was rooted too deep to admit of my thus ap- 
þiying his fortune, had 1 been the ud)imited miftreſs of 

0 | therefore ſaw a degree of wiſdora and propriety 
!1 receiving and ſecreting a gift heaven ſeemed ſo 
irangely to put into my hands, as 1f 1t were to forerun 
tome yet unknown incident. 

'The papers conſiſted chiefly of the ens 
between Mrs. Marlow and Father Anthony, while yet 


_ they were lovers, and after the cruel diſcovery. which 
 annulied the nominal union—lI pzruſed theſe invaluable 


epilties with pulſations of tenderneſs 1 lately though 
myſelf incapable of; they recalied me to life and len- 
fibility, and L rathered fortitude from thoſe who now | 


were dull; I raiſed ray eyes to heaven in learch of 


their pure tranſlated ſouls, and wandzring from pianct 

to planet, fancied, there mult be one pecali arly allotted 
to lovers now no lopger Unhappy. \ thouſand trifles. 
whoſe value muſt ever be ideal and local, were preler- 


ved with theſe letters: CEpNers, hair, ſonnets, dear per- 
petuntory of thofe bright hours of youti: we loo k back 


on Witl pleature to the lateſt moment of Gecaying lite, 
"KR 


THERECESS, ae © - -55- 


1] kiſſed the innocent reliques of ſuch an unhappy at- 
tachment with devout regard, and held THFu nor the 
leaſt part of my legacy. 

Time diſſipated the flattering illuſion which led me 
to expe my liller—my mind ſunk into its uſual iner- 
titude, and the acquiſition remained if not forgotten, 
at leaſt negleacd. 


From this profound upor [ was at laf rouſed as by. 


 anearthquake—Lord Arlington in hunting fell from |:3 
- horſe, and breaking ſome blood-veſſe], was bronglic 


| home in appearance liſeleſs—couſcience and humanity | 


called on me to forget my injuries; I made every effort 
' to ſave him, and tor a time he appeared to mend ; 
but the. mcurable habit of inebrity he even at this 
period indulged, defeated both care and wy 
and after enduring a ſeries of ſulferings whi? 

_ lated .my ſenſe. of wrong, he expired i in the prime of 
his days: ; | 
Good heaven, what. a twranfirion did this event make 
in my life ?—habituated to ſlavery—accultomed to {up- 


poſe Lord Arlington deſtined to furvive me, I beheld 


this incredible revolution with mute ſurprize—the hor - 
ror of his ſufferings gave way, when they ceaſed, tv 
the ſweet idea of liberty—liberty ſighed out My Wwea- 
ry heart, ah! to what purpoſe'is mine now reltored? 
I beheld myſelf in the ſituation of a criminal, whoſe 
ſhackles are truck off ouly to launch him into the i IM - 


menſe ocean in a little boat, without rudder, oars, or 
fultenance—where could I find a hope to reſt on? alone 


in the valt univerſe, I turned around in vain in ſearch 
of one generous hand, whoſe aid I agar receive with- 
out fear or ſhame. | | 
The relation of Lord Aclingtol who. ſucceeded to 
| his title and eſtate was an illiterate rude ſea officer, 
whom his illneſs alone had detained in England He 
came on the news of his deceaſe; eſcorting the late 
Lord's two liters, to whom the perſonals were all de- 
_ vifed. I waited only the reading of the will to quit 
the Mieipeboty maniion I meant to abjure for the fu- 
tare, Gracious beaven! how deep was my indig- 
Lation. 


nw. 
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| nation and rage to find myſelf mentioned in it as an in- 


ſane wretch to whom ke bequeathed a mere mainte- 


nance, and left to be confined under the charge of his 
_fiſters in St. Vincent's Abbey, which as a purchaſe of 
| his own, deſcended to them! Never in the trials I had 
hitherto experienced, had I felt a tranſport like that 
this uſage excited==to extend; his tyranny. beyond the 
| | poragMreey oo execrable wretch! even at the moment 


was exhauſling the little conſtitution his cruelty had 


_ left me in unwearied attendance, deliberately to con- 
 demn me to an impriſonment ſo ſhocking, and render 
4t perpetual !-—human nature could not reſiſt fo pun- 
wap a pang—it made the miſery it puniſhed; and I 
_ ſunk into the dreary gulph once more from which I 
_ was 1a Jy emerging—my brain ſli]] fires but to remera- 
——Oh, my ſiſter! whatever the inflictions of 

your myfterious fate, thoſe of mine may ſurely diſpute 

the woeful pre-cminence. ch 6 


The overjoved Eflex diſpatched an expreſs, as ſoon 


_ as the news of Lord Arlington's death reached tle 
Court, conjuring me to quit the melanchuly. priton Þ 
had fo long inhabited, and retire to a ſeat of Lord 


Southampton, in Herefordfhire ; whither that noble- 


____ marys bride would immeaiate!ly repair to meet and com- 
fort me. Lady gouthampton was the fair couſin of 
Lord Eſſex. I formerly mer.,'oned, who by marrying _ 

Privately had wholly loſt the tavour of the Queen, The 
declining Rate of Lady Eflex's health, he added, daily 
"promiſed him that freedom, made doubly deſirable now 
| TI had recovered mine, It had always been the tntenti- 


on of Lady Southampton to follow her Lord to Ire- 
land; and he beſought me to give him the {weet ſatis- 


 fadtion of knowing I was ſafe in the company and praq- 
tegtion of his couſin, ſolemnly promiſing not to ob-_ 
 rrude himſelf on me ere the laws of ſociety authorized 
the avowal of thoſe ſentiments which had'ſo long lived _ 
In his heart. | | 


The relations of Lord Arlington, poſſeſling by his 
will an abſolute power, intercepted, and opened this 


letter—-far from pouring the balm it contained into | 
CN | 7 my. 


4 


THE RECESS, &c. ST 


my bleeding heart, they kept the dear teſtimony of an 


unequalled attachment ; and ſent back the meſſenger 
' with the melancholy news of my inſanity and confine- | 


ment : but Lord Efſex had been already duped, and 


could not eaſily credit this information. He deputed - 
Henry Tracy, a young officer, much in his confidence, - 


to aſcertain my real ſituation ; communding./him not to 


be diſmiſſed by any other mode of conviction than be-. 
ing admitted into my preſence. —Alas !' ere- this was - 
retolved on, reſentment had again fired my bewildered - 
| brain, and Lord Arlington had little to apprehend un - 
Buried in 2 


allowing Tracy to enier my apartment. 
- profound ({tupor, I replied not to his queſtions, bur 
drawing my mouruing veil over my eyes, fat like a ſelt- 


devoted Perſian, the voluntary victim of deſpair. The 
fairhful Fracy, ill fearful of being impoſed on, in- 


ſited on having my picure, and a lock of my hair, to 


_ prove to his Lord it was indeed my/e!f he had beheld. 
in this depiorable tate: he obtained this requeſt and . 


departed. 


But what became of Fiſex when Tracy returned * 
with this melancholy confirmation !?P—the teſtimonials. 
his confidant had brought, added torce to the eternal : 


| paffion of his foul : a "thouſand times he made Tracy 


deſcribe the apartment—my- dreſ—my- lJoeks—and 


ſometimes fancying even that cautious friend had been 
Geceived ?-at others, that the wretches in whoſe power 
1 was left, had, for the thort period "Pracy- was per- 


mitted to behold me, flupified my ſenſes; he created © 
a thouſand deluſions to counterat the fearful impreffion... 


of a truth, 


Diltra&ed with theſe ideas, Lord Effex ſet vat for 
Ireland, inveſted with abſolate powers. and. headipy; - 


an army attached to him: alike by gratitude'and expec- 
 tatton—e had not marched rar ere he formed the bold 


reſolution of committing the. condu& of the troops to. 


Lord Southampton, and turning off, he poited to St, 


Vincent's Abbey, determined to judge from his own. 


| fenſes the [tate of mine: he arrived there at mid- 
wpht, and. requiring the uuwilling owners to produce 


me... 
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mae, 11 a tone which admitted neither denial'or dilks. 
they conduct kim to my chamber—a dim Jampalone 
olimmered in it, and cloſing my eyes as the itronger 
lights approached, I waved my hand in flupid filence 
_ to have them removed. The tranſports of grief and 
ſurpriſe which overcame the generous Eſſex at this 
| terrible conviction, threatened his own intellets—by 
| {ome wonderful ordination of providence my cold and . 
_ apparently uninformed heart waked at that well known _ 
_ voice—day broke once more upon my ſoul, and my eyes 
once more opened to behold their darling obje@. This. 
' farprizing effect of his preſence would have perſuaded 
him that reaſon had never deſerted me, had not my. 
poor maids expreſſed a joy at, this unexpeRed revolu- 
on too unfeigned to be miſconltrued ; they intreated 
tim to leave me time to ſtrengthen my faculties ere he 
again abſorbed them, and he confined to flifled excla- 
mations, and ſilent homage, all the pation and the pro- 
jets with which his boſom {weiled. _ | 
Alithea, who had for years been my favorite attendant . 
|  mformed him: (as ſoon as he could he perſuaded to with- | 
| Graw, and leave me to repoſe) of the crue} and unjuſt. __ - 
will, which, by rendering me. a priioner tor lile, had 
is occaſioned this dr eautn] relapſe. His baughty. ſoul, Ne- 
br -- _ gligent at all times of prudence, and now perhaps of. 
A propriety, induced him to tel] the Arlington tamuily,, 
| _— that he would peiih ere 1 ſhould azain belett in their- 
nower : having planted ſome ot his moſt taithſul domeſ-- 
tics to guard my chamber door from every one but my. 
own maids,» he retired to the apartment alotted him, . 
30 meditate on the rode of proceeding leall MOOT 4 to 
endanger my newly recovered intellects, | 
| Alithea very prudently had me bled, .and I ſank into. 
| a ſweet and leund fleep, the. comfort 1 had long molt 
wanted. Twaked late the next morning with intel;e&s. 
entirely clear, though weax? I remembered I had ſeen, . 
or {.ncied 1 had ſeen Eflex ; Alithea imparted to me. 
the truth, and ſhed tears of Joy to find I anſwered her 
raticrally—l yielded to her intreaties in delaying ti!l. 


the aſternoor a meetines lo. dear and ailecling, and took, 
| the. 
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the medicinal cordials and other nouriſhment ſhe offer - 
ed me; a few hours ſtrengthened me ſurprizingly, and 
I was at laft allowed to receive the generous lover my 
| ſoul fo much defired. While he poured forth the 
molt ardent vows-06f unremitting aFechon, and iurvey- = | 
ed 1a tender ſorrow, the ravages grief and diſappoint» *MI 
ment had thus early made in my wan countenance, 2nd 
emaciated form, T beheld with ſurprize the agrariinges 
he had acquired in both inflances ; his graceſul lower 
_ of youth was ſettied into firmer manhood z his fair and 
florid compiexion, ſunned over by his miitary exploits, 
had gained ſtrength' without lofing del icacy, and Is. 
eye, now no leis accuitomed to command than charm, 
ſeemed to employ its firſt power on ail the relt of the 
world, while its lat was foſely reſerved tor me. Ai, 
man, happy man ! how ſuperior are you :n the indul- 
Lence: of nature! bleſt with ſcientific refources, with 
boldneſs, and an adivity unknown to, mor? perſecuted 
woman ; from your various diſappointments in lite ever 
ſpring ſar th forme vigorous and blooming hope, intenit- 
| bly ſtaunching thoſe wounds in the heart through 
þ which the vital powers of the feebier ſex Lleed belp--- 
| leſsly away; and when relenting fortune grants your 
wiſhes, wth unblighted powers cf enjoyment you 
zmbrace the dear bought bappinels ; ; ſcarce conſcicns 
of the coil dew-drops your.cheeks imbibe from theſe : 
_ of her, pezmitted two late to participate your fats... 
It was tome days ere I dared. truſt myſeis 10. Ccon- 
verſe long with Eflex, who employed that {weet inter- 
val in amuling my mind with lighter topics, while he 
arranged his {wore plans ;- but-finding 1 fill appeared 
calm, he ventured at lait to unfcld. to me the might7 
deſigns wrich floated in.hisimmagination. 5 Framed! y = 
oppoling choice_to fate, my- deareſt | . Hinor, ſaid he, 
never from the moment { firti beheld you, have l form- 
ed a proje& in which you were not a tharer ; this I am 
about to untold has been for years the child of my do- 
_ tape—colle& yourſelf, liften without wv onder, and, it 
poſhble, approve it : from the moment 1 kiiew the 
vaſ2 arts that rauſt have been made uſe of to ſeparate 
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- us, T clearly comprehended we ſhonld never unite with: 
the conſent of- Elizabeth ; but, however indebted to 
© her partial diſtinRion, N was a point in which even ſhe 
cond not controul me ? it is notthe poſts or advanta- 


ges I derive from her favor, on whieh my ſoul vyalues- 


ſelf; elevated on a more ſolid foundation, it has ta- 


ken every road to glory, and I way proudly ſay, given 


_ 4 grace to dotage; yet as that dotage, however unbe- 


coming her years and- her rank, þas been uniform and 
generous, | have ſworn to yield £0 Elizabeth, to the la-. 
teſt moment of her life, every homage but that of the | 


| heart; and ſacrifice to my-fealty al but my happineſs. 
 —It is hard to reconcile duties and-inclinations fo en- 
| tirely oppoſite, yet I think you will own I-have done ſo. 


Yo a blind partiality for me, and- her own egregious | 


 felf-love, the. Queen ignobly facrificed your youth, 


Your hopes, your happineſs; - but alas, ſhe forgot in fo ; 
Qoing, that ſhe would only- make them more-perfe&ly 


_ mine—without any conlideration for the huſband fhe 


had given you, a wretch I could at any time look into 
infignificance, I ſtudied ſokely how to extricate 


you from a bondage not more inſupportable to you 


than myſelt. —— Among a thouſand other projets, I 


reſolved to app: 'z2 the King of Scots of your exiſtence.. 


and firuation, 10! citing from his fr aternal regard a ſale 
aſylum, and that peace and protection my youth and 
circumſtances would not allow ine to offer you. -- F-: 
itonnd means to convey to his knowledge your whole | 
melancholy ftory—but how- ſhall I declare to you his 
nngenerous condu& ? Fool that I was to think the man 
who could tamely ſubmit to the. murder of his mother, 


would be intereſted by any other tye! Far from exert=- 


ing himſelf to refcae the .dear unhappy hker, I conju- 
red him to compaſiioaate, he affetted to diſbeheve the 
itory of his mother's marriage with the Duke of Nor-_ 


folk 3 though the Counteſs of Shrewſbury ſolemnly 


aared me he had, through her hands, received fron 


_ the Royal Mary the molt authentic proofs of it, as 


{oon as he efcaped from the power of the Regent, 
and was aliowed to.att as an independent Sovereign 
ey Anxious: 
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| Anxious without doubt to center in vimſelf every 

right of his mother, he voluntarily renounced all re- 
| gard for either her aſhes or her offspring,. ignomini+ 
ouſly ſubmitting to kiſs the hand: which had ſhorten« 


ed her days.—— What after this is to be hoped from 


_ the King of Scots !- and why ſhould you facrifice to a__ 


| brother who difowns you, thofe bright proſpets 


which now dawn before you? Born of the firſt tng- 
liſh Peer, and the Princeſs immediate- in ſuccefhon 
to the Throne—a native of this kingdom, there is _ 


only one thing wanting to eſtabliſh rights from 
whence yon may juſtly form the higheſt kopes—au-. 


thentic teſtimonials of theſe fats: and that ſuch till. 
exiſt; I have certain information—it is true they are 
_ diſperſed among the Catholic relations and friends of | 
_ Mary, yet do I not deſpair of obtaining them. —The_ 


__Enslith ever difpoſed to be jealous of their national 


rights, dread the remotelt chance of their annihila- 
_ tion, and already turn their eyes tyward the family 
of Suffolk in preference to receiving a foreign Mo-. 
narch.—That unhappy branch of the royal line, by 
turns the martyrs of fears and policy, have bled 
- through ſucceeding generations, till reduced wholly 
to females;; among whom there is not one- endued 


_ with courage or talents to venture a conteſt, had they 


_ even the priority. of birth which reſts with you. Let 2 


ns then adopt: the views of Lord Leiceſter, who cer- 
tainly- meant by-the moſt watchful policy, to pave the 
way for your liſter's ſucceſſion, whenever Ejizabetk 


ſhould expire. Yonr fate is bound up with that of a 
man mueh; more capable of effefing. whatever views. 


he ſhall adopt. Elizabeth daily totters oa the verge 


of the grave—difpoſed to hate the Prince ſhe has ir- 


retrievably injured in the perſon of his mother, ſhe 


| Rtill refuſes to acknowledge the King of Scots for her | 
heir; and has fully inveſted me. with' every power 


that may enable me to profit- by the popularity [ 
have | honourably acquired. My own birth, though 
_ rt does not give me lineal claim -to the Crown of 
England, is yet noble in many generations, and 


princely in ſome. Circumſtances and merit thus en. 


title 
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title me to match with. you—doubt, not the ſucceſs of 


_ this projet, —Born as you are for. empire, endned 
with beauty to adorn, and majeſty to digniſy 'it—. 


with inconteflable evidence of your bitth, js I 
will employ every art to procure). L wil boldly 


preſent to the people of England another blooming 


ucer—they will with joy adopt you ; nor can the 


feeble attempts of "the boyiſh Scotch pedant a- 
 painſt an army won by, my. munificence, endeared. 


to my command, and relying on. my. valor, affe&t a 


claim ſo ſtrongly ſupported, How many jaſtances , 
_ does our. own hiſtory ſupply where courage, and po- 
pularity have dethroned monarchs in full poſſeſſion. 
of every other advantage !?=You now are informed of _ 
what has long been the ultimate object of my life ; 
every. .action and view has had a ſecret reference to 
 1t, and far from idling away my youth in the various 
pleaſures the gay Court of Elizabeth offered to her 
: favorite, I have continually ranged the ſeas, watched 
_ in camps, diſciplined armies, and by every poflible 


means ftudied to increale- my military fame, know- 


ledge, and popularity, as what mult one day decide 
more than my own fate. Itis this that has raade me 
_ eager to,condutt the Iriſh war—In that country I 
ſhall be at the head of an army, which will eaſily 
_ enable me to profit by the lois of the Queen, with- 


out alarming her declining yorrs with the appear- 
Boldly re- 
ſolve then, my love, to accompany me thither, as the 


__ only place on earth where you can be.entirely ſaſe ; 


I will lodge, you in ſme impregnable fortreſs with _ 


- Lady Southampton; 1 will remain in the camp, and 
never aporanch it but, by your. permiſhon—I demand 


this inſtance of your confidence, ct your love z- and 


ſwear in return inviolable "IP and obedience—Qh ! 


anſwer me not raſhly {weet E Jlinor——rather recall 
the fatal moment ot obſtinate prudence which once 


before brought on me fo tedious a period of ſuffer» 


ing, and remember you again have the power of de- 


7.5 > 
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Flex aroſe from my feet, and left me ablorbed in 


the dvepelt reflection !_ my mind however inflantane- 


ouſly adopted the aſpiring projet he had preſented to 


it. Thro' the darK and heavy cloud which had long 


hung over my ſoul, the ſun of love now pierced at 
once, and turned it all ro ambient gold — To mount 
4 throne ; to ſhare it with the choice of my heart ; to 


give to him that ſovereignty I owed to his. valor—I 
was aftoniſhed the idea had ſo long eſcaped me: yet 


ſuch a train of misfortunes had ſucceeded my birth, 
as might, well obliterate my ſenſe of its rights.— 


crue} brother ! why ſhould 1 ſagrifice to thee my 
| only chance on this fide the grave?” The mean ac- 


_ quieſcence of James, under a blow which almoſt _ 
nerved my arm againſt the royal murderer, had. al-_ 
ready ſufficiently thocked my feelings, and ſhut him 
out of all my plans; alas, I could only excuſe his 


- 5% Baſe and unworthy ſon! fighed I, ungenerous, 


mitcondu@ by ſuppoſing he was yet ſubjected to. his 


mother's enemies; tho* even then, a generous ſoul 


_ would reſolutely have proteſted againit the evil it 
could not prevent; but to learn he ſacrificed an in- 


_ violable duty, and every ſocial feeling, at the ſhrine 
of that bloated idol, /elf, robbed him of al} claim 


to the feelings, the duties, he renounced, The deter- 


mined plan of the generous Effex had every thing in 


its favor, nor was my concnrrence ſo neceſſary te- his © 


tuccels as happineſs —but wherefore ſhould 1 heſitate, 
when not to unite In it was to deliver myſeif up to 


an implacable enemy ?. yet as avowedly to depart with 
Efſtex, or even after him, would awaken dangerous 
Taſpicions in the mind of Eltzabeth, and confirm all. 


\ "_ 


the {ſlanders of the world; 1. pondered much on a- 


_ tingular idea that aroſe in 'my mind; by which both. 
might he obviated ; indeed the ſituation, of my health 
would have ſufficiently oppoſed my going with him, 


had nv other objeRtion occurred.—lI perceived an air 


-.. of tifled anger in Eſſex when he returned, which I 
conjured him to expound ;—*< It 1s a matter of: no 
WOT; faid he, with bis uſual frankneſs ; for- 

_ tunately 
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_ tunately the few friends I have brought ith me are. 


tried and valiant, and we have the power in our own 


hands: the wretches, my love, who ſurround you,. 
| pretend an authority from the Queen, as well as trom_ 


the late Lord Arlington, for your detention ; this will 
oblige us to uſe a violence I had rather have avoided, 
but that is a trifle.” Oh! call not any thing a trifle 


which affes your ſafety, however remotely cried I ; 

yielding to the: bold projet you have ventured -to 
form, beware I do not become its ruin—yes, look not _ 
-on me with ſo marked a wonder, my ſou] accords to, 
_ adopts at once all your views, 1 will at laſt indulge 


my heart, and thus affiance it to yours— born to pur-. 


_ fue your fortune, I will joyfully conſent to partake - 

| tt, ſo you, in return, ſwear the confidence will render | 

you but more guarded ; ; in confidering my own honor, 
 Tamonly watchful over yours; pledge then your word _ 

_ that vou will not interfere with my plan, and I in return 
will vow, that all I henceforward form, ſhall have the 
fame tendency with your own. 


'The generons Lflex ſcarce credited his ſenſes; nd 


gave with readineſs the aſſurance I deſired. —Reſolved 
to guard my iter's prior rights, and unable to judge 
_ of the motives which- might bury her for a time in 
oblivion, I intiſtled on his ſypporting her claim in 


preference to-mine, if ever ſhe ſhould appear; and. 


| he perhaps the more readily acquieſced in this requeſt, 


from a conviction ſhe no longer exiſted, as all my 


_ opinions on that head- apponr ed to him. entirely. viſio- 
| nary. 


Refufing to coulide in this ARE raſh lover the _ 


| means by which I meant to rejoin him, I obliged him 


to aſſume an air of grief and deſpair, which perſuad- 


_ ed the Arlington ſamily I had relapſed into inſanity, - 
In the interim- a maid of mine had been ſeized with 


an epidemic fever of the moſt- dangerous kind ; I im- 
patiently haſtened the departure of Eſſex, leſt the cruel 
malady ſhould infe& him, and conjured. him to wait 
with Lady Southampton at the Port, from whence 


The troops "iO: already embarked, wlll ſhould rejoity 


him. 
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him. The air of ſatisfa&tion he perceived in me, 
made him comply againit his better judgment, and 
the Arlington race no leſs overjoyed at his departure 
_ than my ſuppoſed relapfe, and fearful of the epidemic 
_ fever, ſhut up thoſe who immediately attended on me, 
'in the quarter of the Abbey T inhabited, avoiding 
-7It themſelves | as though the plague were incloſed 
there. : | 
ln this ſolitude I executed a ſarprizing project I 
had long meditated : from the moment I was inform- 
ed of the mock interment of Lord Leicelter, my mind 
had dwelt en the idea; I ſaw it was only to metho- 
dize the moſt wild and romantic plan, and however 
unſeafible it at firſt appeared, time might form and 
brins it to _ effet —The treaſure of the ſurveyor 

row became a treaſure indeed; refſeftion con-. 
vinced me the bequeſt originated in that wretch's 
_ having been the confidants as well as witneſs of his 
Lord's unpenercns will, ard by thus diipoling of it 
he enabled me to eſcape from the deſpicable londage_ 
it intailed upon” me, without betraying his truſt.—.. 
The maid who alone witneſſed the myſterious lega=_ 
cy, had, by her inviolable filence* on fo ſingular an. 


event, ſufficient'y proved that ſhe cou'd merit my 


whole confidence ; fortunately, ſhe was no lefs favor- 
ed by thoſe 1m. whoſe power I was Jeft,, and be- 
came of courſe the propereſt, and only afliltant 1 
could fix on :—by thus turning the- artifice of the 
| Queen upon herſelf, T might at once eſcape from her 
Power, and that cf the guardians under whoſe care. 
the had placed me; and graify the fir it with of Effex 
without endangering his ſafery. 

_ A'ithea.embraced the plan with joy, ard engaged 
her parents, who were laborers in the neighbourhood, 
to aid the deluſion.--T affeted to be ſeized with the 
_ fame fatal fever as ſoon as the maid's ſymptoms be- 
came mortal, and when the foon after dicd, reſigned 
my bed to her corpſe . her hair, hetght, complexion, 
and age, ſo far agreed with mine as to ſecure me trora.. 


common. obſervations and dread of the contagion 
faves 


w— 


| 
: 
- 
: 
/ 
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| ſaved us : from a very tri ſcrutiny ; as it was Mp 


lieved the maid expired at the ſame time with my- 


elf, by Alithea's judicious management her ſuppoſed 
| body was tobe delivered to the parents of that fanh- 
| ful domeſtic ; when placing myſelf and treaſure in the 
| homely coffin, I was boldly conveyed like the Empreſs 


Maud through the midit of my enemies, and lodged in 
their humble cot tit enough recovered to purſue the 
rcute of Liiex. | 

Alithea now publilhed the news of x my death: thro? 


the family, who heard of it with | Jjoy 3 the unguarded 


conduct of the generous Efiex had luggetted to them, 
that to have aCted under the authority of the Queen, 


might one day be a very inſufficient vindication '— . 


this idea added fear to that hatred they always enter- _ 


tained for me, and with pleaſtre they buried both 


thoſe pattons mm my grave. —laving ſurveyed, my © 


wardrobe, jeweis, and papers, without finding the. 


leaſt deficiency, they prepared for my interment, aud 
g them 
the favored. ons who had aided my ſcheme, and her 
return fo her parents reRored peace to my boſorn. 


From the humble cot of that honeh creature's Pa- 


rent do I clole this Per: 0d of my MEMOS DErE, as 
trom an inviſible world, have 1 ſurveyed the gloomy 


pazcant,. With. whicic the- erroneous judgments of 
thoſe from whom L. eſcaped have dignified a low born 


Female, and by placing ber pompouſly at the lide of 


Lord Arlington, taey perhaps have blundered uncon- 


| ſciouſly 62 propriety..-As the ſable train wound by 


my window, my ſoal, pauſed on the ſolemn vanity _ 
Oh ! - that in- thy tomb, thou quiet ſleeper, 


ſighed I, may beinterred with my name al! the pain- 
ful part af my exitence ! that renovated to a new and. 


happier being, I may emerge again into that world. 
which fill opens a flowery path before me, with cor- 


refed ſpirits, wager gue reaſon, and a ternper ſupe- 


rior to. the ſhocks of mis Ortune | f. 


" RE SR A Ea Ss 


- 


THE RECESS, &. © 6 


The ſoul, ever capricious and uncertain, ſully en- 
Joys only the pleaſures it makes for itſelf —Ofien dv 
I ſeem even in this ruſtic aſylum, concealed in the 


coarſe garments of the other ſex, and looking towards 
a diſtant kivgdom as my home, to have hoards of hope 
and happinels to build on, =y youthful, healthful days 


were never bleſt with. ” 


$04.4, 4-6 


My own fate has once more recalled to my mind 
that of Matilde—I have meditated much on a fifter_ 
.. To deat —alas, too certainly Effex is in the right, and pf 
there extits not a being 1 can call by that name.— 


Long years have ſucceeded each other, and flill that 


incomprehenſible myRery, that dieadful filence con- 


tinnes ; there is no circ: 17 Rance but dea'h that could 
occaſion it.—Farewell.then, oh name ever ſo plea- 


L{avt to my-lips, fink deep into my heart, aud remain 
eternally engraved there—farewel, thou pure ipirit !. 


too etherial for a worid ſo groſs, I wil no more lock 


| for thee on its ſurface, I will no more imagine thee 
beneath it—20 L wil now raiſe my fteadfalt eye to 


that heaven * where the wicked=ceale from tron- 


bling, ” and im fome yet undiſcovered flar fancy I 


behold thee ! Ah, deign, it ſo, to guide the uncertain 
ſteps of a wan lerer, and if my cruel fate c:-1du&t 
| them (till toward precipices, irradiate the fcene, and 
__ deliver me from the danger !—My ſpirits are hig/1 


wrought, and a lolermnny ey exquilite for deſcripti- = 


on poil:fes every taculiy —l muſt iteep them all in a 
l:thargy ere 1 recover Py A DIRTE Ys nominee 


#.$/ 4%.» 


Happinefs1 undeE,able good, in what ſhall T 
_comprize you ? no, i will not ſuppoſe it can be dene 
in gold, and yel _ pure was the tranfport a little 


of that vile metal called into the care furrowed coun-. 


t.cnances of Alittca's venerable parents! 'To the earth 


whick 
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- which gave, I have reflored the remainder ; it is bu- 


ried ealtward under the ſpreading cheſnut planted by 
Edward IV.—that popular tree, protected alike from 


_ the caprice of its owner, and the ſpade of the laborer, 
_ will hide it ſafely : but, oh ! if ever one noble heart 


Aghs under its ſhade oppreſſed with the ſting of penury, 


may fome good angel RUAPErs vey you reſt on that 
which can fully relieve you.” _ 


All is now prepared for my flight ; | I have fuld 


the attendance of Alithea; it will be well ſupplied 


in the remembrance that ſhe is happy—indulgent 


Heaven has given to her, parents. who grow old in - 


peace and virtue, a lover who knows not falſehood 


_ or anibition, and'a ſoul july grateful for blefdings 


beyond all valuation——he faithful creature'delays the 
haypineſs of him ſhe loves till he ſhall have convey- 
el this broken narrative into the hands of Lady Pem- 


. bocke ; nor do } fear to truſt him with it. —-Dear no- 


ble friend, once more my ſoul fondly faiutes you; 
beilow. on. my flight thoſe pious prayers with which 


. viitue conſecrates our purpoſes and believe mine rile- | 


ever for you. If we meet again, remember 1 it muſt be 
witi pleaſure, | | 
L'ADY PEMBROKE WRITES. 


Szarce had I recovered from the ſuarprize and grief 
otcafioned by the publication of this ſweet creature's 


ſuppoſitious death, ere a ruſtic demanded permiſſion 


to ſee me, and myſteriouſly delivered the wonderful 


Packer; © how affeting did I find it ! far howe- 
ver, from drying up my tears at learning ſhe yer | 


tived, I looked with terror on the future, leſt every _ 


following day ſhould multiply, or terribly finiſh her. 


miſeries. Ah, dear Marilda! I cannot agree with 
this fair viſionary, who ſo ealily adopts the romance 


of her lover. -Something ſeems to aſſure me thou art 
£3 my and FaGering , and for thy ſake I will pre- 


1erve. 
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ſerve theſe melancholy memorials : alas ! perhaps It 
_ were truer kindneſs to deſtroy them... 


\ LET -F E RH 
| Dated Drogheda. 
F R 0 M the fae Shores &f another kingdom once 


"more do I greet my friend —Alas ! 'ill can we judge 


for ourſelves, dear Lady Pembroke. 
| Provided with a fleet horſe, I ſet out to follow Eſſes, 


but ſcarce had I travelled a ſingle day, ere my ſhat- : 


| tered cenſiitution (no Jonger able to ſuſtain the leaſt 
| toi]) claimed two, to recover the fatigue of the firſt. 


During my ſtay at the Inn, my youth, the delicacy 
of my perſon and manners, with the air of reſerve I | 


found it neceſſary to aſſume, excited, a curioſity my 


| liberality alone was able to bound ; though «even 
_ that gave riſe to ſuſpicions almoſt caually dangerous. 


T began to tear my ſcheme would wholly tail in the 
execution; TI hired, however, two ruſtics well re- 
commended, as a guide, and Ph, eſcort; yet in travel- 


ling: on the ſolitary mountains of Wales, often dared 
not turn my head over my ſhoulder, Jeſt in my 
guards I ſhould behold my murderers. My impair-_ 


_ <4 health rendered the journey very tedious ; dur 
its progreſs, I pafſed for a poor youth following the 
ſteps of my father, and far gone in a conſumption, — 


After immenſe fatigue, I arrived at length at the port; 


where I underſtood with inexprefſible chagrin that 


_ Effex had embarked for Ireland a week before. — Alas! - 
a moment's recolle&jon enabled me to account for © 


this, apparently, ſlrange diſcretion :—in 'my eager- 
| neſs to conceal my favourite ſcheme, I had forgot to 
guard againſt the chance of my Lord's being inform- 


ed of my ſuppoſed death ere I reached him. On 


enquiry, I plainly perceived he had Jet ſpies in the 


neighbourhood of St. Vincent's Abbey when he quit-. 


ted it, who mifled by report, had haftened after him 


with news of the melancho!'y event, I learnt he had 
| | Gdaved 
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delayed croſſing from time to time without * giving 
any reaſon for &, but on being rouſed by the arrival 


of two officers, ks ordered the ſeamen to be called in 


the dead of the: night, and embarked the moment we. 
tide favoured his departure. 
| Though this information left me only myſelf to 


_ reproach, it did not lefſen my chagrin. I wander- | 
ed toward tite ſhore to meditate at Jeiſure : it was 
 Rtill littered with ſoldiers and their appendages ; they 
were. indulging with ungoverned licence, in drinking 


and riot. —Every thing I beheld, increaſed my fears 


of the voyage, it was indeed a tremendovs thouy ht 
to embark with a numerous body of licentions men 


for an unknown country, while wrapt in myſtery 


_ myfelf, and without a proteQtor — How, it atuated 
by curiofity, or a leſs excuſable motive, they ſhould 


guels at my ſex, and pry into my ſtory ; perhaps 
even the name of their general would want influence 


to ouard me. I trrned woman again, and trembled 
.at LI bare: EO Vhile irreſolute in what manner 


to difpole of ray unfortunate {elf, I obſerved a body 


of travellers packing. and underitood with 


JÞy it was Lady Southampton, and her train, el- 
corted by a choſen troop, for whom thoſe 1 had al- 
ready ſeen waited—-] bleſt indolgent heaven, which. 
thus relieved me from the cefiedts of my own indil- 
cretion, and demanded to fee - her—to fee her was 
enough, for with the penetration natural to her ſex, 
ſhe intantly knew me, and throwing her arms roand 
my neck, reproached me with a generous freedom 


for having retarded her journey, by obliging her to 
wait in vain for my arrival ; and finally, for ſhock- 
" Ing her with the Atticus ſtory of my death, —1 ex- 


plained to her my noguarded conduc, and its mo». 
tives. —She aſſured me ſhe dreaded the effet it might 


' have on my lover, as her Lord h ad nor time to write 


more than that kfſex was in deſfair ſor niy loſs, nor 


dared he venture. to leave him : therefore conjared 


ker to confide herſelf to the care of the officers he 
Taentoned, and follow with ail expedition. his in- 
formaticn doubled the regret which had already feiz« 

| | ed 
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ed on me; but to guard againſt all ſuſpicion and en- 
_quiry, Ireto'yed to retain my maſculine habit, and 
_ paſs for one of Lady CPCAAPLEE" s pages, till fafely 
lodged in Ireland. _ | | 
| We arrived hete laſt night, and fonnd_ a letter 

from Lord Southampton, lamenting the impoſlibility 
_ of waiting for his Lady, without abandoning Effex to 
a grief which urged him to raſhneſs and deſpair ; he 
ended with conjuring her to remain in this town till 

he had conſidered how to difpoſe-of her ſafely.—Oh, 
fortune, fortune, how unfairly do we accufe thee, 

when folly alone had led us into error !—l am more 
miſerable than it 1s poſſible to expreſs. Lady South- 

ampton would fain perſuads me this overſight may 

eventually prove lucky, as it will prevent my again _ 
ſeeing [flex ere the death of his Lady.—Ah ! what 
alteration. can h-r loſs make in my fate ?—«& I tell 
you my watchful triend, you tannot love my honor 
more than I do his fafery——between him and me_ 
there tis another bar not leſs infurmountable.—Did - 
not my liſter's marriage with a favorite of Elizabeth 

_ colt him his life? Alas, perhaps hers too was facrific- - 
cd !?—over her myſterious fate a dark vell early tell, 
_ dipt perhaps in the blood of her beloved—rather may I 


ſee my own veins opened, than ſurvive ſuch a cala- 


mity ; nay, even art this moment it has perhaps ſallen_ 
on me, and I may be dying in Effex while yet un- 
conſcious of my fate———oh, what horrors take 
polleffion of my foul at. the bare idea ! Lady 
Southampton has ſealed her Engin diſpatches, and 
TI can uy {ay adiee. | 


LE T_T E: R- II. 
| Dated Drogheda. 


BOUND to this ſins, my generous friend, and 
dreading all which paſſes beyoad it, hardly can my 
heart feel the concratulation you beflow. Environ- 
ed by enemies, and rendered raſh by deſpair, Effex 
now reyounces the glorious viſions he poſſelied my 

1magination 
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imagination with, and reſigns himſelf wholly up ts 


his-command. —Oh, that the arrow which ſtabs -me 


ſhould have been ſharpened by my own hand !—All_ 
here is alarm, uncertainty, and confaſion—we get and 
| loſe in the courſe of every. day a palſage-to our friends, 


nor dare we truſt to that: channel aught of impor- 
tance. Sir Coniers Clifford with a choſen body of 
troops was yeſterday ſurrounded, himſelf and half his 


men cut off jramediately—among the officers was a _ 
_ relation of Lady Southampton's;, ſhe has been weep-_ 
1ng the whole Day for him. —For my own part, *con- 


ſcious I have not. a tear to beſtow on common af. 


fictions, I gather mine into my heart, which feels 
| ready to pour forth :a deluge the moment one of my_ 


many fears ſhall be confirmed — you can form no 
conception of the wants, the woes, the horrible ſcenes 


we witreſs —Born, and bread in the arms of laxury 


and. proſperity, a diſtant war but faintly aſfets our 
minds; but oh, how tremendous does it appear when 


_ once! we are driven into its tempeſiuous ſeat !—death, 
_ ghaſtly death, aſſumes a bloody variety of forms ; 


whiie rapine, famine, ſickneis, and poverty fearfully _ 
forerun him. 6. ben Nw; 


| + T have hitherto thought my ſiſter's fate more con» 
ſmmmately wretched than even my own, but how is. 


every evil lightened hy compariſon !—Beloved Ma- 


_ tilda, born as. you were to woe, you ſaw but one . 
bounded profpet of the inflnitude the globe preſents to 
us; the horrors of this were unknown to you-—nn- 
comforting is"the pillow cf her who ſleeps within the 
ſound of a drum, anddancies its every Rroke is fate.— 
Is this to live? Ah no! it 1s to be continually 


dying. 


This country fo nearly allied to our own, yet offers 
to -our. view a kind of a new world ; divided into pet- 
ty ſtates, inveterately hiting each other, it knows not 


\ the benefit of ſociety, except when necefity combines 
the varions parties'2zain': a common enemy; yet 
though the neceflity unites, it cannot blend them ; 


the lealt ccſation of general danger awakens all their 
Es | narrow _ 
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marrow partialities and prejudices, which: continually 
'break out with bloody violence. 'The advantages 


-of commerce, the charms of licerature, all the graces 


_ of civilization, -which at once enrich the mind and 
form the manners, are almoſt unknown to*this peo- 
ple; with a ſavage'pride they fancy their poverty and | 
_*unregulated valor, 'which often enables them to:con- | 


tend with well-diſciplined troops, whom 'they ſome- 


_ times defeat by mere want of knowledge; at others, 
-on._the +contrary, 'they obſtinately purſue an unequal _ 
_ conteſt, while ſpeculating reaſon turns away 'from the - 
| *bloody ſcene, vainly confcious that their mangled 
 -bodies ſtrew the earth, only becauſe no -benevolent 
"being has yet deigned to attempt the — of their 


'min.!s. | 


__ How deeply muſt ſuch refleions. operate'on aheart 
bound up in the life of the accompliſhed leader! en- 
-dued but with the common powers of humanity, ex- 


-poſed with the reſt, alike to-the ſword and to the ele- 
"ments, he, even he, muſt one day periſh; and while 


1 weep the wretches every hour deprives of their be- 
| loved-proteCtors, I know not but T may .at the ſame_ 


- *moment be added to the number,-AHh, 'if de 


ſhould” impel Efſex,«—his natural heroiſm needs no 


Auch incentive,-ſhou!d he fall, unconſcious of 'my 


'yer ſurviving, to that fatal though well deſigned al - 


er Rs [ ſhould for ever impute his loſs, and die for 
having feigned to do ſo. 


_ A wild fancy has taken frange poſſeſſion of my 
minc—Lady Southampton ſays it is madneſs; pet- 
Haps it really 1s fo, but I can think of nothing elſe; 
ſhe, however, is too timid to judge—ſhe will pals her 


whole life here 1 really believe. 


Were I but for a moment to behold that expreſſive 
*'countenance;,—were I by a kind of refurrection again 


to appear before him !- | 
-_ Something irreſiſtible ks mema cliofen troop 


bs 'Y 


-are now ſetting ou'——l ſhall be ſafe under their pro- 


tefion==—Ah, if this ungovernable impulſe ſhould 
be but a preſentiment of his danger—never, never 


Vor. II. -.-—  thoul 


 T will go, but depend on 'my haſtening back.” 
T.ady Southampton would have made a wretched 
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ſhou'd I forgive myſelf were I to leave him wounded 


and dying, to the care of perſons comparatively indif- 
ferent. | Wnt ew  oiyc @: Mw an: = 
* Argue no longer, my dear importunate friend, 


 #D 


love for Effex; ſhe is the moſt apprehenſive of wo- 


men ; but the was not born -to_mate with that aſpir- 
ing hero. i Ts oo ri 


A Silence ſo tedious will make you numiber 'me_ 
among the dead; recover yourſelf, my beloved friend 


— born to a perpetual conteſt with 11] fortune, I fink 


'nct even vet under the oppreflion.—I have been col- _ 
TeQting all my thoughts to purſue my ſtrange recita!, 
** ſtrange indeed every day. D: 


| n our v-ay toward Ulſter, we were intercepted by 


a body of the rebe!lions Iriſh, and a deſperate ſkir- 
T1{h enfuce 


cf ation —f, who had in fancy lified a fivord -with 
the ſtreroth of Goliah, and interpoſed a {hield betore 


Ffex, heavier perbaps than -myſe!f, ſhrunk into an- 
pibilation at the bare fight of the conflict; and the 
frintings which laid me among the ſlain, perhaps a-_ 


} ne ſaved me from being added to their rumber, I 
3:vived in the hands of tome ferocious women, who 


'in ſhipping the dead, had diſcovered at one moment 


that, 1 yer. lived, and was one of their own ſex, In- 


drcel wither by a ſentiment of humanity, or the. 
hope of a reward, they liſtened 10 my eager ſuppli- 
cations for liſe, and conveyed me to a neighbouring. 


cabin; whither they ſoon ſummoned a prieſt, who 


cpened a vein in my arm. On iceb!y reviving; once 
Es moce, 


how ſhall I own 'it, and call myſelf. 
the love of Fflex; yet ſo it was—I, who had been 
ſo valiant in imagination, and remote from the field. 
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-more, of cait my eyes around in ſpeckle aſtoniſh- 
"ment, ſcarce knowing whether I ſhould think my- 


eſcape a bleſſing. I was environed by a ſet of be- 
ings who, in -complexion alone bore any reſemblance 
_ to myſelf, their Janguage, manners, and lives, ſeem- 


ing no more analogous, than thoſe of the Forrid 


| Zone. I laboured 1n vain to comprehend them, or 
to make myſelf underſtood, and was, in deſpair giv- 
_ Ing up the attempt, when the priett already menti-_ 
| oned came to my relief. Through his means I in- 
4ormed them that.the Lord Deputy would redeem me 


at any ranſom, provided they ſecured me from dan- | 
cer and: inſult. I ſhould, I believe, have enſured 
my own ſafety, had not the vicorious party learnt, 
by ſome Rrapgler, that an Engliſh woman of diſtin- | 
guithed rank had been diſcovered among the lain. 
They eagerly turned back to demand me, and the 

[hope of reward alike influencing my preſervers to 


keep me in their hands, a diſpute no lefs fierce, 


though not ſo. bloody, as that T had before witne!l- 
ed, followed; it was too wviolent'to be compromiſed, 


-and at length, as the only way to prevent murder, _ 
both parties agreed I ſhould be put into the hands of 


their General 'Tiroen; or, as ſome -called him, 
O*Neal. 4Intreaties or reſiſtance would have been 
equally vain, and I was obliged to rejoice they 
thought me of conſequence enough to at ſo Honor- 
ably by me. 

During this interval, one of the ſervants FEEaRr) 


| by Lady Southumpton immediately toattend on me, 
having lingered a few minutes behind the Engliſh 


troop, followed to rejoin them at the moment of the 


" enter; the ſound of the firing reached him ere he 


fell in with the cours, and clapping ſpurs to his 


Horſe, he flew back to- the village we all had lately 


O 
quitted, there to wait in ſafety the event of the con- 


te't: at this place he was informed, a band of rebels. 


val iitued out from an ambuicede formed in the 


N*ighyouring monntaing and while he was wavering _ 
what Rep to take, the news of my ſex and capture 


D 2 . | tuddenly 


 Y- THE RECESS, &c. 2] 

ſuddenly reached him; ſtruck with the idea of ſome 
important myſtery, as well from my diſguiſe as the 
cautions of his Lady, he haſtened back to her with 
the ſtrange intelligence. The generous but timid 
Lady Southampton, impreſfed ſolely with the idea of 


my danger, wrote -inſtantaneouſly to Eflex, briefly 


Teciting all he did not know of my ſtory, and ſtrongly 
_ coryuring him to exert his utmoſt -influence to pre- 
ſerve me from inſult, _ Eons” Jo We ids Loy 
| _ But who ſhall paint the feelings of Efſex, when 
the ſurprizing intelligence firſt reached him ! intelli- 


gence which, in one moment, opened all thoſe ſources 


of tenderneſs in his ſoul, grief and deſpair had well 


nigh congealed. To think I Rl] lived would have 
been conſummate happineſs, had I not been thus 


_unaccountably fnatched away, even at the very mo- 

Ment of my miraculous renovation: ſo -fingular a 

complication of events almoſt deprived -him of bis 
' fenſes, and wrought impulſe -up to agony. Perhaps 
_ the laſt untoward incident of my lile was neceſſary 


to ſave his brain from partaking -the diſtractions of 


His mind=—ſfick at the heart of an incurable ſforrow— 
fatigued with the cares of government, and the fla- 
very of command, the news of my exiſtence and 
capture made him find in diſtintions hitherto ſo op- 
_ Preffive, the (ole profſpet of recovering a treaſure, 


which alone could give value to. his future life. 


From the knowledge acquired in his military: com- 
mand, Eſſex was enabled to decide on the charaQter 
_ of Tiroer—he juſtly believed it .unprincjpled and 


ungovernable: how muſt he tremble then to recol- 


tet my fate was in his hands! In a conjunture ſo 
_ dangerous, he reſigned himſelf entirely to the gui- 
_ dance of an impaſſioned heart, and diſpatched an of- 
| ficer of rank, charging the arch-rebel by the blood 
of thouſands yet unfpilt, not to exaſperate the 
Evgliſh, and himſelf in particular, by maltreating 


the lady fortune had thrown into his power ; for 


_ who!2 ranſom any ſum was rendered her captors 


This 


ſic nid demand. 


MA et” Ts 


\ 
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This raſh and impetuous addreſs had conſequences 


_ only leſs dangerous than thoſe it guarded againlt. 
_ Tiroen unfortunately diſcovered at once that he had, 
the happineſs of the Lord Deputy i in his keeping, and 
though he flattered him from time to time with pro- 
 miſes of noble: treatment, he ſecretly determined no _ 
doubt, that if he ever parted. with me, It ſhould be. 


upon his own terms... 
It was. not till ſeveral of theſe. meſſages had paſſed, 
that Tiroen's curioſity led him to vitit me: the at- 


tention excited by my maſculine. habit had led me 
immediately to requelt one more- ſuited to my ſex : 


and the delicate ſituation I ſtood in, obliging me to 
conduct myſelf with the utmoſt caution, I had thought 
it peculiarly fortunate. to eſcape the notice. of the. 


_ General. 


The continua}- .repitition of his cis if. when 


once he had ſeen me;-the laviſh ſuppiy._ of ſuch ac-_ 


commodations as that ravaged country then afforded 
—an obltinate ſilence on the ſtate of my: affairs, and 


| the moſt weariſome diſcufſions- of his own, all too 


ſoon convinced me, that neither his pride, his ambi- 
tion, . or: his ter ocity, had been able to guard the heart 


_ of Tiroen from that powerful paflion which invigo- 


rated the being of his diſtinguiſhed rival—lI trembled 
at the. recoilection that I was wholly in his power— 
already misjudged as the. voluntary miltreſs of t ffes, 


unwilling. to annonnce myſelf, and unable, had I 
_ done ſo, to prove. my right to any name or diſtinQi- . 
_ on, mine was indeed a fearful ſituation. I was not 


allowed to hold any correſpondence with the Engliſh, 
and only: knew by the watch kept over me, that a 


human being was anxious for my releaſe. 


Whatever conſequences might follow my appear- 
ing pleaſed with the diſtinftions Javiſhed on me by 
Tiroen, [ fe!t every day more ſenſibly that I had no 
other means of avoiding the licentious infolence of _ 
his officers; who fancied their ſervices ſo important 

to the cauie they had eſpouſed, as to ſecure. their 


condud from too firict a fcrutiny,. 
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Tiroen fought occaſions to break off, renew, . or- 
protong, the ſecret intercourſe in which he had now- 
engaged with Eſſex; but a lingering treaty agreed not- 
with the fiery impatience of that unfortunate hero. 


| His divided ſoul no longer could attend to the duties 
_ of his command—the buſineſs of the war was at an 


end—Effex was no longer a cool and:'prudent Gene- 
ral, watchful to” ſeize every advantage, and har-. 


| Tais the enemy—alas, he was now only a mad and 


extravagant lover, ready to ſacrifice every thing to the 
recovery of one adored individual. —Delivered up to_ 


_ palſion, to terror, to agony, to every torturing exceſs: 


of overſtrained ſenſibility, at this fatal period the ge- 


 nerous Efſex was gradually ſacrificing the whole 


renown of a life hitherto 1s glorious. The news of 


 Tiroen's love crowned his misfortunes; and that ITY 
_ exable traitor, determined to bring the Lord Deputy 


to his terms, by various emiſſaries had him informed 


of plots he never Jaid againſt me, and repulſes he 
never ſuſtained; ſpeciouſly diſowning ſuch deſigns in 


terms calculated only to redouble the ſuſpicions of 


his rival: oe "Hs hy 3G 

By artifices like theſe the warlike talents and dig- 
nifed mind of Effex were kept in abiolme ſubjc&ti- 
ON ; he no longer dared to exert the valuur which 


burned: proudly at his heart, but ſlifling every emo- 
tion love did not excite, he eagerly enpaged in a ſecret 


and dangerons treaty.—The raſh propoſal of Eſſex to 


confer with Tiroen from the oppofite banks of a rivu- 
Jet, I imputed to the paſſionate defire a lover ever has 


_ to judge of the perſon and talents of the man who 


dares to rival him=this interview could not be kept a 


| ſecret—alas, perhaps it decided the fortune of the Lord 


Deputy !—Misjudged from that moment by a' buſy 
world which ſees only the ſurface of things, to timie 


dity, to avarice, to indolence, to ambition, by turns, 


has been afcribed an incident, of which love had alt 
the merit or the ſhame.—Ah! had the erroneous mul. 
titude conſidered but a moment, ſurely they had dif- 
cerned a my ltery in his condut, —What could ambition, 


| glory, 
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glory, pride require, he did not poſſeſs alreacy ! It 
to hold the moiſt abſolute ſway over the molt abſulute 
of Sovereigns could- gratiſy thoſe withes, they were 
___ gratified !=——Rather, ye buſy Many, learn to pity 
than condemn the generous frenzy of a bleeding heart 
which boldly ſacrificed every thing to an over-ruling, 
an irrefiſtable paſlion—1 paſſion mine muſt break 10 
anſwer—and it wi/l break.—Oh !. my ſhook brain, 
how wild it wanders !Janm—_ «= | 
_ Gay viſions 'of a higher happier ſphere, where are 
ye? ah! deign to gild awhile this gloomy world !— 
| how inexpreflibly ſweet are at intervals the trances ct 
my mind !—care, ſorrow, ſuffering, mortality itie!t is 
| forgotten: abſorbed in a bright obicures, every high- 
wrought faculty hovers proudiy on. the verge of a_ 
long eternity——ſye on this earthy covering, how 1t 
drags down my ſoul, my ſoaring ſoul. 


mc) 
Fl 


A099 SS 


I wake from theſe day dreams, and return to my 
__ ſubjet—in fruitleſs and tedious negociations were 
thus conſuming thoſe days we would in vain recall, 
important days fraught with the very fate of the uv- 
bleſt of mankind. RES oe $ | 


CET oY WE DE Y 


__ The long delays, the eternal diſappointments, 
_ exhauſted my patience; agitated by a thouſand ap- 
_ prehenſions, which no leſs concerned my lover than 
myſelt, miſery once: more ſtruck her iron fangs 
through my quivering heart.  Compelled to liiruggle 
with a ſoul juſtly conſcions of purity; to ſupport an. 
apparent tranquility ; to adopt an artificial character ; 
to ſuffer Tireon to delude himſelf in a perſuaſion the 
_ tye between me and Effex was diſhonourable, leſt an 
uncertain one ſhou]d want power to reſtrain him, 
how many implicated indignities did I pitiently en- 
dure !—Perſeeuted with his baſe ſolicitations ; over- 
whelmed with bribes as ſplendid as they were con- 
temptible, I could ward off his expeQations oniy by 
$75 a feint 
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a feint: my nature diſdained. In anſwer: to his un>- 
bounded offers, and tender proteſtations, I one day: 
bad him. remember that in thoſe inflances he could: 
not ſurpaſs the' generous lover. he ſought to rival 5: 


for that it was.in the power of Effex to give me every 


thing but his te —Tiroen pauſed. indignantly. for a: 
moment, and my heart exulting in its artifice, fondly. 
hoped the ſpeQtrres of: his whole line of: royal anceſtors. 
wonld {weep before him, precJuding every idea of a. 
union ſo diſhonorable. His whole eſtimation, and. 


| the ſuceeſs of the war depended, I:well knew, . on his. 
retaining the affe&tions of the people, and how could: 
_ te hope for. thoſe if he diſgraced the. blood. of the 
O'Neal's? He fcarce credited the boldneſs of idea; 


which appeared in this hint of mine, and ſiruck with. 


a periualion .I muſt be of ſome ſuperior rank to dare. 


thus to elevate my eyes to him, he once more ajtempt-. 


ed to dive into a myſtery ſo carefully and obſtinately 


concealed, 1 was however. on my guard, and funk 
again into my original obſcurity, Still eager to poſ-. 
ſeis a woman he could not eſteem, he at lalt afſured 


me (atier having obſerved that an engagement. to a, 
lady of his own family alone held his party together), 
that he covld bind himſelf. in fecret by every tye L 
thould diftate, 1 unwarily replied, the condu@t and- 
love of Eff-x had been ſo unqueſtionably noble, that 


nothing but a ſuperior and, public marriage could: 


_ vindicate me even to myſelf, i breaking with him.,—. 
Tiroen's look and anſwer made me levflible of the 
danger of this ſpeech, and that in leaving him. 

without hope, I had left myſelf without ſafety. L 

felt from this moment like a wretch entirely devoted; 


and under the name of indiipoſition (of which indeed 
I had ſufficient reaſon to complain) I procured from, 


a ſurgeon who bled -me, a quantity ct liquid lauda- 


rurm, tome portion of which } pretended to take every, 
night, but in reality reſerved the whote of it {or that, 


fatal one which ſhou'd copfirw 1ay tears. | 
Such were the ſuiterings of Eflex and myſelf, 


while the two camps were in light of each other, and. 


nothing 


X 
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nothing but the moſt guarded vigilence could prevent 
the incenſed Engliſh from coming to aQtion—l was 
one evening alcne in the tent allotted to me (tor Ti- 
'roen would never truſt me in- any neighbouring fort 
or town) which from the aſcent it was pitched on, 
commanded the whole valey, and looking with tear- 
- ful eyes towards the. increaſing fires in-the Englith 
camp, when Tireow approached me- unawares—his 
complexion. was: flaſhed with” wine, and his-eyes and 
_ air ſhewed a-determination at which my nature ſhud- 
 dered—no longer regarding decorum or reſped&,: his 

manners made: me in a moment ſenſible 1 had defer- 
| red taking my. laudanum too long. —An idea, at 

which I have never ceaſed to wonder, ſuggeſted itſelt 

to my mind ; . and while flutuating between the poſe. 
fible and'. impoſlible, ] a little ſoothed the boiſterous 


_wretchz. at whofe profligate yows I trembled—intoxi- 


 _ cation deprived him of the guard he had fo Jong kepr 
_ over his-lips—imagining himſelf already poſſeifed of 
the beloved of Effex, he could not forbear vaunting 
| of the addreſs which ſecured her to him. —«k learnt 
with equal horror and amazement, that the long delay 

_ my capture and the ſubſequent treaties had occaſioned 
In the war, were all concerted ftrokes of diabolical po- _ 
_ hey to ruin the fair faine of the Lord Deputy.-That - 
during theſe tata} treaties, .'Tiroen himſelf had ſent the 
moſt indubitable . proofs: to. Elizabeth ! of the . miſcon- 
duct of her. General, ' and had every reaſon to ſuppoſe - 
| he would immediately! be recalled, and ignominiouſly 
puniſhed : nor: could- ſhe ever ſelet another: equally. 
dear to the army, on-which every thing ia war de- 
pended. —1 'turned with -ineffable difdain toward _ 
the. monſter. —-QF, that ar eye-beam could: have Kkill- 
ed him, I—Sngroſſed, however, by. his various views, - 
inflated with ſelf-love and applaufe, and-confuſed with 
_ wine, he ſaw nct ia glance :which ' would ipſtantane-. 
_ ouſly. have untolded my: whole: heart, to the execrable,. 
_ the ungerovus traitor ; unworthy the race he ſprung 
from, and the ſword h2 drew —He continued to ex- 
palate on his bopes of wholly expelling- the Engliſh, 
pe Rs | | and 


which almoſt ſtiffened to a convullion, and complain- 
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and aſcending the throne of Ireland ; but what after this | 


_ unwary and black diſcovery could his views be to. me? 

A thouſand dangers were preſling upon my ſoul, and: 
a thouſand projects floating in my. brain : I had hard- 
ly temper or recolle&ion to methodize any—while he- 


continued to charm himſelf. with the diſcloſure of all 
his vanity and ambition, hatred and horror. nerved my. 


 heart- with courage to execute a.ſtrange. deſign, the- 


deſperation of ſuch a moment alone. could have: 
ſuggeſted. Convinced, by the tenor of: his diſcourſe 


and condut, that I could eſcape his licentious pur-. 


Poſes only by feigning an intention of yieiding to. 
them, I ſmoothed my agonized features into a imile:- 
ed of thirſt—a glaſs of water ſtood by, of which T- 
drank—inclination no leſs than gallantry, made him- 
rafilt on pledging me; but refuſing to give him the 
water without wine, I mixed it with an officiouſneſs-. 


perhaps too obvious, adding the whole quantity of- 
 Jaudanum provided for myſelf The haſte and tremor _ 


attending ſo dangerous a tranſaftion, might well have _ 


excited diltrult in him at any time, much more at * 
| fuch a criſis 3. but not in a condition. to obſerve very. 
_ firifly, and delighted with a condeſcenſion on my 


part alike new and unexpected, in a tranſport of gal-. 


| lantry he dropt on his knees, and uniting my name. 


with lis own, cemen'e.} both with that of happineſs : . 
the latter ſeemed to tremble back into my heart as he-. 
eagerly ſwallowed the beverage. Sleep had before- 
hovered over his eyelids ;. it was now forerun by {tu-. 
pefation. The hcur of reſt arrived ; but the women _ 


' who uſually flept in the outer tent, came not near. 


3t—I could not doubt but that their abſence was ow- 
1Nnyz to the previous orders given by the General, and 
faliing on my knees, intreated him who armed the. 
Afﬀ;rian with conrage voluntarily to dare the fitua- 


on into which IT was brought unconſenting, to bear 


me boldly and ſafely through it. A fortitude equal 
to the danger, ſeemed 10 ſpring from the addreſs and 
the cc:afion.— —The regimental cleak Tiroen had, 

| —_ _ thrown 
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thrown off on entering, ſerved to cover my maſculine 
Habit, which I reſumed with expedition : it was a 
cloak ſo remarkable, and familiar to every eye in 
the camp, almoſt to'enſure my ſafety. I overweighed _ 
my throbbing temples with his warlike plume, and 
finally, drawing from his finger a ſignet to produce if 
neceſſary, I boldly graſped his dagger to decide my 
fate ſhould I be diſcovered, and iflued - forth a ſecond 
TO no I 
| I had warily marked the progreſs: of the night; . 
the laſt watch had now gone by, and the time was 
paſt when it was probable any officer ſhould be ſtir- 
ring of note enough to addreſs the General... I had 

heard Tireon fay it was his common pradtice to walk 
the camp at night, and in thar confidence ventured ro. 
paſs for him. Scarce had I gove a hundred paces. 
when the homage--of the centinels aſſured me the 
counterfeit was undiſcovered. ED ot 
. With an agitated heart I paſſed from: one to ano- 
ther, guided -only+ by the- diſtant lights, (for Tireon 
always pitched his camp on a hill) til] near the ad-- 
_ vanced guard, I then retired behind a large tent, and. 
diſrobing myſelf cf their Genera}'s accoutrements, 
put on a common: hat I had carried for that purpoſe 
_ —what were my terrors when having reached the 
confines of the. camp,: now doubly watched, TI pres» 
ſented the fignet 'as a proof I was ſent on earneſt 
 bufineſs—FThe guard* heſitated, . but after tedioufly- 
debating, while I went through tortures, they judg- 
ed it prudent to admit a token which alone could _ 
have enabled me torreach' them, and { 'was ſuffered 

to pals. | | = | Re Feta 
I thot like an arraw from a bow when once theſe 
_ dreaded limirs were overleaped, fcarce daring to ad- 
_ dreſs my very foul: to heaven, leſt one loſt moment. 

ſhould undo me. : Tn = 
Whether my eyes had deceived me in the imagined 
nearneſs of the Englilh camp, or my trembling and 
unguided feet had wandered wide of it, T know not ; 
but ſorely were they bliſtered ere I approached its 
Umits—- 


a4 


 limitz—piercing through thickets, Which tore. alike- 
my. garments and my fleſh, with ſpirits fainting even. 


\ 


a” 
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to death, I ſudden]y heard a ſcont give the watch-word 


in Engliſh. Overjoyed.to thick mylelf. fafe, I unhap-. 


prly wanted preſence of mind to pronounce a fingle - 


iyHable, and the cfkicious foldier miſtaking me for a_ 
ſpy, levelled his piece, and inſtantly pierced my ſide. 


— My ſpirits were no longer equal to contending with. 


_ danger or with death, and the fear. of diſcovery be- _ 
1ng the prevailing fentiment of. my ſex, I ſeebly con-_ 


 yured the man, if he hoped for. pardon to bear me to - 
the tent of the Lord Neputy. The delicacy of my_ 
_ complexion and cloaths had already. ſurprized the in-. 
_ advertent foldier--he quickly called together ſome . 
af his companions, who afliſted in laying me on a. 

 _ hurdle, and bearing me toward the tent of Eflex. 

_ 'The morning was now broke—I.ſaw the, early beams . 


of the ſun emblazon the golden ornaments of. the Ge- 


neral's tent=»ſome officers came. out of it as I ap-. 


proached.—My heart, from which life. ſeemed every, 
mement ready to ifſue, made _a_ courageaus effort to, 


colle& into itſelf the ſcattered principles of: a. being - 


I appeared on the very point of reſigning. 1 fancied - 
ere he yet ipoke, I.-heard the. voice ſo dear. to mem-T; 


 Fancied! ah, I indeed /awv. him ruſh. forward, on the 


firſt hint : but; root-bound as it were, he ſlopped be- 
fore he came to me, and ſent his very ſoul forth in a. 


| QT OAT mots Yes, I flex, cried ],_ extending my feeble. 
| hand, the wretch heaven did not allow to live in thy. 7 
_ aims. receives its next indulgence. in being permitted;, 
to die there,'-—But hcw ſhall I deſcribe. the. tearfu}, 


tranſports, the tcucking agonies of his. recovered in- . 


' reliects! I ſunk under the keen ecltacy of the mo-. 


Yoent, and Jong faintings ſucceeded, eccafioned by. 
Toy- loſs of blood, which once more. brought me to. 
the very. verge. of the grave, Se: 


'The amiable. Lady Sombampton came at the in-. 


lance of, her. couſin, and gave by her preſence, a de-. 


corum to Wy. {ituation 1t had long wanted. Every. 


<ficrt cf ait was exerted to ſoothe my broken ſpirits, . 


and ; 


».. 
- 


deennth "GETITY > 
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and ſtrengthen my exhauſted frame. He- who. alone - 
could yive efficacy to medicine, hovered near,. and' 
when ſpeech was interdifted, by, affeftionate looks. 
ſuſtained me,—Ah, how pleaſant were. even theſe- 
ſufferings.! how ſweet was it. tq colle& back into my 
* heart thoſe gentle impulſes war and terror had driven. 

from their home !-—=to afftance my. ſoul -in-:filence- to: 
its only Lord, and to fancy whatever. fate heaven. 
ſhould hereafter ordain himy. mine. couid no. longer. bg... 
divided from it: ; EO ay EC I RIgT.. 
_ As ſoon as my-amended' health allowed, I: entered; 
into a detail of _ all: that had-paſſed ſince, Lord Efſſex_ 
| left me at St. Vincent's Abbey. He in return: informs. 


ed me, that. the. lethargy. into.. which Tiroen was. 


 Plunged by. the. laudanum I had ſo haſtily. adminifter- _ 
| ed, was very, near being. fatal to. him, . as the.utmoſt. 
_ effort. of. care and. medicine could only preſerve. him. 
the. faculty of, breathing ;. ſince to diſturb» his. 
deep, and. unwholeſome. flumbers always threw. him. 
into a dangerous delirium, The, courageous effort. 
by which: ] had. recovered. my liberty, he added, had. 

formed. the whole converſation. of both: camps while- 
my fat? was yet uncertain. I blefled the awfu) power 
who ſaved. me the. guilt of murdering even. a.villain, 
and. did:yot immediate)y remark that Eſſex gave. me. 
. no. farther information, \þ[[9) ns Oe. 

| I ſoon learnt from Lady Southampton: the painful 
truths my Lord ſought to-hide from me——that Eiiza- 
beth had. inceſfantly urged. him to proſecute. a war 

which his fears. for. me had hitherto. ſuſpended ; - 
but finding at. length: that both intreaties and com- . 
mands were loſt upon- him, ſhe grew cold -and diſ-. 
 gulted. His friends in England had given him but: 
' too much. reaſon. to. believe-thati his enemies were gras. 

dually acquiring the-aſcendancy in. her heart, he as. 

radually loſt; - ſince. all her favours were: now las... 
viſhed on. Sir Walter Raleigh, the .houſe of Cecil, and. 
the Earl of Nottingham, a party who had. long me. 
dilated the downfall of Eflex and Southampton, of. 
which they now ſpoke as a certainty; and that even 


OB. «> SCE. Fe» 
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the common people beheld with - diſcontent the flow _ 
progreſs of the war in Ireland,.nor could Effex” any 


longer depend upon-popularity. | 
The unguarded friend who made me this- veckial; 


engroſled by ber own ſhare-in it, forgot how it in- 
| tereſted me. I: called to mind the information ſent 
| by Tiroen to Elizabeth, which but too well account- 


ed for the Queen's anger and diſguſt, and conceived . 
at once all its probable conſequences. Effex, unlike 


all other favourites, could never be brought- to know _ 

incapable. of 
thoſe little arts by which meaner minds attach the - 

inſidious train of ſyeuphants a-court always abounds 
with: he-had ever ſcorned a partial —_— and 


any claim to ſuperiority but merit- 


politic diſtribution, of poſts and + places —— The mer-_ 


| cenary wretches who had bowed to him. in vain, paid © 
their court to his enemies with - more -ſucceſs, and in- 
| ſtructed by them in» every weakneſs of 'the favourite, . 
_ were ever ready to ſtrengthen any prejudice the Queen . 
might conceive agamſt him. A+ thouſand fears 1nci- 
dent to age and decaying power, were. thus cheriſhed : 
| In her, which magnified by- paſſions time itſelf could 
never allay, might perhaps ſtamp the baſe intelligence - 
_ of Tiroen with the fataF authority of unbiaſſed truth; . 


and pive to the inattivity of Efſex, the appearance of _ 


treaſon.—Such a train of cirumſtances could hardly 
fail to itayger a mind-in- full -poſſeſhon of the nobleſt | 
_ and moſt impartial judgement ; what then might we 
Not fear from a Sovereign -always influenced by pre- 

| Judices each paſting day ſtrengthened, as -it infenſibly . 

_ impaired her reaſon? Fortunately, by an extrava- 
| gance of dotage which almoſt punithed 'the errors of 
__ her youth, thoſe prejudices had hitherto united in his - 
favor :—yet while I perceived but a fingle chance 
againſt him, my foul ſhrunk from the idea of entruſt. 


ing his life with her. 
To give Lard Effex the opportunity of vindicating | 


himſelf to Elizabeth, I reſolved to account for her 


condut; and divulged to him the inadvertent ac- 


- knowledgement made by Tir ens during. our laſt me- 


| morale 
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 morable i rnteavivw;: of his own perfidy and diſfimula- = 
tion. A generous ſcarlet burnt on the cheek of Ef- 


_ fex while he execrated the traitor; but truck imme- 


_ diately with a full convition of the- conſequences 


that might reſu]t from this. baſe.intelligence, he form- 


ed the extraordinary reſolution of Thrartung, to Eng-- 


land to jultify his honor. 


'T his determination no. leſs ſhocked than. ſarprized: 
me; far from imagining my. information. would. lead: 
to fo wild a; project, I rather ſuppoſed. it- would . ſug+ 
geſt to him the ;mpoſlibility of ever. reviſiting Eng-_ 
land, unleſs.the redution of. Ulſter was fully accom-. 
; plithed. —[n truth; I-dared not confeſs my fears that. 
even then to remain with- the army alone could en- 
fare his fafety— his honor was. piqued, and nothing 
_ could hinder him from vindicating it. —Perſuaded a 
| ſep as bold as this, alone. would convince Elizabeth. 
_ of his innocence, and accuſtomed to regain, whenever 
he appeared, that influence over her, his enemies had 


_ often encroached on in-his abſence, he perſuaded him- 


ſelf he need only be ſeen to triumph, and concluded pb 


a truce, as the preliminary to his departure... 


' The pride of ſex, ſenſibility, and honor, PEP 
_ _ ed with the leading paſſion. of my nature, and taught. 
me to difdain- over-ruling him I could not con-. 


vince ;—nevertheleſs, F almoſt ſunk: under the con- 


fiit.— | he frightful ſituation .in which 1 had been _ 


placed fince my arrival in Ireland, made me obfti- 


 rately refuſe to continue there, whenever Eſſex + 
| ſhould leave. it ; and the curioſity I had excited alike_ 


by my bold eſcape,” and wound, made it bazardous to 
commit me to the charge of any. officer left behind. 


Surrounded with friends, re.ations, and” dependants, . 
Eſſex (ſuch. is the painful uncertainty ever attending 
| on elevated rank) knew not one to whom he could 
 fafely intruſt ſo delicate.a care. '] he. generous South» . 
ampton, determined to ſhare the fate of his. friend. 


by accompanying him, propoſed to. unite that of his 


' Lady with mine, by ſhipping us off ere they embark- 


ed, with ſervants they thould mutually ſelet; ap. 
parently 


| 
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parently bound for France, . but in a fa& for-the coalt 
_ of Camberland. In. the moſt romantic and ſolitary. 
| Part of that remote. county,. the Wriotheſleys long 
_ owned a caltle,. where malice-itſelf would hardly feek,. 
and certainly never find us;. there he afſured Eſſex. 
we might repoſe. in. peace, . till they ſhould return. 
again to Ireland. TI felt-all the merit of: this proje&t;. 
by which. the. amiable Southampton robbed. himſelf: 
_ of: the dear ſociety: of: his wife merely. to do honor to 
_ the beloved of his friend; and adopted it with the ut-- 
_ moſt eagerneſs,.. from the hope. that if. the buſy tranſe- 
mitters of Lord Eff:x's. ations had ever: menti-- 
| oned me, this total ſeparation would extinguiſh all. 
jealouſy in the mind of: Elizabeth; who I'knew would . 
_ much ſooner overlook. the loſs of an. army. than his, 
heart. 
Although Eſſex knew not- "Ep to place me. f VEOT' BE 


- ly in Ireland, it was with pain he conſented to my. - 


quitting it; but — me. obſtinately partial-.to | 
_ Lord Southampton's- deſign, he. conſented. to my re-. 
fuming my. maſculine diſguife,.. and ſeleRted a veſſel © 
whoſe captain was. devoted to him; having. ordered : 
a. lighter one to be prepared for. hinaſelf.- | 
So ſad a preſentiment ſhivered my ſoul .on- the morn 
appointed for embarkation,: that. it.- was: the utmoſt 
effort of my- principles to ſuffer | fſex to-a& in. confor» - 


mity to his: 1-had: previouſly inſiſted he- ſhould ſail - 


| at the ſame moment with mylelf, to end my -fears of _ 
' that formidable fayage. Virnen; and when he-entered | 
my chamber. to conduct-me. to. the ſhip, my. heart - 
_ Guiyered :;on lips which-. had no longer the. power 
to. utter a-4yllable..-He. beſought, he conjured me, 
to- ſupport my. finking ſpirits; * the higheſt hopes, 
he added, wth an air of fincertty, elevated his own; . 
that it. had always-been- his prides. his: pleaſure, to de= 


ſerve the diflinQQons laviſhed on him: by the-Queen}. 


_ and whetever. views he had formed:.when heaven 
 thould call her: hence, he. could not reſfolve.even by. 
ingratitude, much leſs treaſon, to ſhorten her days 
who had crowned ina. with glory. Doubr not, x _ ; 
| clude 


THE RECESS, $6: 89. 


eluded he, my love, but { ſhall recover all my in- 
fluence, and remember when next we meet it is to. 
_ Part no more.” 

1|-omened ſeemed that ſentence to me—I [IE 
| too his voice ſounded hollow——-I fancied !—alas, 
every dire chimera ſenſibility preſents to an impaſ- 


fioned heart took full poſſeſſion of mine ; yet, - as to. 


exert the leaſt influence at ſo trying a. moment was. 
ro render myſelf accountable for his furure fate, L 
oppoſed ennobling ſentiment to an ungovernable paſ- 
ſion, and heroitcally reſigned him up to his duty. 

We quitted the port at the ſame inflant: he ſteers. 
ing for that neareſt the Iriſh coaſt, I. for the North- 
of England.—Both by conſfeat remained on the deck. 
with ſouls fixed on each other, till the beloved. indi- 

_ vidual vaniſhed, and the veſſel ſeemed an obje&t only 

lefs dear; that at length diminiſhed to a. cloud, the- 

cloud ſhrunk to a ſpeck, and the ſpeck became invi- 
 fible.—I threw myſeif on my bed, and giving way. 
| to the tears I had hitherto ſtifled, I befought the al-. 
mlbty to guard him he had ſo eminently Giltine.. 
_guiihed, 

Compaſiion had induced Efſex to conſent to. our- 
conveying over an old officer who had been. deſpe-_ 
rately wounded. The intenſe ſickneſs produced by. 
the element, cauſed his wounds to open, which. 


obliged us to put back and land him, or facrifice his 


| life to our convenience. and this unforeſeen delay,. 
expoſed us to a calamity as laſting as it was grievous. 

 _ Launched a ſecong time on thoſe reſtleſs ſurges to. 
. Which. alone I could compare. my. own perturbed. 


ſoul, the next day bronght the compariſon Rill near- 


 er—A dreadful tempeſt aroſe nor were we within. 
reach of any port. The enraged and howling winds. 
drove tie velle} at pleaſure a chouſand times. tide long. 
into the deep, and the impetuous and forming waves. 
_ threw it up again with equal violenc ——— We 
remained liupited with terror; ſhut down with our. 
women in the cabn, the rapid motions and cries. of 
the ſeamen, the tremendous cracks and 4 groans cf ole 
vellel. 
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veſſel, enitel with the warring elements to SIR har 


fate indifferent every moment brought nearer. To. 
prepare my mind for the impending eyent, I, however 


 recollefted, with due gratitude to heaven, that the- 
light veſſel io which Effex ſailed, had doubtleſs made 


a near port, ere the ſtorm began, and landed him n- 


ſafety. 


I pondered once: more on that wonderful charac-- 


by ter I had ſo often conſidered. I ſaw however ſtrong. 


the predominant foible of Lord Efſex, it ſtill gave 


way to reQtitude; and fearful the paſſion which led 
him towards me, might one- day affe& his ſafety, I: 
bent to the awful. God who thus in thunder called: 
_ away irs weak and” helpleſs. object ;—not without ad- 
: _ the ſingularity of that deſtiny, which by in- 


erring me in the ocean, ſecured the forged-death and 
abs. I had publiſhed for myſelf, from. ever being. 


: diſcovered. 


Strengthened, if not conſoled by theſe ideas, I 


ſought to chear my no leſs ſuffering friend; w! o- 1 
_ rejefting alike food ad comfort, reftened hard \-- 


wholly np to ſickneſs, faintings, and forrow.—Ah 


who ſhall ſay. we ſuffer in vain! the feelings of the 


ſoul, like the organs of fight, gain ſtrength by uſe,. 


till we. dare to analyze that fate. we once could not. 
have ventured. to conſider; while the refined and ex- 


quiſite ſenſe of mental- anguiſh which renders us ſu- 
periar-to common evils, often gives an apparent ſublt-_ 


mity to efforts which are little in our own eſtimati- 


on.—Lady Southampton, yet diſtinguiſhed by nature; 
fortune, , love, clung to thoſe rich poſſeſſions, ant 


ſhrunk from-the awful immortality which threatened _ 
_ every moment to take place of them. —She: litened to 


me with wonder, and this inſtance of fortitude im-_ 


_ prefled her mind- with a reverence for my charatters. 


time could never obliterate. _ | 
The ſudden abatement of the ſtorm contributed : 


little to our ſafety; as the ſhip, il! calculated for ſuch _ 
a conflict, had bulged upon a rock, and now. filled fo 
faſt with. water, , that the utmoſt diligence of the crew | 


could i 


could. Fey > ſave us how "TOO - The fi Pe 
of the land ere the evening cloſed, had Pat power to. 
cheer for a moment, wretches who no more hoped to 
behold the dawning of the morn.—To the uproar and- 


_ turbulence of the form, a ſilent horror and deſolation 
had now ſucceeded, ſcarce leſs ſhocking. Midnight 


was hardly turned ere a diſmal univerſal cry inform- 


ed us the veſſel was ſinking —Lady Southampton 
threw her arms helpleſsly round. me, and the unprin- 
_ cipled part of the crew burſting into our cabin, in- 
_ cr aſed the horrors of the moment by opening our 
_ coffers, and gathering their moſt valuable CON= 


| tents, an officer followed, who taking our hands in £ 


ſilence led us toward the deck :—two Lgts were now. 


preparing—the laſt melancholy hope we had of fur«. 


 viving.—The captain who, happily owed every thing 
to Effex, intormed us, that as the larger boat had the- 
better chance, he had fixed on placing us in that, ere 
the ſcattered cr ew could colie&, and by prefling tco 

 numerouſty. upon us, rcb us of a laſt hope.—We- 
| were conveyed into the boat while he was yet ſpeak-. 


_ Ing, and the ſailors ſo impetuouſly followed, regard- 


leſs of the captain's remonſtrances and ccmmands, . 
_ that our danger ſeemed hardly diminiſhed by the re-. 
| moval...A\ hope nevertheleſs aroſe, which encouraged 
_ each individual to an exertion from whence the ge- 
_ neral ſaſety was aſcertained. Entirely enveloped in. 


the only watch-coat which had been taken from the 


wreck, Lady Southampton and- mylelt (who were the- 
only women faved) knew but by the voices of our 
companions whether life or death was to be expected _ 
—'he ſea ran high,. and the grey dawn preſented to 
our eager eyes a coaſt, which we were informed was 
__ that of Scutland, at no great diſtance; an old caltle 
appeared on a ſharp projection of the land, whoſe ſo- 
lid battlements ſeemed proof againſt every. attack of. 

_ art and nature; but the ſhoals, rocks, and furf-which 
intervened, threatened to make us ever behold it at A- 
hopeleſs diſtance, unleſs we could intereſt the. com». 
mation. of. its owners. 
| Hound 
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| Every hgnal of diſtreſs was made for hours-appa-- 
rently in vain, till the turn of the tide; when two- 
_ fiſhing boats appeared, ſlowly working their way to» _ 
_ wards us. A diſcordant ſhout of joy on the part of our _ 


companions ſplit the ears of my fick friend and ſelf, 


_ who inly worſhipped the power that preſerved us.—- 


'Fhe. benevolent ſtrangers. approached; and: their garb- 


no lefs than nnkaown language proclaimed them na- 
tives of the Scotch coat. To the-men around us they 
offered biſcuits and whiſky in+ abundance, and be- 

_Rowed on me and Lady Southampton, a draught .ct 
___ eold water, which. ſeemed as much more refreſhing as- 


it was innocent, _ | OE 
. Revived. by this unexpedted” revolution in our fate, 


we by joint conſent ſhook off the heavy watch-coat 
which: had a. little ſaved 'us from the inceſſant _ 


of: the enraged ſea, and when the boat was at engt 


drawn:towards the flight of rude ſteps leading to the 
caſtle, we both quitted, it with no leſs celerity than- 

| thankfulneſs.-Our progreſs was for a moment. ime 
__ peded by ſurprize—at the gate of the caſtle ood two 


beings who Jeemed of ſome: ſuperior order ;. ſo fin- 


gular were: their dreſs. beauty, and: benevolence. . 
— A&A youth and his fitter waved us toward them 


with graceful courteſy—the latter wore a light vet 


and coat of Scots plaid,. wtth a belt of green ſattin 

_ claſped. with gold z- the: rude wind had carried off the. 

; covering 'of her hair, and cauſed her long auburn bt 
Jocks to.ſtream on- the bofom. of the: morning» expo- 

_ ſing to view. her ſlight ancles halt booted,.and tinging 


her cheeks with that pure eold colour, youth,. health, . 
innocence, and. heaven, alone can give.—[he youth, . 


who in featnres ſtrongly reſembled his fitter, was ha- - 
 bited as a. hunter, with. a: ſpear in, his hand, .and a: 
__ dagger hanging in his belt, — Both with ſmiles of hol- 
 pitality ran forward: to receive us; and while the - 
young lady took. the ary. of my friend the 
youth with» an impathoned pleaſure. ſhaok. my hand, 


caiting a look. of mingled wonder and dildain at the. 
ſoiied, though rich, habiitments I had. on; which: 


indeed. originally rather agreed with my own ſex than: 


that 


| 
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»that T mntruded upon. The antique hall into which 
'they conduRted/us, was hung with tattered banners, 
"mouldy coats of arms, and every proud remnant of 
:warand ancientry. Refreſhments ſaitable to our paſt 
diſtreſs were buſily ſet before ns, -nor, with that in- 
| tuitive politeneſs ſuperior minds always poſſeſs, did 

_ either venture to expreſs a curioſity till they had. 

:frankly ſatisfied ours:—From them we learnt that the 

ſpot fortune had thrown us on, was an iſland on the 
-coaſt of ScoYgYand, -and the place which ſheltered us 
 Dornock Caſtle, held by the Laird of that name; 


- ---that they were brother and fiſter to that Laird, who 


was now abſent on a family concern of no ſmall'\mo- 
ment; in ſhort, that their elder fiſter Mabel, 'famed 
through the country for her beauty, having unhappily 
-ſhewn it at Court, the King would not ſuffer her to 
return : and their brother, fearful ſhe ſhould yield to 
"his licentious wiſhes, had haſtened thither-to-claim her. 
The young people who. made this artleſs recital, were 
formed to grace it—when' the fair Phoebe ſpoke of the 
charms of her ſiſter, her own were heightened by a 
ſofter fuller bloom.; and when ſhe mentioned their 
dangerous effect, the proud bluſh of a generous ſhame 
gave manlineſs to the boyiſh features of her brother 
_ Hugh.—Accuſomed as my friend and ſelf had long 
| been to every wordly charm and advantage, we faw 
-in this remote ſpot, and theſe untutored children of 
nature, .a limple and noble grace. art only. refines 
AWAY. 
"When'it-came to wy turn to narrate, I uſed every | 
-artifice to guard againſt the poſlibility of danger.— 
Adopting the name Lady Southampton had lately 
quitted, I called myſelf Vernon ! a youth employed 
_ till lately as a page in the train of the Earl of Effex, 
and now his ſecretary—the lady with me, I ſaid, allied 
to the Earl of Southampton, was lately wedded to 
me; and both were following theſe noblemen when _ 
_ overtaken by the tempeſt which had thrown us upon 
their ſhore, and rendered us debtors to their humani- 
ty. Finding we came from the {cat of war, and were 
converſant 
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eonverſant with the Court of England, thy: both 
aſked a thouſand various queſtions ſuitable to their 


ex, age, and ſimplicity, reſpeting the one and the 
| other ; and our deſcriptions, to their uniformed-con- 


ceptions, -comprized every charm of RGAILERES, 
glory, and paiety. 
The happy device of a pretended marriage enabling 


- me to ſhare the chamber of Lady Southampton, we 


choſe the hour of retirement to conſider our preſent. 


| fituation, and the mode moſt likely to reſtore us once 


mare to the country and connexions from which the 


| Norm had ſeparated us. —My friend Juſtly remarked, 
that the ſatlors wrecked with ms, and its natives, were 
all the people likely to viſit this remote and ſolitary | 
1fe, and that if we failed to take advantage of the de- 


parture of the firſt, we ſhould throw ourſelves wholly 


_ Upon the generolity of the Laird of Dornock, of 


whole character we could not venture to decide from 


| thoſe of the amiable young people, who had fo 


warmly embraced our cauſe. —After the application 
of Eiſex to my brother in my favour had been rejet- 
ed, I had every thing to fear if any circumſtances 
ſhould betray me into his power, and the ftrifteſt ſe- 
creſy on our names and condition alone cou!d give ts 
a hope of hberty ;—how under ſuch reſtrictions we 


could clearly explain our preſent firnation to the two 
 _noblemen whom alone it concerned, neither of us 
could diſcover; neverticieſs, necellity obliged us to 
come to ſme reſolution ; and perſuaded the *writin z 
__ of each woald be knows wo him to whom the letter 
was adirefled, weary as We both were, a part of the 
 nizht was ſpent in pr eparing two epiitles tor the fai- 


tors to convey.— The morning came, and with it the | 
mortifying information that we were a few hours to 


| late : the men faved with us having hired a filhiny 


ſmack in wiich they ſailed away at the turn of the 
tide ; nor did the owners know their deitination till 
the veſſel returned. I was not without an ilea that 


- nr youthful protectors had voluntarily concealed fo 


material an event, UN te HOPE ol oetaiaing ns : but 
| cortunly. 
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_ «certainly had that really been the caſe, it was not half 
ſo inexcuſable as our own imprudence and negle. 
—We hired a boat to purſue them with the letters, 
but after ſeveral days ſpent 'in painful expe&tation, the 
packets were returned to us with the mortyfying in- 
formation that all enquiry had proved fruitleſs. We 
had now no reſource but 'in the generoſity of the 
Laird of Dornock, and endeavoured to fortify ourſelves 
-with patience to'wait his return. ©. NN 
The youthful brother and ſiſter expreſſed a gene-_ 


' Tous concern for our ſituation ; but wholly without 


_ power, they could do no more.——Priſoners at large, as 
we were, <ffeually bounded by the roaring ocean, 
and depending ſolely on contingencies for treedom, 

the days. tous crept heavily away.—I ſometimes re- 
membered with a figh that I was in Scotland—that 
kingdom where by inheritance I might claim a rank 

that would enable me to decide my own fate, had not 
a combination of evenrs, forerunning even my birth, 
made every advantage of fortune and nature alike uſe- 
| leſs tome. 1 endeavoured to diſcover the rea] cha-. 

_ reter of their King, but even from the report of his 
friends, to be able to term it good, IT was obliged to 
think it weak, and in that caſe knew he wou!d ine- 

vitably he ſurrounded with artful politicians ready to 
profit by his foible, in ſhort, I found however near he 

and I were allied in blood, we were born to be dif- 
tint beings in creation, and to meet would endanger _ 
the ſafety of the weaker. When TI turned my anxious 
ſoul toward England, it brought me no relief.—As 
far from the reach of intelligence as if in the wilds of 
Arabia, I in vain ſought to diſcover the reception. 
Eflex had met with at court. —That rame which in 
' the vanity of my heart IT had often thought the world 
_ reſounded with, I tound, with checked pride, was 
ſcarcely known in an adjacent country, till ;my lips 
| ſo often repeated it; and even when molt anxious to _ 
oblige me, thoſe of others only echoed the ſound ſo 
dear, ſo beloved, I had but too much reaſon to fear 
doubts of my ſafety would make him careleſs of his 
| _ own, 


\ 


44 j __ | ——_ . ' 
| 4 ata TOR IE O 
Fa 


i 96 T) H x, R E c ESS, &c. 


"8 Own, and often would have reſigned every brilliatit 
=: - profſpe& fancy ever ſpread before me, to aſcertain the 
''8 | life of the Earl. Too late I regretted the pride of 
if heart which had made me reſiſt the defire I felt to de- 
| "tain him in-Ireland ; and could not -but - acknowledge 
it was rather that, than principle which reconciled me 
to his departure; yet, 'in a fituation ſo delicate as_ 
_-ours, to 'wiſh was to command; and the ſacrifice 
i | his own ſoul did not dictate, mine diſdained to re- 
Pt +CELVE. 
| My mind now daily paſſed *through fuch a thacs 
-of ideas and emotions, as would have prevented the 
_ time from appearing tedions, had not its phe pap 
| -been the origin of moſt of them. 
1 _____ Ofrea fitting on the rude battlements of the caſtle 
8 while the ſurges beat againft their baſe, have I tuned 
"the lute of Phoebe, and while ſhe warbled a'few wild 
airs of inconceivable melody in a language unknown + 
'to me, my full ſoul wept over the myſterious fate of 
_ my ſiſter. —Ah, how ealy is it to be unknown I|-—t9 
'be entombed alive'!—If I even in a civilized adjacent 
Bo kingdom, in effet the country of all -my anceſtors, 
| = can be thus helpleſs, what may the poor Matilda have * 
'Y been ?—Turn buſy 1 imagination - from the fatal ſuppo- 


br + j tion. . 
| | ' "RM overſight 'we had committed in ſuffering the | 


| failors'to leave us, became every day more and more | 
_ Tegretted—T.ady Southampton ſoon found herſe'f in B 
HS a ſituation that required the tenderelt indulgence, and 
| Rs wou!d forbid removal, even if” our aſylum ſhould be 
3 __. traced by anxious love, We ſpent or lives in fret- 
1 ._ ting, and had we not poſſeiſe4 an anlimitted intimacy, 
if } I know not how we ſhould have endured the inceſ- 
| __ fant chagrin. —Deprived even of the uſual re{oarces; 
| a ſcanty library, a lute, ſome ruſtic airs, and a pedi- 
| Y  gree as old as the creation, bounded the pofleitions, | 
K and knowledge of our young fr iends, and could not | 
if | add any thing ro our own, 

| ____ The Laird of Dornock, however, rotarnacd at laſt.— 

1 Y Ab, how unlike his gevtle kindre d !—pllegmatic. ſelf- 
| 


RS bi | | __ willed, 
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willed, creſted, and imperious, his aſpe& preſented 'n 
correſpondent harſhneſs; and we inſtantly felt it vain 

to reſt a hope on his friendſhip; he no doubt reproved 
his brother and ſiſter for having hved on ſuch familiar 

' terms with ſtrangers, avowedly ſubordinate; and 
though he often made us ſenſible our company was a 
| burthen, he took not a fingle ſtep to relieve himſelf 


from it. Phoebe had begun to improve herſelf in mu- _ 


| fic ere his arrival; it was his pleaſure ſhe ſhould con- 
\ tinue to do ſo; but his preſence threw a coldneſs and 
_conltraint over the whole party, which made what L 
had once thought a relief, an inconceivable toil, The _ 
ingenuous noble girl ſaw her brother's infolence with 
a grief which prevented her from profiting by the lef- 
ſons ſo much deſired—her guſhing tears would often 
_ relax the ſtrings of her lute , while low-warbling tales 

of hopeleſs love, and her ſad eyes fix themſelves on 
mine with an expreſſion too ſtrong to be miſunder- 
| ſtood. I perceived while unconſcious of the danger, 

becauſe poſſeſſed with the remembrance of my own 


+ 


diſguiſe, I had won the gentle heart I only fought 


to form.— Circumſtanced as I was, this could not bur _ 


| be a dangerous acquiſition; and by a fatality yet more 
_ alarminz, her elder brother ſoon after became ena- 
_moured of Lady Southampton;/nor did he conceal 
that inclination—he had from his arrival regarded 
me with an eye which indicated doubt on the ſubject 
of our marriage; but the increaſing ſize of my friend, 
aw our habit of living together appeared to contro- 
vert a ſuſpicton which nevertheleſs remained in his 
mind, E) ts Co ne re pen 

Anxions to proht by the only hour in the day which 
could favour his views, he was obliged to give the nd- 
vantage he foughty and permit me to teach his ſiſter 
with no other guard then his younger brother Hugh, 
while he paſſed the interval with Lady Southampton. 
Ailequallyrejoicedatan incident all had equally defired; 
as to myfelt, determined ſrom the moment 1 had been 
convinced of the paſlion of the fair Phoebe, to ſeize the 
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firſt opportunity of intruſting her with my diſguiſe 
ere ſhame for the miſtake thou'd diſguit her with the 
object. I was not ſorry to confide it to her brother, 
as it it did not_ more attach him to my intereſt, it. 
would at leaſt obviate every fear he might entertain 
on his ſiſter's account, whom he could then ſafely 
leave at any time. This juſt candor produced more 
conſequences than one. The ſweet Phoebe flarted, 


| dluſhed, and firſt lifting her ſwimming eyes toward 
h heaven, then covered them with her hands —when [I 


ceaſed to ſpeak ſhe timorouſly raiſed them to my_ 
tace.—* Ah! why had you not been thus ſincere at 
firit ? cried the generous girl, the power was then in 
cur hand—ncw”—ſhe thook her head, and in that 
emphatic geſture ſtrongly finithed her imperfe& 
iveech. Alarmed and anxious, I conjured her to. 


__ confide to me thoſe reaſons which made our fituations_ 
tn her opinion ſo hopeleſs. She could not refilt my 


entreaties; and at length acknowledged, that from 


the moment. her elder brother returned, Hugh no lets 
than mylelt had obſerved a haughtineſs and ſever ity in 
his air and language more ſorbidding than uſual ; at 
Jaſt they had diſcovered that their filter Mabe, far 


from lilening to virtue and the Laird of Dornock, 

nad yielded to the king; and to prote& herſelf trom 
her family, had been compelled to publiſh her ſhame, 
hy claiming her lovers preteQtion. To reconcile the 
Laird of Dornock to ſo cutting a diſgrace, a title 
had been offered him, with any poſt about the Court 


' he ſhould fix on: and that at length the fair Mable _ 


confoled herſelf for the forfeiture” of every rational | 


difiinion, by the temporary honor of reigning in the_ 


};c:rt of her king, and being called a Counteſs. I 
enquired w ith ſurprize, how an event ſhould affe& 
ns in which we apparently had no concern? Hugh 


anſwered, © his brother, far from accepting the ſplendid 


covermgs offered for infamy; had reiired from Court. 
in great indignation ; that at firſt they 1:2d both been 
compelled to ſcorn ai: return every ſetter and preſent 


ſent by their iker : yet of late ſome view, inexplicable 
Lo 
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vo thin. had made a ſingular alteration in The Laird 


4 Dornock's ſentiments. —Several couriers had been 
diſpatched by him to the favourite Counteſs, but nei- 
_ ther their commiſſions, nor the anſwers, ever tranſpir- 
ed; yet many circumſtances had given them reaſon 
to believe that our pacquets had never been forwarded 


as we were taught to believe, —I changed. colour at 
_the. idea of this deliberate treachery, thanking heaven 
1 alone had been informed of it. "The young Hugh, 


obſer ving my unealineſs, aſſured me, though hopeleſs 


of finding a faithful meſſenger, he held himfieif an- _ 


| {ſwerable tor the releaſe of thoſe he had contributed to 
enthra]l, and that I might depend upon his own fer- 
_ vices if I would deign tro confide in him, nor ſhould 
we be ſuſpefted as the cauſes of his diſappearance, 
fince the Laird of Dornock well knew his filter 
Mable's particular fondneſs for him, and would na- 


rarally. imagine he was determined. to profit by the 


bigh favour ſhe held at Court.” —Ts there a charm 
on earth ſo touching as genercfity '—The noble youth 


pauled with an air that indicated his ardent deſire of 


having his offer accepted, left it ſhonld be miſtaken 


for a vaunt. I took a hand of each young friend, and _ 


returning acknowledgments ſuitable to the occaſion, 


dec lined *embroiling them with their ſullen brother; 


who coul. not want power to render our fituation 
much more intolerable, if once he ſuſpected us of 


wienating his family from their duty.—I perſuaded _ 


them, as well as myſelf, that our own ſriends would 


with unwearied diligence ſearch us out the moment 


they diſcovered any part of the crew ſurvived the 
ay rect; 3 of which the Captain would certainly inorm 
them, unlets he ſunk with the ſhip. 

Yet day after day proved this hope vain and fallaci- 
oug— A dreary winter paſſed away in this remote 
Caltl:, through every aperture of which the k2en and 


howling wind ponred unreftrained ; and the wild 


ocean [welled with frequent ftorms, while our affrighte 
ed ſenſes often miitook the roar of the rempeRt tor the 
ocroans of the dying. 


E 2 I had 
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1 had almoſt ceaſed to hope, when one day white - 
our hoſt was hunting, T wandered to the battlements_ 


as uſual, and deſcried from thenc2 a - ſmall veſſel 
*approachin ag, better built, and more clean, than thoſe. 


 T was accuſtomed to ſee; as it drew nearer the land, 
1 perceived Engliſh dreſſes .—My heart took the alarm, 
I leant impatiently forward, ſtraining the keen ſenſe- 


. Whole imperfeQion I complained of. —The boat drew 


_ £rO 


nea P#: diſcerned the regimental cf Effex; I gave a 
{ exquiſite delight, and reeling forward, ſhould 
_ have plunged into the ocean, had not the youth. 
Hugh who ſtood behind held me faſt. —The officer 
| looked up, and I inſtantly perceived him to be Hen- 
Ty Tracy the favourite aid-de-camp of Lord Eſſex, 
_once before depnted in ſearch of me. — Diſappoint- 
ment mingled with the various and intereſting emo-_ 
tions of the moment: —l pointed to the Rranger, and 
fainted away. | 
They bore me to Lady. Southampton, who thun- 
derfiruck at ſeeing me lifeleſs, and unable to gueſs the 
cauſe, ſeemed hittle better herſelf. Hugh, who clear- 
 Iy comprehended from my impaſſioned geſture, how 
intereſting the arrival of the ſtranger was to me, haſ-_ 
tened to bring him to our apartment, while yet his bro- 
ther was abſent ; when inſtantly retiring, he left ns full 
liberty.—* Tracy ?” cried both of us at once, © Ef- 
"7 Be Southampton : ?? echoed each heart, © ſum_ 
* upall in a word.”—** They live, returned he, and 
need only behold you to be happy.”—Ah gracious 
heaven ! cried 1, lifting my eyes thither, while I pre-_ 
| ſented my heart with my hand to the iaithful meſſen- 
ger, receive my tranſport : we now can breathe frees 
1, give us the relief of knowing the events which 
followed the dangerous voyage of Eflex and South. 
_ampton. * I ſhould hardly dare to do fo, had I not. 
afſured you of their ſafety, reſumed Tracy, for f{or- 
row | ſee has been preying already on your boſom ; 
it would not perhaps have been more Tpar ed had you 
| pales this trying interval in London,” 


Apprehenſive 
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 Apprehenſive every moment of an interruption 
from the Laird of Dornock, I beſought the worthy 
Tracy to diſpenſe with all preface, and haſten Is. 
Jan De on Pa ee ee: 
| _« With terror and anxiety, continued he, I follow- 
PR. el my Lord into the veflel felefted to convey him 
home, nor were .theſe emotions diminiſhed when 1 
perceived the Lord Deputy full of fits of doubt and 
_ refleion, which at times were obvious even to him-- 
ſelf; often would he affet' to drown them in gay ſfo- 
ciety and wine, and for the firit time in his life, he af-_ 
ſumed a falſe bravery.—At the hours of retirement, 
E far from induiging that intimacy fo long eſtabliſhed _ 
| between him and Lord/Southampton, of which I had: 
5 often been a grateful] and humble partaker, he ſunk 
* into an abſence of mind, and total filence, no leis. 
alarming to his beloved friend than myſelf; in effe&,. 

- that Nobleman ſaw he had * /et his fortune on a caſl,. 
and he qwould jland' the hazard of the .die,” as I conjec- 

_ tured by his turning to me one day, and by an ex- 
preffive motion of his head, leading mine towards the. 
fide of the veſſe}, where: my Lord leaut; his thought- 

ful countenance apparently fixed on thoſe rolling 

_ waves which yet perhaps he ſaw not. —* All is nct.. 
6 welt tn the t-nre of thy Lord, Tracop,? faid hits noe 
ble- friend, then pauſing a moment, he added, in a 

- |" Hower tone, © Ah Eſſex, aut Ceſar, aut nullus !” the 
-þ - Lord Deputy happily advanced, and ſaved me the 
neceſlity of corrobourating ſentiments it gave me pain. 
to adopt. br | i= DS oy. Bet ok 
| Tt was not with the cuſtomary greetings we beheſd 
the pleaſant ſhores of our native country —doubt and. 
et _ anxiety threw a gloom over thoſe lively and ſponta- 
neous emotions which often ſuſpend even: the ſenſe 
_ of ſuffering. Lord Eflex loſt not a moment, but 
| Poſted toward the Court, with ſuch expedition, that 
he outwent all information, and was his own harbin- 
ger.-We arrived one morning ere yet the Queen leſt. 
her chamber; but alas, it was no longer the Court 
we bad lefit—every face around appeared firange to 
| x LS | ns;: 
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us; and we ſaw too plainly that the invidious Cecils 
reigned there trinmphant —Lord Grey, a favourite of 


theirs, whom we had met on the road, had preſumed 


to paſs the Earl of Efi2zx without notice—that Noble- 
man vave him only an eye-beam, and haftened on to 
Ceci his fate—Form was annihilated by circum- 


_PDaices, and he ruthed into the preſence of Elizabeth _ 
the moment his arrival was announced—accnſomedt 
to behold him with complacency, to receive him with 


Kkindnels, the yielded thro? ſurprize to the habits of 


fo many years, and granted the private audience he 
requeſted. —She liſtened to a vague and weak vindi- 


cation of his condudt in Ireland, and the dotage of 
her ſoul was tranfiently gratified with the jdea that 
he had preterred the recovery of her affection to that 
of his reputation in arms, Aſter a long conference, 


the Ear) rejoined his friends; pride and pleaſure had 
fluihed his cheek, and the idea of reaffuming his ac- 
cuſtomed influence, diffuſed' through his mein tit 


benignity and graciouſneſs which are at once its na- 


ture and its charm. Reſeniment and rage never con- 
 ftitnied any part of his charater but at the moment 


he ſuffered by thoſe paſſions : ſuch pailing ſenſations 


were already forgotten, —Overwhelmed with the 


eongratnengts Of bis friende- Co GEea even Þy His 
overawed enemies, the heroic Eiſex roſe above the 
triumph he could not but defire—every face was 1n- 


ſBantanecully changed,” and thoſe who knew not an 


hour before whether they ſhould recollet him, now 


k 6 . Sq 8 Y ho 
with ſervilde adulation hallowed his very footſteps, — 


"Fhis fatal interval of ſhort-lived power was, how- 
ever, the laſt heaven allowed him. he craſty Cecils 
and their ſation ſeized the moment he injudiciouſly 
quitted the Queen, to perſuade her this indulged ta- 
vorite had not only acted contrary to his commiſſion, 


in venturing himſelf ro return, but that he had brought 


home with him 21] his choſen adherents, as well as 


_ every aſpiring ſpirit likely to ſirengthen bis ſway, 


and circumfcribe hers. —They touched the ſoul of 
Elizabeth where it was moſt vulnerable, and having 
thus oppoſed to each other the two Jeading Weakneſs 

| | af 
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of her nature, by throwing the weight of party into 
the one ſcale, it ſoon preponderated. She was ur- 
happily in that deckning age which renders every. 
human being in ſome degree capricious and rimid. —— 
Already tintured with fear, ſhe ſoon yietded to thc 
various informations officiouſly brought her by 1ac- 
tious confederates.—She was told on all hands that 
_ Lord Eifex was holding a Court even in her Palace, 
and inſolent and daring as this condu& could not bn: 
_ appear, it was of leſs conſequence than the untoun'- 
ed influence he ever maintained over the people—an 
influence he would more than recover the moment h- 
was ſeen in London. # For themſelves they heeded 
not —willing martyrs to their integrity and fealty ; 
but for their Queen, they all trembled at the veol-” 
peR.”—Ir was too hazardous to be riſqued by Eliza- 
beth ; fear and reſentmeht conquered the tender pre- 
poſſefMon which ſtill ſtruggled faintly at her heart, 
| and ſhe determined to aſcertain her own ſafety, as well 
as that of her kingdom, by impriſoning her {avorite : 
nor is this reſolution to be wondered at, ſine even 
her love conduced to it, when irritated-by the imagin= 
_ ary ſling of ingratitude. She had ſet the Farl up in 
early youth as an idul for her own heart to worſhip ; 
but he was not born to be ſatisfied with unmerited 
admiration—the more he acquired the more he fought. 
| to deſerves tit having eſtabliſhed his ſavour on in». 
nate nobleneſs, he roſe above partial G&iltin&tion,' 
leaving her to lament at Ieiſtre the very elevation ſhe 
had given. From this period the had been weak and 
irreſolute in every inſtance where he was concerned; 
at intervals. hikien honors to which he had no 
title; at others, - with- .holding advantages he had fairly 
won. The motive of this inconſiſtency he could not 
fail to diſcern, but perſuaded an attachment which 
thus powerfully coped with her judgment, was un- 
conquerable; he forgot that ſhe was linking faſt into- 
the vale of years, when the nobleſt paſlions inſenſibly 
condenſe into ſelf love. 

Yon who £2 we!ll know the heart of my Lord, 
Madam, cried Tracey, turning to me, will better: 


Eq imagine 
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imagine than I can deſcribe, his deep ſenſe: of an in- 
dignity entirely public, and apparently premeditated. 
So unexpetted a manceuvre maſtered his judgment, 


and giving way to the moſt paſſionate extremes, he 
drew his ſword, and would have returned it by her - 


meſlenger, beieeching her © to reward his ſervices by 


 addiny a more decitive blow to that ſhe once before. 
beſtowed on him, ſince both ſeemed to him, leſs 
thocking and 1gnominious than ſuch open and unme- 


rited contumely.” —In vain his friends ſonght to mo-_ 
derat2 his wrath; in vain his enemies drew near, 
eager to catch and treaſure the raſh expreſflions he 
thould unwarily utter and convert them to his 
ruin.— Pouched on the tendereſt point, his honour, 


the world combined wonld have wanted power to 
tienc? him-—he gave full ſcope to his indignant and 


wounded feelings, and with a ſeverity of truth more 


galling and dangerous-than the greateſt exaggeraticns 


declared a'oud, © the Queen had outlived all her 
noble taculties, and that her foul was growing as crook- 


ed as her body.” This cutting farcaſm was too 


faithfully conveyed to Elizabeth, who regardleſs of 
His pride while her own was thus wounded, commit=- 
ted him to the charge of the Lord Keeper, whoſe 
houſe was in effe& his priſon. ES 

Oh heaven! what wild vicifitudes, what tranſ- 
Ports cf patſtion took poſſeſſion of my Lord, nt re-. 


collecting the imprudent readineſs with which he had 
_ delivered himſelf helpleſs and unguarded into the 
hands of his enemies! ſtruggling like a lion in the toils, 
every vein would ſometimes {well almolt to madnetls, 
mor dare} I leave him a moment alone. : 


| TI had no other hope of afſuaging his irritated paſ- 
ſions, than by recalling to his mind the beloved 


_ Image of the fair voyager, to whom the news of this” - 


eveiit, and the fear of what might follow it, would 
be little leſs than death. I averted one ſtorm how- 
ever only to give free paſſage to another; the tear of 
tenderneſs proudly trembled on the burning cheek of 


anger, and a grief it ſplit my heart to behold, took 


pofſeſhon of his,—-< Spare me the killing As 
| Sx . 1C 
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he won!d'ery—diſgraced—defamed—impriſonedy how 
ſhall I ever lift my eyes to that fair, that nobler ſuf. 
ferer ? I tell thee Tracey, rather would I have died 
than known this ſhameful moment” —[mpreſſed by 
the unwearied attachment I had ever ſhewn him, and _ 

_ overweighed by the ſenſe of his: own fitnation, my 
Lord at length condeſcended to lighten his own heart 

by unfolding to me its deareſt views ; well he knew. 'E 

they would never paſs beyond minc—no, every ven #4 

_ of it ſhould crack ere I would wrong ſo- generous a - | 
confidence, which I. acknowledge but to prove my 
fate wholly dependent on the Nobleman I ſerve: I. 
would have it ſo, and heaven could afflit me only by 
ſeparating them. 74 ENS So ly | 
The faithful Lord Sonthampton was his daily viſi- 
_ tant: though not himſelf a priſoner, the conticiou]- 

_ neſs that every action of his hfe was watched and re-. 
ported, bound that. Nobleman to a moſt cautious ob- 
fervance.. 'Phe. Cecils had now no with ungratifed, 

for. the 1mpradent bitterneſs of Lord Eſiex had fun- 

plied the only ftuei-to the Queerys reſentment which 

_ could long keep it alive;. nor did time, in cooling the 
paſſions:'of my Lord, incline him to ſubmitſion—cou- 
vinced in his own mind he was: the injured perton, . 

_ refleQtion only ſettled rage into diſguſt and contempt; - 

Nevertheleſs, his- conſtitution #uftered ſeverely by this.. 
variety of paſſions; -when one ſeized upon it which 
annihilated . all the retit, and completely debilitated 
his healih—a .grief more touching than glory or ani-- 
Lition could :occaſion, ſuddenly. overcame him. —The 
time was now elapſed which onght to have-brought io 

_ him and Lord. Southampton the welcome aſſurance 
that the -partners of their ſouls were ſafe in Cumber- 
lJand—the.time-was come I ſay !—alas, .it was gone ! 
— Afraid to communicate to each other a terror which 
preyed alike.on Both, Lord Southampton diſpatched 

_ expreſs upon. expreſs in vain.—1he. days that Inger- 
ed. ſo tediouſly away, however, matured doubt into. 
certainty. Lord Eſſex no longer contended with the 


f nervous fever which obliged him to take to his bed ;-_ 
: vihere rearaing out a Jangnid hand to his. oyer- power- 
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ed friend, he br oke, at lat, the fearful, heavy ilence:.. 
* They are gone, for ever gone, my dear Southamp-- 


ton, cried he, ia the low accent of incurable deſpair ;. 


heaven has ſpared to ſouls ſo. gentle and. ſuſceptible 
thoſe trials our ſtouter minds can perhaps better con- 
tend with.—Oh, thon dear one! yet do I regret that 
this boſom did Re receive thy laſt lighs! that entomb- 


_ cd with thee even in the ocean, death: had not conſum-- 
mated a union fortune ever trowned or—but I haften 


impaticntly to rejoin thee, oh _ my firſt, my 
enly love !”? 
The Killing remembrance -wiah diftradted | "ls. 


_ mind, {o0n rendered a malady, Light ar firlt, deſperate ;. 


he was even given over; the queen for a long time 
withſtood the accounts given by his friends of his 
tituation, ſo deeply had his enemies impreſſed her 


with the idea that this was only a.refined artifict' to 


tempt her io humiliare herſelf. Nevertheleſs, by 
one of thoſe patiionate emotions with which. nature 
jometirnes over-reaches the molt elaborate fineſſes of 
art, ihe ſuddenly determined to aſcertain his real 
tituation, by ſending her own phyſician to viſit him. 
—"The report cf that gzntieman convinced her of its 


- Eanzer— he was ordered to watch over the Earl with 


the roll anxions care, and even to- hint to him thar 
every diftin&tion would be rettored with his health.—. 
Hut, alas | ſympat! hy itfelt had no. longer any charms. 
tor him, and the prefence of Lord. Southampton 
feemed the only relief his fate admitted. "That amia- 


le Nobleman. no Jels ſentible of the mutua) cala- 


Wity than his hiend, had not the ſame reaſons to bur y- 
his aflivion in lilcnce,—Repeated meſſengers were 
jent aiike to Cumberland, ana the port you embarked 
trora, Jadies: thoſe. w ho returned from the latter, 
only confirmed the fears which had hitherto fluQuated_ 
| -they informed the lover and the vuiband, that the. 
wife Of the Cantain mourned tor him as dead, nor was 
it doubted but thar the crew and paſlen;ers were aitke 
victims to a ligrm 1o ſudden and tremendous, 'The 
aftive and enlivened fuul frequently exhauils its. 
rmolk acute ferfations by anticipation. eCertainty 

could 
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could not add to grief occaſioned by furmiſes ; and 


the extinguiſhed hopes of the friends gave them alixe 
up to that cold and ſullen deſpair which is the wort 
of all ſtates, becauſe frequently incurable. Thoſe 


 Jate hopes the Queen was willing to revive her dying 


fxvorite with, made not the- lealt impreſſion on him ;._ 


and the Cecils learnt with aftoniſhment, that, neither 


their views, their condut, nor even 'his own di{- 
eraccſul impriſonment, any longer touched. Lord. 
tfiexz nay, that not even his recovery was. able to. 
revive thoſe habits the world were taught to think 


hitherto uncortroniable. His friends, on the con- 


trary, blelt the ſkilful phyſician who prolonged a lite 
{9 valuable, and faw with the happieit hopes, that _ 
thoſe romantic {lights in his character his enemies had. 


almoſt wrought up to his ruin, were at once extin 
_ ouiſhed ; Jeatcing it without any other diſtinGion than 


a melancholy iweetneſs which rather turned his: 
thoughts toward philofcphy than war. 1 he people, 


ever naturally &iſpoied to fide with: the unfortunate, 
cited ont, that he was the innocent vietim cf the Cecil 


party ; who by ſome odious ſtrokes of po'icy, added 


- Populartity to their deprefled. rival in diminithing 


Lheir own: Elabeih herſelf could no longer ſup- 
port the idea that the maa the (till Ieved vas obſcure-+ 
iv breaking his heart while. yet jn the flower of. youth, 
11,4an unmerited and diiyraceſul priſon. —She vielded 
to the information of the payſician that his amending 


Hewth required. air, and {ent him permillion to retire 


to-any ol his feats in the country ;: but forbad him to 
attempt appearing in her preſence ! a reftriction per- 


haps more agreeable to lum, than herſell, CON the 
have ſeen the delojate ſituation of mind in which he 


departed, Es | 
From the country he addreiled- a letter of thanks to-- 


the: Queen, which diſp;ayed at once his eloquence, 


gratitucle and Jangor : In truth, the latter gained 


 eround daily 1 his character. Lord E-ffex was born. 


capable of uniung in his perſon every various and 


generous purfait had fortune allowed it, bnt not even 


z- ® 
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He was cqual. to wing wikbout one—I frequently 
| trembleg 
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trembled at beholding his gloom and inanity. | Wholly 
removed from the ſphere in which he had hither mo- 
ved, and the pleaſures he had once enjoyed, the rude 


ſociety of his neighbours, and the boilterous amuſe- 
ments the country afforded, rather offended then fil- 
led an enlightened 4d ſuſceptible heart. He wander- 


ed all day in the woods alone, and returned every 


evening ſpent and unrefreſhed, only to recover animal. 


' inary dream, tending to prove you flill exiſted.— 


itrength enough to enable him to. paſs the morrow in., 
the ſame melancholy manner. 


In this fituation I fancied a falſe hope could not. 


add to hi danger, | and might - perhaps rouſe thoſe 


ative ſaculties every hour ſeemed more and more to 
abſorb. I one day ventured: to repeat to him an ima- 


| Not even the firmeſtl mind can reſiſt the ſubtle attacks 


of ſuperſtition when labouring under deprefſion.— 
His ſou] ſo eagerly adopted the fiftion of my brain, 
that I was a thouſand times tempted to acknowledge 
4t to be ſuch, but dared not venture to ſhew him I 


ad played upon his wounded feelings. Revived with. 


the moit vague and diſtant hope, he impatiently 
drove me away On a ſearch my own ſoul forebod-. 
ed to be fruitleſs. I even debated aſter I ſet cur, 


whetlier I ſhould not loiter the time away 11 Eng- 


Jand till I could Gecently return from my ima- 
xinary peregrination, when a dream, more pointed 
and ſingular than that I had ſeigned, awakened in. 
myſe!t thoſe hopes I had communicated to my. 


Lord; but I will not cal it a dream, lince, 


ſarely the event- proves it a viſitation, —Oh, gracious 
God ! what joy will my return pour into the hearts 
that now ach for cither ! How pure will be the fatiſ- 


faction derived Irom their acknowiedgments !”? 


During this leng recital, my tumultuous feelings 
purſued my love through every deiperate fituation.— 
My woe-ſiruck heart hardly dared to breathe, till 
fioding him at laſt free and well, it gave a deep ſigh, 
and reſpired without pain. Eflex inſuited, endan- 
gered, impritoned ; ] caſt my eyes round thoſe 


gloomy walls, 1 io late honght my priſon, and raif- 
ng 


4 
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ing them to heaven, adored the power who there con. 
fined me, unconſcious of the conflicts I could not. 


have ſupported. Ah, | ffex! what were the war- 
ring elements, the midnight wreck, the Jong, long 


ſolitude, the dire uncertainty I had fo bitterly be- | 
 wailed, to the ſingle idea of ſeeing thee one moment 


at the mercy of Elizabeth, one moment in the power 


_ of thy enemies! and yet, for me thy generous ſoul 
Joſt all ſenſe of even theſe inflictions; pride, vanity, 
and grandeur, in vain aſſailed thee: a true and noble 
_ paſſion beat unalterably at thy heart, condenſing in. 


one favourite ſorrow, thoſe mighty powers which 


_ once fulfilled "ny various and ative duty of une 
 manity. 
- But this was not a moment for. live oned reve- 

ries. Lady Southampton recalled my attention to 
_ the preſent moment ; and we employed it ir inform- 
ing Tracy of the name, character, and fituation,. 


we had thought it prudent to aſſume, as well as of- 
thoſe of our hoſt. Scarce was he maſter of theſe im-. 


Portant particulars, ere the Laiid of Dornock, re> _ 
| turned, and broke in upon us with an abruptneſs and- 
anger he took No pains to diſguiſe. 'The fight of an' 
Engliſh oihcer a. little abated his wrath. Tracey,. 


according to the plan we had agreed on, called Lady. 


Southampton his filter, and with every tellimony of. 
_ eratitude for the hoſpitable ſhe!ter our hoſt had ſo. 
| Jong given us, offered.a recompence Rill more agree- 


able; with which happily he had had the forecaſt to- 


_ provide himſelf —While the Scot flood irreſolute re- 
ſpeding his anſwer, | the wary Tracey turned- 
to us, and in an authoriative voice, faid, he muſt an- 


ſwer to the Queen for his abſence, did it, exceed the. 


appointed time; and therefore, we muſt quickly take 
Teave of our friends, and haſten our departure for 
England, This deciſive ſpeech increaſed the. pertur-. 
| bation and diſappointment already obvious in the fea-. 
tures of our hoſt ; nevertheleſs, our going was to him. 


ſo unforſeen an event, that not being able to find a 
ſufficient reaſon for detaining, as, he,tacitly conſented. 
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My heart bounded at the unhoped for liberation, 


and I would have tailed that moment, deſpite of wind 


and tide ; but as the ſailors declared this impoſſible, 


_ our departure was deJayed till the next morning. 


Whether the various incidents of the day accelerated 


the hour appointed by nature, or that Lady South-_ 
_ amdoton, contrary to her own idea, had reached it, I 


know not z ſhe was ſeized at midnight, however, 
with the pains of labor, and {ſuffered fo ſeverely, that 
her life was deſpaired of, In.'the courſe of the enſu- 
ing day ſhe was delivered of a dead child, and I was 
oblized to. conſole myſcif for the Jong delay this 
event muſt neceſſarily occaſion, in the pleaſing idea 


that the partner of my fate was not prematurely di- 


vided from it——in truth, her vexation was fo creat, 


' that I was reduced to Rift my own, leſt 1 ſhonid 


contribute to her ilInefs, 
The fate which hope yet gilds, tho: ugh Ye PETIY | 


the horizon, 1s never Soup inſupportable. We: 


found, in the protection of tracey, and the idea of re- 
Joining the world to which he ſeemed our immediate 
link, the means of beguiling many a tedious hour ,. 
nor was this conſolation {ſuperflnons ;. for the Laird 


of Dornock became, from the *'moment of 'Tracey*s 
- arrival, more _fulfea and impenetrable than ever. 


m— if, was, in him, the prevailing princi- 
ple. Farly invelied with that bounded, but abſolute, 
aulhority, which oftner produces and thekers tyran- 


ny, than a more extenſive field of action, he. had hi- 


therto known no oppoltiton.—How often has a blind 


pallioa warped the nobie!{t natr 3res? nor was it Per- 

hips unnatural that he ſhould ſtretch his ET 

to retain *, his hauds a loveiy - ind beloved wornun 
aver whom he could claim no right —Long nurel 2a 


four, ſuſpicion, and anguin, they reacily returned t19 


their throding habitation: my heart, L oftzn faucicd 
7 reac murder wiitten 1: dark, but teoihble Ges ON 
tho knit brow 0! one aol; and We tracey ſlept 
0623}. in an outer chamber Cloſe by us, fearce could L 
porfuade mmyſelt he was Tull Eid, & "veſt peaccab.y. 
there, or yet lived for our p: 'ctection :. :. nevertheleſs, { 

my ſtrove 
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| arove a at times to reje& thoſe black chirgerias a lively | 
imagination perhaps too readily adopted. 'The Laird of 


| Dornock no longer interſered with us, or our fate ; 
| neither did he withhold trom us, the company of his 
filter. That ſweet girl, new to ſociety, with a ro- 


 mantic happinels peculiar to youth, gitted every ob-. 


ject with her own graces and virtues; impreſſed at 
once with the merit of- Tracey, ſhe transferred to a 
| Heart which could return it, the paſſion I had unwa- 


ily inſpired, nor was her ſecond choice unpropitious.. 
Pracey, whoſe foul had expanded in a camp, . was _ 
yet to learn the inconceivable charm of love ; it took _ 


full poffeffion of him. With a tweet, though ſad 
_ pleaſure. I witneſſed pure and. innocent vows, which 
continually reminded me of thotle days, when like 


Phozbe, I look enraptured on the varied landſcape of _ 
life, vet olowing with, the early beams of hope ; un-. 
conſcivus of the ſhowers which often would fall, the 
heavy nights which muſt wholly obſcure it. Pra- 


cey, no leis delighted than his miltreſs, no longer 
haſtened his departure to ingland, and looked altos 
nithed that we did not find every charm of exiſtence 
in this diſmal exile. 


I, however, anxiouſly waited with Lady South- 


' ampron, the day when her recovered health. thould 


_ enable us to: depart —lt came at iength, and we were. 
eagerly preparing for the voyage, when the Laird of 
Dornock, fent us an order to read, by which the Kine. 


22 


of Scots impowered him to detain us. I knew not 


any {hock of all fate had impoſed on me, I ever felt 
more fſealth ly : nevertheleſs,. I had preſence of mind 
| enough to obſerve, by the date cf this order, that it 
| had been obtained during the confinement 'of my, 


_triend, The -diſappointment and deſpair this inci- 
dent occalioned, was oniy alleviated by the recollec. 
tion that in abuling the authority ot. the King, to. 
indulge an unworthy inclination, the Laird of Dors. 


nock had made hirſelf reſponitble to the Jaws of his 


country for our ſafety, by admitting that tnch perſons. 


were in his cultody, I racey pave him notice of this 
nnmediately ; and though he moderated his rae in 
hc con! deration- 
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confldcration of the fair Phoebe, he warned the Laird 
of Dornock to treat us nobly, as he would anſwer 


it to his own King, and the Queen of England, in 
whoſe name we ſhould foon be demanded To this. 
indignant vaunt, for in+ truth it was no. better, the 
haughty Scot coldly replied, « that he ſhould take 
- His chance of incurring an old woman's anger who had 

_ Perhaps already refigned all her rights to his maſter.” 
Tracey could no longer controui the feelings of his 
generous ſou], and replied with acrimony. The Laird 
of Dornock bad him profit by the. occaſion, and be 
gone immediately, if he did not mean to be included_ 


among the priſoners. There wantzd only this ſtroke 


' to conſummate our wretchedneſs, and however relut- 
antly we lolt our only friend and proteQtor, Lady 


Southampton joined rae in urging him to go, and over- 


ruling all his objeftions, we haltened him alone into - 
a bark, which an hour before we ſeemed to ſee ours - 
ſelves in. He comforted us with the aſſurance of ſoon. 


returning, being fully perſuaded the. king of Scots 


would never authoriſe ſo unjutt and illegal a procedure, 


_ when once the whole circumitance was mmpartially 


Rated to him. I iiphed at remembering I knew hin. | 
better; but as an "explanation at that moment was... 
vain, I urged not the unbonnded influence of the fair 


Mabel, through whoſe illicit connetion with the 
King, this order had duubtleſs been obtained. How 
ſhould that Monarch be convinced of a remote at of 


 injullice, who even at the moment of committing it, 
was wronging every mora] and religious duty? The 
man who once voluntarily errs, mult either be weak 
or vicious. in the firſt inſtance, he reſigns himſelf up . 
to the paſtions of others, in the latter to his own ;z and. 
in either caſe ſcarce ever recovers the, narrow but even. 


boundary of virtue. 
It was not by fuch means I hoped ſor fi ot; BEES 


ab, no!-my views all pointed to the lover to whom . 


my heart like the needle, ever vibrated though far di- 
vided. —Let Effex be once informed, ſighed I—et. 


him once know. Where to find me, and he would crols 
the. 
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the globe. to enſure my ſafety. When the chagrin 


of this trying moment. abated, I called to mind the 
infinite relief the viſit of Tracey had given our ſpi- 
rits, and the change it had made in our ſituation, by 
 acquitting us of thoſe petty obligations which always 


humiliate a noble mind, unleſs it finds a congenial 
"one 1n the belſtower. 


I ſoon obſerved that thi Laird of -Dornock had not 


courage to profit by the baſe injuſtice he had com- 


mitted. The fſubſervient ſituation Tracey placed: 


himſelf in when we were preſent, and the profound 
_ deference with which he obeyed our every wiſh, nei- 


ther agreeing with the rank we avowed, nor the-_ 
regimental he wore, a vague idea of myſtery had taken. 


; potſeſſion of our hoſt's mind, which wanted vigor and 
aCtivity to attempt developing it. Conſcious too Jate, 
that he had in releaſing Tracey, fet a ſpy on his own 
conduRt, he vainly regretted the timidity which pre- 


vented his detainins him. He nevertheleſs, at inter- - 
vals, {til] talked of love to lady Southampton, offer=- 
ing to buy a return by imaginary worlds of wealth :. 


for to us, accullomed to elegance and luxury, all 


his poſſeſſions appeared but a gaudy” poverty. As: 


theſe oftentatious and abſurd offers were one day 


made in my preſence, I could not but take ſome _ 
 nutice of them 3 be filenced me, however, by replying 
'T muſt be cautious how I exerted a ſpirit ſo likely to- 
make him transfer his attachment, and be ſatisfied 
with proteRing one of the two ; ſince I could neither 
think ſo il] of his diſcernment, or .my own beauty, 


as to believe him the dupe of my diſguiſe, As it 
was the firſt moment a doubt on the ſubje& had ever 


tranſpired, my confifſion gave him inſtant conviftion : 


IT could not recover mvlelf ſufficiently to reply for 
ſome moments: at length I told him he had gueſſed 
the only part of our ſecret which did not lie too deep. 
for his knowledge ; nevertheleſs, all he had diſcover- 
ed, was but the leaſt part of the myltery, and final- 
ly, that the day which informed him of our names 


and rank, would call hun to a levere account, if his- 
| | conduct | 


, 
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_ to my firmer ſpirit; and botly havins 
ſon to affet ſnhordination, reſumed the habits of 
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condudt were in the leaſt nnworthy either ns or him- 

_ felf.—T boldly affirmed, that the only thing wanting 
to our ſafety, was to have the Court of England in- 
formed of our afylum, and now that was by 'Pra-_ 
_ cey's means aſcertained, we were not without noble 
| friends to claim us. The grandenr of air natural to 
' me when infult rouſed my pride, aſtoniſhed and aw- 


ed him—his mind labonred with vagne and indiftiud 


_ apprehenſions ; and as all attempts at diving mito a 
ſecret locked up ſoleiy in the hearts intereſied in re- 


taining it, milk be vain, he half repented having ex- 


_erted an unjuitifable inflaence, he could no longer 


hope to profit by, _ ET SD +2, 
Lady Southampton acknowledged her obligations 
7 no farther rea- 


rank and diltingion; hiring domeſtics of our own | 


_ till the moment of enfranchitement ſhould arrive. 


Heartily weary of us both, I often thought the : 


Laird of Dornock meditated propoſing to releaſe us ; 
and while I was one day inſenſibly guiding him to 
that wilhed-tor point, an oder from Court was deti- 


vered into his hand. Convinced it would liberate us, 


T cait an ey2 of triumph on him, while he opened it; 
and ſaw his conntenance confeſs the ſame idea ; but 
a moment cauſed a yvilible change in it. He reac the 


order aloud, and we found with inexpreſfible alto- 


niſkment that it contained the firiftelt charge to 
guard his Engliſh priſoners, as he would anſwer it 
_ to his King: yet with all due deference.—-lI eagerly. 
- caught at this article without ſeeming to notice the 
firlt which nevertheleſs ſunk deep into my heart ; nor 
was his inſenlible to the hatter.-The wearineſs and 
_ diſguſt he had begun to indulge, increaſed; and his 


pride revolting at the idea that his caſtle was become 
a ſtate priſon, and himſelf only a jailor, he felt 


_ evzry way irritated, humiliated, and offended No: 
_ hnman being ſubmits to power with ſoill a grace as_ 
_ him who has unjullifiably exerted it, and when its 


reſtrictions 
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reſtriions. fall heavily on ſuch, mere retribution be- 


cores in effe& a ſevere revenge. 


A tedious interval had again alepfad : without. any. 


news from England. Tae tender, timid Phebe, 
_ often perſuaded Herfelf her Tover had never reached 


it ; and the ſingularity of finding ourſelves apparent-_ 
ly forgotten, ſometimes inclived my friend and felf 
to unite with her in that opinion—yet, how. many 


other cauſes might we reaſonably affign for it !=— 


canes, ſo much more afflifting that we recalled our | 


thoughts to the iſle of confolation. 
Whether the ipfinite variety, the eternal tranſitions 
my own life had already afforded, inclined me to hope 
on ; whether the inceſſant prayers I addreſſed to him 


who alone could relieve me, endued my mind with 
| fortitude, I knew not; but IT certainly found in it 
reſources hitherto unknown, Every paſling day 
ſeemed to refine and ſettle its powers and perceptions, 


till thoſe turbulent paſhons which of late ruſhed like 
a catara& through my frame ; now, with a gentle, 
healthful current, gave motion to my pulſes. 


We learnt from Phoebe, that many letters came. 
from Mabel to her elder brother, the contents of 
which he ſo cautiouſly concealed, as made it obvious 


: _ <a Þ 
we wcec Terr 107 ecr, '1 "tis news _ RS gs 
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'vs in the belief that Tracey had reached Englan1 


ſafely, and afforded us at the ſame time the fatiering 


idea, that our friends were anxiouſly labouring to 
_ recover us; however their progreſs might be imped- 
ed by. obſtacles, we could neither gueſs at, nor de- 
cide upon : nor were theſe ſuppolitions vain. An 
order at tength arrived, that we ſhould be dehvered 
to the officer who ſhould preſent its counter-part. 


Oh, what joy, what gratitude, what anxiety, did 
this proſpe&t of a deliverance afford us! From the 
dawn of the morning, till night blackened the ocean, 


- did one or the other watch with eager expedation the 
promiſed veſſel. We beheld it at laſt, and hard'y 
could flex himfeif have. been mere welcome to my 
eyes. | 

fine 
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= Tracey once more landed, and glad was the orert- 
 1ngs on all ſides. —He preſented each of us letters—- 
| dear and precious characters! my ſoul poured 
_ through my eyes when I again beheld them ! With. 
_ laviſh tenderneſs Effex hailed my fſeeond reſurrettion, 


and vowed to ſhew his ſenſe of the bleſſing by an im- 


-Plicit ſubmiſſion to my will.—* Yon ſhalt no more. 
_ complain of the terrors of a camp, my love, conti- 


nued he, I turn for ever from the bloody ſcene. A 


_ eourt no longer has aay charms for me: inſpired | 

_ with julſter ſentiments, alive to purer pleaſures, in 
your heart and my own will I henceforth look for 

the wayward ſtraggler, happineſs. Þ am no longer, 

_ may ſweet Ellinor, the Effex you have known! I.am 

| became an abſolute ruſtic, a mere philoſopher. With 
you I will abjure the world, and in ſome ſolitary 
_ ſpot, devote myſeif to love and the ſciences. Oh! 


ſhut your heart, like! me, my love, to the paſt, and 


| look only towards the future. | I wait with i impatience 
the news of your ſafe arrival in Cumberland, and 
_ date from it our happineſs.” _ | 


Theſe words were to my ſoul, what the bak 


breath of ſpring is to the frozen earth ; ; the winds at 
_ once ceaſe to blow, the ſnow ſinks into her boſom, 
the buds put ſorth their verdure, and nature. forvers- 
' the has ſuffered. : 


Tracey came fraught with wiſts, rather ſuited to the 


ſpirit of the donor, than that of the accepter, yet, 
_ they opened the heart of the Laird of Dornock, who- 


liſtened to the avowal of Tracey's love without re+ 


 Pugnance ; and at length promiſed hin his lifter, if, 


at the expiration. of two years, his rauk in the army 


entitled him to claim her.—'l he tears of the young 


lovers for ever cemented thoſe vows his will thus au- 
thorized. Joy having diſpoſ:d my heart to receive 


| the ſoft impreſſions of every gentle paſſion, extia- 
_ Buiſhing all that were not ſo, I remembered, with alto- 


niſhment, the moment when 1 readily adopted the 
ambitious projets of Effex.—Rank, riches, glory, 
what are ye ?—Gay ornaments which lend ſplendor 
wdecd to felicity, but which only incumber and 
: weigh 
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weigh Jown the ſoul when ruggling with the waves 
of misfortune: gladly we lighten,ourſelves of ſuch 
_ adventitious'goods, and graſp i in tranquility and love, 


the unenvied, but rich effence, of all our fortune. 


[ſn life, as in a proſpe&t, we can long enjoy only a 
| bounded view; and all which preſents -either to the 
mind or eye, a multiplicity of obje&s, however great | 


-or beautiful, overſtrains the faculties, and deſtroys 


the repoſe, RejeCting at once every gaudy vanity de-. 
Tights in, from the diſtant throne, and the mighty 
multitude, ready perhaps in turn to conduct 'me to it, 
my ſoul called forth the beloved individual, and ſeat-_ 
ing him at my fide in a ſafe and humble ſolitude, 


:oſe! 


aſked what we ſhould loſe by the change? 


Ah! rather what might we not gain?—How ſweet 
was it then to find Lord Eſſex himſelf at length che- 


Tiſhed ideas wholly fimilar 3 that weary of war, am- 


bition, envy, and all the turbulence of life, in re- 


nouncing the court of Elizabeth, he left, with the 


| power, the wiſh of poſſeſſing it !— That time, ſoli- 
_ tude, refletion, diſappointment itſelf, had rather 
changed than extinguiſhed. his taſte, which thus re- 
gainedits true bias, ſeeking in the powers of the mind, 


aud the impulſes of the heart, a happineſs not to be 


found on earth, when thoſe ſources fail to lup- D 


ply it. 


In leaving for ever the dreary ſoene of my exile, I; 
could be ſenſible of only one regret ; - but flattering 


myſelf, Tracey would ere long reftore the ſweet 


_ Phoebe to my friendſhip, I ſoon dried up the tears 
_-due to the floods that charming girl beſtowed upon + 
our parting, The rapid motion of the veſſel bore no 
Proportion to my impatience ; whenever I Jooked, 

that deteſted ifle was Qill in view z I thong we. 


thould never loſe ſight of it. 
| Oh! how I anticipated the ſweet re>oſe which 


| awaited us in the green ſolitudes of Cumberland! I 
_ Nattered myſelf Eſſex would already be there; though * 
_ Pracey aflured me, gies Rl followed his ſteps, from 


which 
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which only a long confirmations of” his peaceful ji in” 
 tentions could relievg, him. . 
__ At length the pleaſant ſhore af England was "IX 
ſcried ; welcome' to my heart was the ſhout which 
: proclaimed it! Oar very fouls ſhot through our eyes 
once more, to hail our native country, We found 
at the port, ſervants, and every accomodation that 
_ might render our journey eaſy. Ah! how beautiful | 
was that journey !—1 thoufand various obje&s of 


fimple majeſty united to form one 'perfe&t whole, and 


a new delight ſtole on every ſenſe, as we wounq | 
through varying vallies_ embowered:: Dy hanging 


woods, reflezSed in many an expanſe of clear water, 
din {hiJowed at intervals by mountaias, whoſe 
arid heights defied the ſun they ſeemed to ſwell to. 


Far in theſe green labyrinths we came at once up- 
on the Caſtle from whence I now write. 
fa& only ' an elegant ruin, and might rathibe be term-. 

e.] the reſidence "of the anchorite, Solitude. Tn tearful 


vladnels the fair owner threw her arms round 'my 
neck, and blell the power which perrgitteg us at laſt 
to reſt here. 

From this antique manſion do T date my nzrrative. : 


_ and in arranging it ſeek only to' fill up thoſe hours 


yet unblell with. *the preſence of him born to Ell eve. 
ry future one. Dear Lady Pembroke, I cannot ex- 
preſs the divine. repoſe which hathes art Ta't my over- 
worn faculties.—I look ' back with wonder on 


the paſt griets, the mortal conflicts, my fſhattere4 


frame has contended with. $9 pure, ſo perfect, is 


now my grateful tranquiliry, thar it ſ-ems proof even 
_ againlt misfortune itſelf. — No more ſhall my bea: TIES 
heart=-my burning bratn—vut why {ſhould I 1e evert 
to ſuch diſmal recolle&ions ? 


 Embolomed in the mutern:l arms of natnre ; ſife 


in the obſcure and folitary fituation of this ied al y- 
| Jum, here my afFrighted ſoul, like-a ſcared bird, faint- 
Ay folas up its weary wiagzs! delights to he alone, 


and joys in mere lafety. I think T can never be hap- 
Py, be grateful enough, and while my heirt ex- 
= | TER | buauils 


It is in 


'hauſts it itſelf in enjoyment, I ftill call on it for ebulli- 


tions to which it is unequal. Pride paſſion, Vanity, 


all the groſſer particles of my' nature are at once ex- 
haled, and every pure, every ſocial virtue, unfolds 
and blotſoms ro the vernal ſun, forerunning even the 
A, EC Op Fog I” 
_ Oh! that radient, glorious Juminary! how new 
to me ſeems its influence !—Dark had been the films 
through which I have hitherto viewed it. Pardon, 
my darling friend, theſe flights of fancy how 
playful does the mind grow when at peace with it- 
- eRHT7:- 3k Ne ne dy TR. Hi on nf rh 
Haſten, generous Tracey, haſten to my love, and 
inform him of our arrival. But is not Tracey alrea- 
dy-gon2? Oh! haſten then, my Ffſex ; quit that buſy 
ſcene, where virtue inceſlantly hovers on the verge 
_ of a precipice a thouſand ready hands would plunge 
her over, —partake with me the deep repoſe of this ſo- 
| litude—no longer heed Elizabeth herſelf, not even 
her power can reach us here. Nature's gigantick 
_ Phalanx, impaſſable mountains preſent their formicda- 
ble ſummits in long array, overawing every inferior - 
_ovard; while in their vivid hollows, happineſs repoſes 
on the boſom of her mother, iNature.—Oh'! come _ 
then, and in _ No eo OI 
, 4 o life exempt from public haunt, 
« Find tongues in trees, books in the runting flreams, 
« Sermons in flents, and good in every thing,” 


* ® # *® #* #* 


_ A thunderbolt falls on my brain! avenging hea- 
ven, why does it not wholly ſplit it ? "Pried—ſen._ 
tenced—condemned—while I, entombed in a now de- 
teſted folitnde, gaily dreamt of endlefs happineſs, — 
Oh ! let me once more ruſh madly into the world, 
overwhelm my agonized ſenſes with the ſhouts of 
armies—the groans of the dying—fountains of blood _ 
—rivers of tear—find if poſſible a horror in nature 
may countera& that now raging 1n my ſfoul—'the 
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wreck of the univerſe alone can equal it. BY OY let > j 


me Jive the ruin ſcope—wherefore, wherefore, ſhould 
I wi 


it lefſened—Oh! Lady Pembroke! 
LADY PEMBROKE WR ITES. 
| The trembling hand of the friend laſt invoked, hikes : 


up the pen to finiſh the woes of a fair unfortunate, 
who will never more be. her own hiſtorian. —Alas, 


they bad now reached their climax. 


The eccentric turn 'of mind which made the fect | 


_ Ellinor form a plan fo extraordinary as her ſuppoſed 
death and burial, excited an aſtoniſhment in me, its 
artful execution alone could increaſe. Nevertheleſs, 


the regular purſuit of a ſingle idea was far from per-_ 


ſuading her friends, her intelleQs had recover rd their : 


tone or equality. | Bk 
When this heart- breaking narrative came to my 


hands, I could not but obſerve that the ſweet mil- 


treſs of Efſex had a very partial knowledge of his 


-charaQer or information of his aQions.—Blet with 


the moſt equitable and generous heart that ever aftu- 
ated a human boſom, his virtues often took a falſe 


colour from the ſelfiſh views of thoſe who once found _ 


the way to it, Credulity was ſo much his fault, that 
even his enemies profited hy it, whom he always . 
ceaſed to conſider as ſuch, the moment they deigned 
to deceive him with a falſe proteſtation of regard.— 
Tn fa&, the lenity of his nature continual ily conter- 
ated that ambition, which was its only vice; and 
Iradiated . his character, with the milder glories of 
humanity: a Jnſtre more ſoft, pure and laſting, 


__ mere conqueſt can bellow. Nevertheleſs, the 


earlier habits of power and diſtintion had ſeized on 


Silo affections, and even his love co-operating with 
that indulged foible, they increaſed to 


gether. 'The 
daring proje&t he had formed, was no way anfeaſible, 
had he managed it with addreſs; for he pofſefied the 


hearts of the whole kingdom, a tew envious indivi- 


| -uals excepted. But art was uoknown to-Ef1:x; and 


thoſe | 
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thoſe his ſuperiority offended, were proficients in that 


 feiencez unhappily too, they were ſo immediately 


around the Queen, that they could convert the ſuſ- 
picions ſhe ſometimes entertained of his conduQ, in- 
to certainty. Yet ſo rooted was her love for this un- 
| fortunate favorite, that it long contended with that 
ſhe bore herſelf; and tears of ill-Jjudged fondneſs of- 
ten abſorbed the bitterneſs his enemies would have 


— wrought to his ruin. Such a weakneſs alone could 
induce a ſovereign, wiſe and experienced like Eliza 


beth, to delegate a power ſcarce inferior to her own, 
nto the hands of a Nobleman, valiant, popular, and. 
aſpiring. In cenſenting to Eſſex*'s command in Ire- 
land, the Queen made an abſolute ſacrifice of her own 
inclination (which. was only gratihed when he was 
_ near her) to his z 'or, perhaps, in effect, both uncon- 
ſciouſly yielded to the ſecret policy which invariably 
' fought to feparate them —Convinced ſhe had bound - 
him to her by every tie of gratitude, honor, and con- 
fidence, how muſt fo high a ſpirit as that of Eliza- 
beth be ſhock-d, wounded, and irritated, to fee him_ 
 loiter away his diys inaCively 1n Ireland, regard-. 
leſs alike of her admonitions, and the cenfures 
of the people ?—Inſenſibly ſhe imbibed the prejudi- 
ces of the Ceci! family, the inflexible enemtes of the _ 
Earl 3 to whom {Le ſubmitted the government of the 


ſtare, leſs from any eſteem for their talents, than the 


l:cent defire. of piquing the negligent favorite, to 
whom they were equally obnoxious, Time confirm- 
_ ed to the Cecil faction, the influence they at firſt owed. 
' ſolely to reſentment. The weariſome ſupineneſs of the _ 
Lord Deputy was at once ſucceeded by a ſuſpicious, 
and mvſterious conduct, His {ecret treaties with the 
arch rebel, Tiroen, the: anonymous captive who fſe- 
_ duced lim into theſe—all was reported with aggrava- 
tion to Elizabeth. The reſentment occaſioned by the | 
error of his condut, was doubled when ſhe knew 
_ that of his heart : jealou!ly took fulf poſſeſſion of her's, 
and the determined to make him ſeverely ſenſible of 
her power x but ſhe was told it was not fafe, ar that 
| period, to recall him, Obliged for the fiſt time in 
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her life to controul herſelf, and meditate how to get 
him again .in her power, her temper became ab{ſo- 


| Iutely intolerable, Her Ladies preſerved a melan- 


choly filence, fave the artful few infliruQed to fo- 


| ment, and profit by, her irritated paſſions, The 


fate of Eſſex ſeemed wholly to depend on the event 
of a war, hitherto unproſperous : when to the aſto= 
niſhment alike of friends and enemies, without per- | 


forming any conſiderable exploit which might ſecure 
him a welcome, the Earl poſted ſuddenly home, and 
_ preſented himſelf before Elizabeth, with the dauntlefs 
. air of unblemiſhed innocence, Whether the ſurprize 
_ of the moment really revived that powerful paſſion of 
' Which he had fo long been the objeQ, or whether 
fear for her life made her difſemble the bitterneſs and 
rage ſwelling at her heart, is a circumſtance which 


never reached my knowledge, It 18 certain the 


Queen received him graciouſly, and liſtened to a very - 


imperfeQ - and incoherent defence of his conduR, 


They parted friends ; and Effex inſtantly giving way 
_ to that credulity, which ſo often made every talent 
art and nature could unite in his perſon, abortive, 
_ conſidered himſelf as effeQually re-eftabliſhed in her _ 
| heart, and indulged all the exuliation ſuch a tri-. 

-umph over his enemies could not fail to occaſion. _ 


What a thunder-ſtroke then. was his immediate dif- 
grace | a diſgrace he could not but impute to his 


 1Imprudence ; fince in returning without advice, he 
had delivered himſelf voluntarily into the hands of 
| his enemies. To the mortification of a long and 
humiliating impriſonment, was ſhortly after ſuperad- 


ded a killing grief, in the ſuppoſed loſs of the beau» 


 _ teous Eilinor, Refigning himſelf to a fullen and 
filent deſpair, he no longer condeſcended to offer 


Elizabeth any further vindication of his conduQ, ncr 


could be perſuaded to make the leaſt ſubmiſſion, 


This concuſſion of feelings, however, ſhivered his 
animal, no leſs than his mental, ſyſtem. A fever 


followed, which ſoon roſe to a dangerous height. 
 Obſtinacely rejeQting all medical advice, he declared 
a thouſand times he wiſhed only to dicz nor had that 


_ wiſh 
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wiſh been vain, but that the Queen, unable wholly 
to ſubdue the ſentiments of tenderneſs which ſo long 
reigned in her heart, ſent her own phyſician to attend 
| him, with offers of peace and pardon, The deſpe-. 
rate ſtate in which he found the Earl, was faithfully 
Teported to Elizabeth: who, touched to the heart, 
heſitated. whether ſhe ſhould not revive him by an 
Immediate viſit ; fo hard will it always be to counter- 
at by political manceuvres the genuine impreſſions 
of nature, The Cecil party ſuddenly found them- 
ſelves on the brink of ruin; and every argument, 
| fear, pride, or prudence,: could ſuggeft, was entorc- 
ed to delay this interview, Elizabeth yielded to the 
powerful combination of reaſons in that inſtance, but 
_ could not deny herſelf the pleaſure of correſponding 
with Lord Effex as he grew betterz and ſoon fut- 
fered kim to vindicate his conduct: nay, even con-. 
_ deſcended to reproach him with the unknown lady 
who had fo fatally influenced 1t, To this perplex- 
1ng hint, he replied, his grief alone muſt anſwer; 
and the melancholy tenour of his life ſo exaQly agreed 
with this declaration, that Elizabeth prefſed no far- 
_ ther into a ſecret it was plain the grave now veiled: 
rather ſeeking by kindneſs to invigorate a mind 11l- 
fortune had borne to9 hard upon. | CE. 

t was now the ſLining time in the life of Effex. 
'The purple torrent of. fucceſsful war had hitherto 
twept away, or funk thoſe ſweet humanities, thoſe 
{ocial virtues, time at length caſt up in the vale of 
adverſity, —Endued with eloquence, taſte, ſcience, 
tenſe, and ſentibility, he now reſigned himſelf to the. 
charins of philoſophy, poeſy, and the mathematicks. 
—-Innocent and tranquil reſources, to which the mind 
mult ever turn when diſappointed, if bleſt with pow- 
ers Capable of relifhing them, "The Cecils never 
thought Liſex more dangerous. Age and infirmity 
now made Eliz2beth anxious for peace abroad, and 
tranquillity at home, and there wanted only a meect- 
Ing betweeen her and the much altered Earl, to re- 
eltabitſh him in her favour : but that meeting his ene- 
mies entered into a league to prevent ; and began, by 
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_ winning Elizabeth's phyſician to order the Earl of 
 Effex into the country.,— An artifice. ſo refined as his . 
| liberation was not immediately diſcovered to be poli= 
_ Cy by any party z and the Queen, lulled into a belief 


that The could honourably receive him ' when he 


ſhould return, ſuffered him to depart without an au-_ 
_ dence, | | : 


Wearied of wars, camps, 2nd political jealouſies, 


and diſcuſſions, the melancholy Effex deſired in free- 


dom. only the ſolitude he found ; when Tracey re- _ 
turned with the aſtoniſhing news that the miſtreſs he 


_ {till adored yet exiſted, —Fatal news to his future re- 
_ poſe !—The impoſlibility of openly claiming Ellinor, 


revived, with his paſſion, all his dangerous and pre- 
carious projefts.—Every other effort to obtain her 


- was made without ſucceſs, ere he ſecretly applied to 
the King of Scots; who always knew his own intereſt 
_ too well to grant any favour without having ſecured 


2n adequate return, James ardently defired to be 


nominated as the ſucceſlior of Elizabeth by herſelf, and 
had not ſpared bribes, promiſes, or flattery, to intereſt _ 
 _ thoſe around her whom he thought likely to influence 


her choice, 'The unhoped -tolicitation of the man 
whoſe courage and ambiticn James moſt ſeared, was a 
circumſtance of importance, Urinformed of the real 
name or characters of the priſoners Lord Bffex fo 


eagerly deſired to recover, the King of Scots ſent the 


Laird of Dornock notice to guard them more firifly. 
The vehement temper of Eſſex made him always re- 
ſign to the prevailing obje&, every other interelt : 


| but a treaty like this could not be carried on fo fſe-_ 


cretly as to eſcape the ſuſpicious eyes of the miniſters, 


- With what malignant, joy did they ſilently watch its 
progreſs, till tke moment when its publication wquid 


1nflame the Queen to their wiſhes ! | — 

Effex now once more thought it his intereſt to be_ 
buſy, admired, and popular : he relapſed into all his 
_ old habits, and having gained the Queer's permiſtion, 
returned to London, Far, however, from profiring 
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bv this indulgence, to obtain her pardon, he remain. 
el at home; throwing open his doors to all impo- 
 verfſhed officers, and clergy, among whom a num- 
| ber of ſpirited adventurers appeared, whoſe laviſh 
_ praiſes ſeemed to render his popularity greater than 
Elizabeth, with diſent, beheld him aſſume the fa- 
vor ſhe perhaps intended once more to beſtow; and 
keep in filence a ftrict watch upon his condut, By | 
a. refinement known only in politics, his enemies 
ſcattered among his partizans many creatures of their 
own, inſtructed to dive mto all his intentions, and | 
| ſpread abroad ſeditions and treafonable projects, as 
though intruſted by himſelf with ſuch, This malice 
was but too ſucceſsful,—Inflated with the adulation 
of misjudging friends, the extravagant admiration of 
the multitude, and the inſidious attacks of his ene- 

mies, the ſelf-deluded Fſſex ſprung the mine himſelf 
which deſtroyed him, _ Eo na. 
The miſchief commenced by a broil between the 
| Lords Southampton and Grey ; the laſt aſſaulting the 
_ former in the ſtreet z and though the offender was ce- 
 remoniouf]ly puniſhed, the ſpirit of party broke out 
- In a thouſand little daily quarre!s, The Queen al- 


' ready perſuaded that Ffſex, cver haughty and impe= _ 


_ tuous, fcorned her power, defpifed her perſon, and 
only waited a favourable moment openly to inſult 
| both, was irritated beyond all bearing by the artful 
' diſcovery (at this cruel crifis) of his ſecret treaty with 
«+ the King of Scots.—Jts real caufe was unknown to. 
| her, and the offence, though trifling in itſelf, of a na- 
ture molt likely to exaſperate a Sovereign whoſe eyes - 
were ever turned from a ſucceſſor ſhe refuſed to ac- 
knowledge, — The difcovery proved decifive—Eliza- 
beth inſtantly refolved to deliver the ungrateful fa- 
vorite up to the laws of his country, and authorized 
_ @ judicial enquiry into his condut. The Ceci} par. 

ty deſired no more z for well they knew, Eſſex would 
rather die than brook the deliberate indignity. The 
commillioned Lords afſembled at his houte on a Sun-. 


3+ 1th. a day, 


_ domeſtics, to claim the proteCtion of the people. _ 
_ By a fatality not peculiar. to himſelf, the bubble, 


a— ——— 
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day, as the time when they ſhould be moſt ſafe from 
the inſults of the partial populace, —They found the 
Earl ſufficiently enflamed, who ſwearing he never. 


| more would be a voluntary priſoner, ſkut up the 
Lord Keeper, and the reſt, in his own houſe, ruſking 


forth armed, and followed only by a few friends and 


popularity, which had ſo long. ſwelled and glittered 


| tefore his miſtaken eyes, burſt at once, and left. to 


him a vacuum in nature, —The ſacred day was but 


too judidiouſly choſen by his enemies, —Without pre- 


paration—almoſt without a friend, the unhappy Eſſex 


_.Tuſhed through the ſtreets of London, crouded only 
with peaceful and humble mechanics, who emerged 
from every cloſe lane environed by their wives and 
children to enjoy the weekly holiday, "To people of 


this ſtamp the gallant Eſſex was almoſt unknown— 
certainly indifferent : with ſtupid and curious eyes, 


they turned to gaze on thoſe warlike ſteps none ven- 


zured to follow—ſteps which bore the noble Eiſfex fo 


faſt toward ruin, Diſtreſs, however, only 1ncreated 


his deſperation, and the citizens being ſpirited into 
making an ineffeQtual effort to prevent his return, a 


{ſkirmiſh enſued, The amiable 'Iracey had the fate | 
he deſired, and fell at the ſide of his Lord z who even 


in this cruel moment, dropt a tear on a youth ſo be- 
loved, Fame, honor, happineſs, nay, even life, 
were fleeting faſt from Eſiex; and however cateleſs 


_ "of theſe goods, friendſhip ſtill afferted her rights over 
his feelings, In compaſhon to the few generous ad- 
 herents who muſt have fallen in his cauſe, had he. 


longer reliied, the Earl at length ſurrendered his 
iword. PE TR OD Cd a i = 
_ All was now over with this admired and erring 

favorite, —[mpriſoned in the Tower, he had ample 


leiſure to re-conſider the events which brought him 
 there,——The deſertion of the people had opened his 


eyes to the realities of life, He too ſenſibly found, 
while he miniſtered to their neceſſities, their prices. or 
© | Eons I on 
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| their pleaſures, the multitude could rend the air with | 
_ acclamations ; but the moment a claim was in turn 
made on their feelings, they always become cold, tor-_ 
pid, and inanimate, He perceived with vain regret 
| that he had been duped into this outrage on the laws 


of ſociety, by the manceuvres of his enemies, no leſs 


_ than the credulity of his heart, But he. was not forme 
ed to profit by theſe humiliating diſcoveries; they 
'imprefſed a nature ſo upright only with the deepeſt 
_ diſguft,—He was, towever, confoted with - remem= 
 bering ſelf preſervation was the ſole motive for his 
daring attack, and that no a&tion of his life had yet | 
violated the duty he had ſworn the Queen, He refo- 
Jutely prepared himſelf to meet the Judgment of his 
| peers, and only -lamented the friendſhip which in- 
volved the generous Southampton in his fate ; whio 
ſhared without regret the prifon of 2 friend io dear, 


- The Queen, meanwhile, experienced: every emo< 


tion ſuch a painful contrariety of paſſions muſt ne- 
_ ceſſarily occaſion, —The impriſonment of her favou- 
Tite, as tfuat, ſeemed to cancel his offence : but he 


was now beyond her Jurifdiftion, and the victim of 


_ the laws, She had unhappily ſurrendered him up to 
| them, and robbed herſelf of every prerogative but 
that of pardoning z a prerogative ſhe feared ſo: high a 
| ſpirit would never folicit her to exert, —She regret= 
ted, too late, having diiven him to ſo dangerous an 
extreme, and while his fate was yet uncertain, fuf- 
fered more, perhaps, than he did in its completion, 

'The friends of the Earl, perſuaded no kind of in- 
fluence would be ſpared to bring him to the block, 


were unanimous, in 1ntreating him to win over the 


Queen by an eariy repentance, and ſubmiſſion : but. 
they knew not the grandeur of the heart they would 

have* humbled, —Born to diſtinguiſh himielf moſt 
_ eminently when outward diſtinQtions were withdrawn, 
It was then only Effex ſeemed to uſe his better jJudg- 
ment, ** Can any one call himſelf my friend, would 
he indignantly exclaim, and yet with me poorly to. 
petition for an obſcure, _ ignominious life? What! 
| 3 4 5-0 
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to pine away the flower of manhood in infamy and fo« 
 litude! ſhunned by all, yet unfligmatized by public 
Juſtice z and ſhunning, in turn, the exalted characters 
I dare no longer emulate, —Shut up with thoſe tor= 
inenting Companions, my own thoughts, <till led per- 
haps, by Ceſperation, to inflict that fate upon my- 
elf, I have meanly evaded receiving from the law, — _ 
No, my friends, I am enthralled here as a traitor—if 
. proved one, it is fit I expiate my crime; and if ac- 
- quitted, I know the value of a life ventured hitherto 
_ only for my country,—Neither arguments, or intrea- | 
ties, could ſhake his reſolution z and he heard with 
__ unequalled famneſs, that public ſentence, from 
- which, ke ſtill perſiſted, there was no appeal, In 
- yYain every dear and afteing image was pourtrayed 
In the ſtrongeſt colours before. his ative imagina= | 
U0n,—HTrom that of the woe-ftruck Ellinor, liberated 
too lite, and weaving in a diſtant feltrude, a thouſand 
fairy bowers for love and happineſs to dwell in—-from 
her alone his nature ſhrunk. 45 You may wound my 
heart, would he fighing ſay, through every vein; 
but my reaſon is ſtill inflexible, nor is even that 
{tweet creature an argument for my ſubmitting to 
diſgrace, —No! when I raiſed my eyes to thee, dear 
Ellinor, my conſcious foul beheld in itſelf ail that 
could entitle me to mate with thee,—I cannot reſolve 
| to look up even to the woman I adore,—Better the 
ſhould weep me dead, than ſecretly deſpile while 
yet exiſting, —Pure and precious will be the tears 
_ that fall upon my grave, but never could I behold one 
which would not ſecretly reproach me,—Leave me, 
my friends, to my fate; honor has hitherto been. the 
 Invariable rule of my condu&, nor can I now adopt 
another,” Eo He Len oe ag 
_ From the moment the condemnation of Eſſex 
reached the Queen, peace and reſt were ſirangers to. 
her.—The choſen of her heart was now the victim of 
the laws, and that heart muſt bleed through his, un- 
leſs he could be induced to throw himielf on her 
mercy. A thouſand enuffarics aſſured him of a ready. 
| | | s pardon 


a THE RECESS, &c- 129 
| pardon—a word, a wiſh, would have. obtained it,— 
| To theſe he ever replied with the ſame colleQed air, 
& that had the Queen earlier ſhewn him this indul- 
gence, his life had never come within the cenſure of 
the law ;z but as even her utmoſt bounty” now could | 
only prolong to him the liberty of breathing, he was 
willing, as well for her ſafety, as in ſubmiſſion to 
his ſentence, to refign a privilege, which became a 
burthen the moment it was his only one,” An an- 
ſwer thus calculated to touch the moſt indifferent _ 
heart, ſtabbed thar of Elizabeth: yet, as unaſked, to 
grant him a pardon, would ſtamp her declining lite 
_ with inexcufable weakneſs, ſhe underwent every hour 
the moſt trying conflicts, Hr 
Ah! why do 1 fay the moſt trying? alas, there 
_ was a fair and fortorn one, buried in Cumberland, 
who more than died when this cruel intelligence 
reached her, As the ſentence of Eſſex inclugded his. 
friend Sovthamptcn, the relations of the latter dil- 
| Patched an expre's to his wife, hoping ſhe would ar- 
rive in London time enough to ſolicit his pardon of 
the Queen, The meſſenger found the unfortunate 
Ladies buoyed up with fatety, ſolicitude, and many 
a gentle hope. When the approach of horſes echoed 
through the remote valley, no other emotion was | 
excited in either, than the fond and latent flutter ariſ- 
ing from the idea that ic might be one or both of the 


? \ 


condemned Earls.—How terrible was then the tranfi- 


tion in their minds, when fully informed of their deſ- 
Perate ſituation z and bereſt of every reſource. expect- 
ed miſery tupplies? The unhappy wite of Southamp= 
. ton, engroffed by her own ſhare in the effliction, ob- 
ſerved net. its deadly effe&t on the intelle&s of her 
_ equally ſuffering friend 3 till the ſtupefaRtion of Elli- 
nor became intenſe, and obvious, and the evil 1rre- 
mediable, _ es ET Te oo 
"The human mind, even when moſt elevated, 1s not _ 
equal to the influence of two oppoling paſſions—a fa- 
crifice mult be made, and friendſhip yields to. love. 
| Lady Southampton potied away with unremitting dl- 
| gence 


nity, 
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ligencez intruſting her friend to the care of faithful 


fervants, who were directed to bring her forward 


more leiſurely, —The deepeſt gloom of the ſweet 


_ Ellinor*'s mind, in the courſe of the journey, gave 
way to a vague and 1rregular gaiety ; but as this had 
{ſometimes forerun her recovery, ſo might it then, 
had ſhe been ſurrounded with ſuch perſons as knew 
. her diſpoſition, —Thoſe who had her in charge, unin-_ 
formed of her name, ſituation, and wounded fpirit, 


could not reaſonably be expeted to guard againſt 
events they could not poſſibly foreſee, It happened, 
one day, while they were reſting, Ellinor caft her 
eyes upon an extenſive building, full in ſight, and 
her wandering imagination called it Kenilworth, —An 


_ officious attendan: informed her it was Fotheringay 


Caſtle, —She wildly ſhrieked, firetched forth her arms 
expreſſively towards the fatal manſion, then tearing 


_ thoſe lovely treſſes once before devoted to her ca'ami- 


ty, and ſcarce grown to their uſual luxuriznce, threw 
herſelf on the ground, and relapſed into total infſa- 
But when Lady Southampton entered the criſon of | 
her Lord, upon whole aching botum ſhe poured forth 


all her pricf and pallion, his diſturbed triend found 
_ every fibre of his heart wrungz and turning a fear= 


ful, eager eye toward the door, felt a hurrur, not to 
be expretied, at finding no one fullowed her, — The 
afflicted wife wanted pretence of mind tov conceal a 


truth which conſummated the fate of Eif-x—a truth 
Jo terrible, that fain would he have believed it 1n- 
_ vented by his friends to reconcile him to his-fentence, 
_ —Convinced at length—* now indeed do I] feel the 


weight of my bonds—now indeed am 1] a priſoner, 
would he exclaim.—Oh, Ellinor, matchleſs Þtiltnor, 


that I could fly to thee! recall once more that wie _ 


qualled ſoul, which always, like a frightened wird, 
forſakes its home when miſery hovers over 1t,—'1 hou, 


thou, haſt broken a ſpirit equal to every other afflic- 
 _ tion—thou haſt made a coward of mc—:0 fave thee, 
wy love, I could almoſt refolye, pourly to condition 


for 
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. for a diſgraceful life, and wiſh to ſurvive my ho. 
' nour,” Perſuaded his preſence would have the fam®© 


_ effeR, it before took at St. Vincent”s Abbey, he paſon* 


_ ately ſolicited to ſee her, —This ſingle idea ſeized up” 
on his mind—it even became -his ſolemn requeſt—hiz _ 
dying wiſh, In the hopeleſs ſtate of her diſorder, 

_ the effeR of their meeting was dreaded only on this 

account : but as all intreaty and argument proved 

vain, his friends at length reſolved to yield to his paſ- 
fionate, his only ſolicitation The day was now ap= 

_ Pointed for the execution of Effex, and the pardon 
of Southampton granted, which alone he defired : as_ 
| all his friends. were freely admitted to .his priſon, 

there was no difficulty in leading thither the darling 
| of his heart, in the habit of a youth, accompanied by. 

Lady Southampton,—Worlds could not have bribed 


me to witneſs ſuch an interview,—Ah, deareſt Elli. 
nor! were thoſe ſenſes they {o eagerly defired to re- 


| ſtore to thee, in reality a loſs ?—How, had they 
been perfet, wouldft thou have ſ1pported the try= 
Ing ſcene, expiring love, and offi.ious friendſhip, 


__ dragged thee to witneſs ?!——How wouldeſt thou. 


| have fixed thine eyes on the gloomy tower, or thoſe 
guarded gates through which thy lover mutt ſo ſoon 


be borae, but never more ſhould pals?—How muſt 


_ thy ſoul have bled to behold thoſe fine features, a few 
hours were to feparate from the heart, which then 
gave them fuch agonized expretlion'? But that ſuper= | 
| lative miſery was not ordained thee ?—R-tired beyond 
the reach of love itſelf, were all the various powers 
of thar ſuſceptible ſoul 'i—Thy vague eycs confeſſed 
not their everlaſting obje&t—thy ear caught not his 
voice—nor did thy boſom anſwer with a fingle ſigh, 
the burſt of grief which ſtruggled at that of thy lo- 
ver, {till exquiſit- ly alive to every human affliction ! 
'To thee, his parting foul yet clungz and when his 
eyes beheld thee no longer, they willingly ſhut out | 
_ creation, He ſaw not, from the moment -of Ellinor's 
departure, friend or relation z but turning all his con- 
tempiations towards the awful faturity in which he 
was io foon to launch, dicd to this world even before 
| his execution, 

On 


membrance preſſes upon me. 


.. Tower. 
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| On the night which preceded that event, this bil- 


| let, equally addreſſed to my ſiſter. (with whom the 


dear unfortunate reſided) and myſelf, was delivered, 
 « Dear, generous guardians of the loſl angel, m 


- foul yet bleeds over, receive In this my parting blef- 
lingz and pardon, oh, pardor, an incredulity but 
too ſeverely puſhed by conviction! a conviction 


ſo terrible as reconciles me to the death to-morrow 


will beſtow, Yes, theſe eyes have been blaſted with. 
\ beholding the pale ſtatue of my love, dead while yet 


breathing — ſpeechleſs — inſenſate — To the gathered 


_ Multitude—the fatal ſcaffold—the axe which ſepa- 


rates foul and bedy, I turn for relief when this re- 


« Adieu, ye faithful ſiſters of the gallant Sydney— 


Ob! if intelligence too late ſhould viſit the fair form 


bequeathed to your friendſhip, with ſympathy foothe 
every aching ſenſe—Yet wake no more to woe my 


| worſhipped Ellinor! Still may thy pure ſpirit Num- 
ber in its breathing tomb, till that appointed hour 
which at length unites thee to thy wp 
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: It ſeemed as if in this epiſtle were encloſed every 


| lingering weakneſs of mortality: for the remaining 
\ Hours «f his life were devoted ſolely to the duties of 
 religion,—In the flower of manhood, at the age of 
| three and thirty, this envied favorite reſigned every 
earthly diſtin&tion, and aſcended the ſcaffold with a 

compoſure innocence and Heaven alone can beftow, 


'The melting multitude too late bewailed to ſee his 
glorious youth ſer thus in blood, —H1is ear caught the. 


| generat murmur of forrow and applauſe z he caſt 

| a look of correfted knowledge on the ſpeCtators; then 
lifting his eyes to Heaven, ferenely ſubmitted to the 
\ Executionerz who ſevered a head, and heart, which, 


had they aQed in- uniſon, might have awed the 
world. : SE Ee Ds 


\ Of her ſo much beloved, ſo generouſly, fo fatally 


faithful, little more remains to be ſaid, —Neither 


time, care, or medicine, ever availed toward the re- 
| ſoration of thoſe intelleQs which might only have 


proved an additional misfortune. —Yet even in this 


| fate of inſanity, Heaven permitted her to become the 
inſtrument of a ſingular and exemplary vengeance, 


| A. year or more had elapſed, during which her ca» 


lamity took all thoſe variable and dreadful forms pe- 


culiar to itſelf, —The defire of having every medical 
_ aſſiſtance, made me bring her with me to London: © 


where one evening, with a degree of refleGion and 


art ofren blended with inſanity, ſhe eluded the care 


of her attendants; and well knowing every avenue 


of the palace, paſſed them all with wonderful faci- . 


lity, | | 

"The Queen wholly ſunk in the chilling melancho- 
ly of incurable deſpair, and hopeleſs age, reſigned 
| Herſelf up to the influence of thoſe evils.—-Her ladies 
were often employed in reading to her, which was 
the only amuſement her chagrin admitted, One 


- memorable night it was my turn——El'zabeth dif- | 


 mifſed every other attendant, in the vain hope of 


finding a repoſe of which ſhe had for ever deprived. 
| herſelf, I purſued my taſk a long while, when the 


time conſpired with the orders of the Queen to pro- 


# 


duce a filence fo protound, that had not her ſtarts. 
now and then recalled my ſenſes, hardly - could my | 
| half-cloſed eyes have ditcerned the pages over which | 


they wandered,—'l he door flew tuddenly open—a _ 


form fo fair——fo fragile——i1o calamitous appeared 
there, that haidly durſt my beating heart call it Elli- 
nor, 'The Queen ſtarted up with a feeble quicknels, 
but had only power to faulter out a convullive ej«cu- 
lation. I inſtantly remembered Elizabeth, beiiev<d 
| her dead, and imagined this her ſpeQre, 't he beau- 
teous phantom (for ſurely never mortal looked to 


like au inhabitaut of another werld) ſunk on one_ 


knee, and while her long garments of black flawed 


gracefully over the floor, the litted up her. eyes. to- 


ward 
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: ward Heaven, with that nameleſs ſweetneſs, that 
wild ineffable benignity, madneſs alone can give, 

_ then meekly bowed before Elizabeth. —The Queen, 
 heart-ftruck, fell back into her ſeat, without voice 


_ to pronounce a ſyllable-——Ellinor aroſe, and ap- 
proached ſtill nearer; ſtanding a few moments, 


|  Choaked and filent. © 1 once was proud, was paſ- 
_ Honate, indignant,” ſaid the ſweet unfortunate at laſt, 


in the low and broken voice of inexpreflible an- 


guiſh, ©* but Heaven forbids me now to be fo——Oh! - 
. you who was ſurely born only to chaſtize my unhappy 


race, forgive me—] have no longer any ſenſe but 


that of ſorrow.” Again ſhe ſunk upon the floor, 


_ and gave way to the ſubbings ſhe firuggled in vain 


 *to ſuppreſs. The Queen dragged me conyulfively to 


her, and burying her face in my boſom, exclaimed 
indiftint!y,—** tave me — ſave me—oh, Pembroke, 
fave fr\m this ghaftly ſpectre !?=—©& Effex—Effex— 


Effex!” groaned forth the proftrate Lllinor, expreſ-_ 


fively raifing her white hand at each touching repe- 
_tition, —The violent ſhudderings of the Queen mark- 
ed the deep eff<& that fatal name took on her, — 
_ «© Somebody told me, continued the lovely wander- 


er, that he was 1n the "Tower, but I have looked there 
for him fl I am weary—is there a colder, fafer pri- 
ſon, then? But is a priſon a place for your /avourite, 
and can you condemn him to the grave?—Ah, gra- 
cious Heaven, ſtrike off his head — his beautcous 
head !—Scal up thoſe ſparkling eyes for ever,—Oh, 
\ no, I thought not, ſaid ſhe 1n an altered voice,— . 


So you hid him here, after all, only to torment me,— 


But Effex will not ſee me fuffer—will you, my Lord ? 
the ſlow progreſs of her eyes round 


So—ſo—ſo”” 
the. room, ſhewed, ſhe in 1magination followed his 


| ſteps, —+ Yes—1cs—added ſhe, with revived ſpirits, ; 
] rhought that voice would prevail, for who could 


ever rel1it it ?—and only 1 need die then; well, 1 do 
not mind that—l will ſteal 1nto. his priſon and ſuffer 


in his place, but be ſure you don't teli him fo, for he 


loves me—ab dearly does he love me, but-1 alone 
ED --- Reed 


nw 


_ deeply. 
| ſee him before 1 die? reſumed the dear wanderer,— 
Oh! what pleaſure would it give me to view him on 


the aſtoniſhed Elizabeth, 


- 
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need ſigh at that, you know,” And ſigh ſhe did in-_ 
| deed, —Oh ! what a world of woe was drawn up in a 
. fingle breath !—The . long filence which followed, 
Induced the Queen once more to raiſe her head—the 


ſame ſad objet met her eyes, with this difference, 


_ that the ſweet creature now ſtood up again, and put- 
ting one white hand to her forehead, ſhe half raiſed 


the other, as earneſtly demanding ſtill to be heard, 
though her vague eyes ſhewed her purpoſe had ef(- 
cape her—** Oh, now I] remember it, reſumed ſhe, 


1] do not mind how you have me murdered, but let _ 
| me be buried 1n Fotheringay;z and be ſure 1 have 
avmen to attend mez be ſure of that—you know the 


reaſon,” This incoherent reference to the unprece- 
dented fate of her royal mother, alketed Elizabeth 
« But: could not. you let me once more 


the Throne !-—Oh, 1 4 ſee him there! exclaimed ſhe 
in the voice of ſurpriſe and tranfport, Benign, na- 


 Jeſtic! — Ah how glorious in his beauty! — Who 


would not die for thee, my Effex!” « Alas, 
never, never, never, ſhail / fee him !” groaned forth 
| «<< Me married to him ! 
reſumed our friend, replying to ſome imaginary | 
ſpeech,—oh, no, 1 took warning by my fiſter!—l 


Will have no. more bloody marriages: you ice ] have 


no ring, wildly diipiaying her hands, except a black 
one: a blace one indecd, if you knew all—bur I 
need not tell you that—have I, my Lord ?—look up 


| —here 1s my love—he hinfelf ſhall tell you. She 


caught the hand terror had Cauſcd Elizabeth to ex= 


tend, but faintly firicking, drew back her own, 
ſurveying it with inexpreſibie horror, © Oh, you. 
have dipt mine in blood! exclaimed fhe, a muther's 
| blood! 1 am all contaminated—it runs cold to my 


very heart,—Ah, no,—it 1$—i1t 1s the blood of Eflex 


and have you murdered kim at lail, in fpite of your 
dotage, and your promites ? murdered the mott noble 
_ of mankind! and all becauſe he could not love you. 


Fye 
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Fye on your wrinkles [{—can one love age and vupli- | 
neſs ?—Oh, how thoſe artificial locks, and all your 


| paintings ſickened him !—How have we laughed at 
_ ſuch prepoſterous folly !—But I have done with 


Jaughing now—we will talk of graves, and ſhrouds, 
and church-yards, Methinks I fain would know 
where my poor fiſter lies buried—you will ſay in my 


| heart perhaps—it has indeed entombed all I lovez 
yet there muſt be ſome little unknown corner in this 


world, one might call her grave, if one could but tell 
where to find it: there ſhe reſts at laſt with her Lei- 
celter—he was your favourite too—a bloody, bloody, 


_ diſtinction,” —— The Queen, who had with difficulty 
___ preferved her fenles ti}l this cutting period, now ſunk 
back in a deep twoon, ALS 


"The dittrets of my ſituation cannot be expreſſed, — | 


Fearful leſt any attempt to ſummon a fingle being 


fhould irritate the injured Ellinor to execute any dire 


revenge ; for which I knew not how ſhe was prepar- 


ed, had not Elizabeth at this jurQture loſt her ſenſes, 


_ I] really think" mine would have failed me, I recol- 
TeQted thas the Queen by every teſtimony was Cone" 


vinced the unhappy obje&t thus fearfully brought 
before her, died in the country long ſince; nor was. 

!t wiſe. or fafe, for thoſe who had impoſed on her, 
now to acknowledge the deception, . * So—ſo—lv, 
cried Ellinor, with a flart, would one have thought _ 


It poſlible to break that hard heart, atter all ! and Jet 
_ ] have done it,—She is gone to—no, not gone to Et- 
ſex,*” 


« Let us retire, my ſweet Ellen,” faid. 
], eager to get her out cf the room, left the Queen 
ſhould ſuffer for want of afliftance,—** Huſh, cned 
ſhe, with increafing wildneſs, they will ſay we have 
beheaded her a fo.—But who are you? fixing her. 


hollow eyes wii fully on me, 1 have {een you fome- 


where ere nuw, but 1 forget all faces in gazing on 
his pale one.—] know net where I am, nor waere 
you would have me go, added fhe, foftly fightng, but 
you look like an angel of light, and may be, you. 
wyl carry me with you to Heaven,” JI. ſeized che 
| PN bletied 
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| bleſſed minute of compliance, and drawing her 


mourning hood over her face, Jed her to the little 


court, where my ſervants waited my diſmifſion 3 
when committing her to their charge, I returned. to 


wake the ladies in the antichamber, through whoſe 
inadvertent ſtumbers alone, Ellinor had been enabled 
to paſs to the cloſet of the Qneen;z a circumſtance, 
which combined with a variety of others, to give 


this ſtrange viſitation the appearance of being ſuper- 
UTE net”, | Rs 7 
Every common means were tried in vain to recover 


the Queen, and the applications of the faculty alone | 


cceuld recall her ſenſes; but the terror ſhe had en- 


 dured has ſhook them for ever. Shuddering with ap=_ 


$3 2-05 a for which only I can account, ſhe often 
olds incomprehenſible conferences z compjains ot an 


ideal viſitor z commands every door to be ſhut; yet 


ſtill fancies ſhe ſees her, and orders her to be kept 
out in vain, The ſuppoſed diſregard of thoſe in 


_ waiting, incenſes a temper fo many cauſes. concur to. 


Tender peeviſh, and - her unmerited anger produces 


| the very diſregard ſhe complains of, Rage and fear 


| unites thus to harraſs her feeble age, and accelerate 


the .decay of nature, When theſe acute fenfations - 


ſubſide, grief and deſpa'r take pofſetlion of her whole 
ſoul z—nor does ſhe ſuffer- leſs from the ſenſe of her 
decaying power, Unwilling to reſign a good ſhe 18 
unable to enjoy, ſhe thinks every hand that approach- 


es, 1s eager to ſnatch a ſceptre, ſhe will not even in - 
dying bequeath, Oh, ſweet Matilda! if yet indeed _ 
thou ſurvivelt to witneſs this divine vengeance, thy 


_ gentle tears would embalm even thy moſt mortal 


_ Enemy |! thou couldſt not without pity behold the im- 
_ perial Elizabeth, loſt to the common comfurts of 


Ught, air, nouriſhment, and pleaſure, 'I'be mighty 
mind, which will be the obje& of future, as it has 
been of paſt, wonder, preſenting now but a breathing 
memento of the frailty of humanity,—Ah, that around 


her were aflembled all thoſe afpiring ſouls, whoſe _ 


wiſhes Center in dominicn ; were they once to behould 
ES I | - _ this 
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this diſtinguiſhed vitim of ungoverned paſſion, able 

| to rule every being but herſelf, how would they feel 
_ the potent example! Ah, that to them were added 
the many who ſcorning ſocial love, confine to ſelf 
the bleſſed affetions which alone can ſweeten the. 
tears we all are born to ſhed!—Gathering round the 
weary Couch. where the emaciated Queen withers In_ 


Toyal ſolitude, they might at once learn urbanity, and _. 


corre®t 1n time, errors, -which when indulged, but too 
ſeverely puniſh themſelves, F 


* #* # #® % #% 


 Abſorbed and blended in the buſy and woeful 
ſcenes this heart-breaking hiſtory -preſented to my_ 
mind—an anxious partaker in each ſucceeding cala- 
mity—I ſeemed to live over again the melancholy 
years we had been ſeparated, in the perſon of my fiſter, 
 —My own musfortunes—my darling daughter, the 
_ whole world vaniſhed from before my eyes—deep- 
fixed on objeQs no longer exiſting, or exiſting but. 
to double my affiition: I remained almoſt the ſtatue _ 
of deſpair; every ſenſe ſeeming rivetted on the: manu» 
ſcript I held z and buried in ſo profound a reverie, 
"that Lady Arundell judged it prudence to interrupt _ 
it. The conſolatory refleQions her friendſhip diQated, 
died on my ear, but reached not a heart which deeply 
purſued the fad chain of ideas thus preſented to 1t,— 
Starting as from a. frightful ſleep, I, at laſt, ſunk on 
my knees, and raiſing my eyes, with the manuſcript, 
at once toward Heaven, —** Oh, mighty author of 
univerſal being ! ſighed I, thou who haſt lent me for» 
titude to ſtruggle with almoſt unequalled trials, ſup- 
port my exhauſted ſoul againſt this laſt—this greateſt, 
— Let not the killing idea that it is a Suman infliction, _ 
trouble the pure ſprings of piety, whence alone the 
_ weary ſpirit can draw conſolation, —Rather ſtrengthen 
me with the holy belicf that it is thy viſitation. for 
ſome wife end ordained; fo ſhall my enemies fleep 
' In their grayes uncurted, and my heart remain 6 | 
H Bl this 
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this agitated boſom unbroken, Alas, who knows | 
but by thy divine appointment, I may be at laſt - 
permitted to recall the ſcattered ſenſes of this dear 
_ unfortunate? to ſooth © that deeply-wounded, that 


embittered ſpirit! Ah, Ellen! Ah, my fifter ! 
_ groaned I], deluged at laſt with falutary tears, — 
_ Changed—loſt—annihilated as thou art, my unaltered 
- affeQtion muſt eyer deſire. thee. —l need not enquire 
_ whether ſhe is here—your ſympathiſing, generous 


tears, dear Lady Arundell, inform me that the ſame | 


Toof ſhelters the twin heirs of misfortune,” , 
Although Lady Arundell acknowledged that my 


fiſter was under her proteQiion, fain would ſhe have 


perſuaded me to delay a meeting fo touching, till more 


able to ſupport itz but deaf to the voice of reaſon, 


_ nature, powerful nature aſſerted her rights, anu my 
fu! obeyed her impaſſioned impulſe. The deep, 


| the eternal impreſſion of this agomzing meeting, re= 


Curs even now With all its firſt force, 1 had ſhudder- 


ed at the murder of my mother—lI had groaned on 


the coffin of my huſband—I had wept a thouſand 
times over the helpleſs infant who trembled at my 


boſom—but all theſe terrible ſenfaiions were come. 


bined when my fad eyes reſted on thoſe till fo dear 
to me, —When I f{aw all their playful luſtre quenched, 


and ſet in inſenfibility—when I felt that heart, once | 


_ the ſeat of feminine grace and virtue, throb wild and 


- unconſcious againſt one which I thought every mo- 


' ment would eſcape from its narrow boundary.,—But 
let me quit a fcene too tiying for recolleQtiun—too 


touching for deſcription, Oh, Ellinor !—my ſiſter! 


TD IME, which inures us to every kind of ſuf- 


fering, at length ſtrengthened my mind againſt ie 


heavy ſadneſs impreiſed on it by the fate of this dear | 


yaconſcious ſufferer, Slowly 1 ventured to ponder 
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wards marked his charaQter, then lived only in his 
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on the paſt; ro meditate the future. It was with true 
gratitude and concern ] learnt Heaven had called to 
_ Htelf the amiable and accompliſhed fiiter of Lady 
 Arunde!l, who caught a cold during her attendance 
on the fick Queen, which ended in a. confimption, 


and carried her off a Tew months after Elizabeth. 


Attuated to the Iaft by the ſublimeſt ſympathy and 
friendſhip, Lady Pembrcke hai added, to the moiety 
_ of the ſurveyor's treaſure (which ſhe had cauſed to be 
_ dug for in the ſport ſpecified) a ſufficient ſum to ſe- 


cure the dear unfortunate every comfort her forlorn 


fate admitted z placing with her Alithea, the favorite 


maid ſhe had fo tenderly commemorated, and come 


mitted both to the charge of Lady Arundell; who 
_ with equal generoſity received {9 anxious a truſt, A 
virtue thus confummate fan&tifies itſelf, and can receive 


neither glory or grace from the gratitude of humani- 


_ ty; yet ſurely the incenfe of the heart ariſes even to 


# 


Heaven! accept it then, oh, gentleſt of the Sydneys, 
N although inſphered there ! | 


'The firange and unaccountable difference in my 


_ fiſter's opinion and my own, reſpeing Lord Leiceſ- 


ter, ſupplicd me a ſource of endleſs "meditation :_ 


' yet as this difference became obvious only from the 
time we arrived in London, I could not help input- 
Ing her blindneſs to the ſame cauſe ſhe alligned for _ 
mine, —Certainly ſhe imbibed the unreaſonable pre- 
| Judices of Lord Effex z whoſe ambition (however fa- _ 


tally expiated) always inclined him to diſlike a No-_ 


|  bleman born to ſuperſede him. I ſaw but too plain- 


Iy from the irritation and vehemence to which her 


temper from that period became ſubjet, how much * 


a woman inſenſibly adopts of the diſpoſition of him _ 


to whom ſhe gives her heart. I had not however 


looked on her choice with the contemptuous aſperi= 
ty with which ſhe regarded mine, —Lord Efſex, I 


will frankly own, ere yet he roſe into favor, was 
gifted like herſelf with eyery captivating advantage of 


nature, The fire and ingeniouſneſs which after- 


eyes 
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eyes; and the cultivated underſtanding he poſſeſſed, - 
pointed. every glance with elegance and expreſſion, 
One muſt have loved Lord Leiceſter to ſee Eſſex with 
indifference—one muſl have loved him to the exceſs I 
did perhaps, not to remark the attachment my ſiſter 
avowed, — Innumerable inſtances of it now flaſhed 
on my memory, I was aſtoniſhed could at the moment 
eſcape me. If /he was indeed more clear fighted 
_ than myſelf—But why do I enter on ſo vain a diſcuf- | 
fion ?—Alas, dear Ellinor ! beloved Leiceſter ! I have 
no right but to lament you, 

T had likewiſe gathered another painful doubt from 
the ſtory of my fifter. England had gained a King 
in the ſon of Mary Stuart, but her unfortunate 
daughters muſt not hope to acquire a brother, From the 
moment I had betn informed mine had acceded to 
the throne, the tender mother's heart had fluttered 
with the idea of preſenting to him that lovely girl 1o 
nearly allied to his blood. Although regardleſs of 
dicinction in my own .perſon, I could not turn my. 
eyes on the fair daughter of Lord Leiceſter, without | 
coveting for her every human advantage —Unwil- 
ling to be ſwayed by. prejudice, I ſeparately confult- 
ed with the few friends fortune had left mez 
who all concurred in giving me an impreſſion of the 
King, degrading, if not contemptible, "They repre= 
ſented him as national, vain, pedantic, credulous, 
and partial z wanting generoſity to beſtow a royal 
funeral on the body of the martyred faint, his unhap- 
py motherz yet daily impoveriſhed to meanneſs by_ 
tavourit?s and paraſi:es, Enflaved by the imperious 
{pir:t of a Queen he neither loved nor valued, and 
only endeared to the people he gaverned through the 
ficklenels of their natures, which are always gratifi- 
ed by change. As thoſe wh) ſpoke thus, could have. 
no pothble intereſt in vilifying or depreciating him, 
1 could not but give ſome credit to their account; _ 
and made it my lirſt concern to ſee the King; anxious 
to read in his countenance a confutation of every 
charge, How unaccountably was I ASHE 

TEs _ when 
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| when my ſenſes took part with his enemies !—I 'be- 


held with aſtoniſhment in the perſon of James, youth 


_ without freſhneſs, royalty without grandeur, height 
_ without majeſty—an eye of ſlyneſs and a ſecret ſer- 
- vility, charaQerized features, which, though devoid 
_ of the graces of either diſtinguiſhed parent, wanted | 
' not regularity z and a ſtooping ſlouch gait gave an 
Invincible awkwardneſs to a figure nature had en- 
dued with ſymmetry. Offended and repelled, my 


heart ſunk again into its own little manſion, nor 
claimed the leaft alliance with his. —I determined to. 
watch at leiſure his real character and conduct, nor 
ventured to confide to his care the fingle treaſure 


| Heaven had permitted me to retain, of all it 
_ once beſtowed, Reſolved to educate my daughter. 
ſuitable to the fortune ſhe was born to, I thought it 


wiſe to bury in my own boſom, at leaſt for a time, 
the ſecret of her right to itz and the eccentric turn 
of mind every ſucceeding day rendered more ebvious 
in the King, made me continually applaud the mode- 
ration and foreſight which guarded me on this intereſting 
occaſion. | CP = | 
I, however, judged it neceſſary to aſſume a title no 
human being envied, or offered to diſpute with me; _ 


and to ſupport it properly without encroaching on 
my daughter's valuable acquiſition, I found I muſt. 


reſolve to re-viſit Kenilworth Caſtle, now the pro- 


_ perty of another family,—In the building were con- 5 


tained cabinets ſo ſecure and unknewn, that Lord 
Leiceſter always depoſited there, ere he journeyed to 
London, ſuch papers, jewels, and other valuables, as 
he thought it unſafe to take with bim. On the me- 
morable night when laſt we quitted that {plealant. 
dwelling, I had aftifted him to place in the moſt cu- 
rious of theſe reſervoirs ſeveral caſkets, for which he 
ſeemed more than commonly anxious; and I added 


to their number, that containing Mis, Marlow?s pa= 


pers, and the teſtimonials of my birth, As if ac- 
tuated by ſome ſad pre-ſ{entiment that he ſhould never 
more re-viſit this ſpot, my Lord tuok gicat pzins to 


familiarize me to the management of the iprings, and. 


gave 
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gave into my hands duplicates of the keys. By a 
ſingular chance amidſt all the tranſitions of my fate, 
theſe keys remained, and ſeemed continually to re- 
mind me, how important to my daughter's welfare it 
might one day be to recover the caſkets, —A motive 
 ftrong as this alone could conquer the reluQtance I 
| felt again to behold a ſpot facred to the memory of a 
huſband ſo beloved. You will call this, perhaps, a 
childiſh weakneſs, after all I had borne : but alas, 
| the mind feebler and feebler from every conflic, 
ſometimes ſinks under a trifle, after repelling the 
more powerful attacks of ill-fortune with magnani=- 

__miky, X | | SF. 
Lady Arnndell; with her uſual kindneſs, propoſ- 
ed accompanying me ; and we ſorrowtully meaſured 
once more thoſe miles which ſo ſtrongly revived in 
my tnind the moſt interefting remembrances, At 
Coventry we reſted to enquire into- the character of 
| the preſent owner of Kemilworth Caſtle. We were 
told that this magnificent manſion I had left fit for 
' the reception of a Sovereign, had long been in the. 
hands of a miter, whoſe avarice had induced him to 
ftrip it of its princely ornaments: not leſs from the 
deſire of converting thoſe into money, than to de- 
prive it of every charm that might tempt the enquir=- 
ing traveller to knock at the inhoſpitable gate, Yet 
_ even when this ruin was effected, the tiructure ittelf 
was ſo complete a piece of architecture, as to attract 
a number of unwelcome viſitorsz to exclude whom, 
he had now let it to ſome manufatturers, and refided - 
_ himſelf in a remote apartment, The chagrin this ex= 
' traordinary revolution could not but occation in my | 
mind, was increaſed when I recolleted how hard it 
would be, perhaps, to giin admitton; and even when 
that was obtained, we knew not whether the only. 
room I withed to lodge in was now habitable, 
Lady Arundell, with her uſual foreſight, adviſed me 
to ſeem to have no other motive for this viſit, than 
a defire to re-purchaſe the Cafllez and when ſhewn 
_ through it, to. appear to be firuck with fo ſevere an 
| 5 indiſpolition 
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' indiſpoſition, as ſoon as I reached the chamber which 
-centained the cabinets, as ſhould render it impoſſible. 


to remove mez leaving it to her to reconcile the _ 


owner to fo troubleſome an intruder, by the moſt 
laviſh generoſity, A finefle of this kind alone could 
_ aſcertain me any ſucceſs, and the ficklineſs of my af- 
| peR,, 1 was ſure, would ufficiently corroborate wen. 


an aſſeriion, | 
We ſet out immediately, that by arriving in the 


evening we might have. a pretence for paſſing the 
might there.—My ſou] turned from the well-known 
tcene, and fickened alike at ſight of the reviving ver- 
- ure, and the {plendid manſion, to me alas, only a_ 


gay, mauſo)cum. Humbly I. ſolicited entrance at a 


_ gate which once flew open whenever I appeared z 
| but, ah, though the exterior was the ſame, how 
frange ſeemed the alteration within !—No more did 


the liveried train of ailiduous domeſtics aſſemble to_ 


. the diſtant winding of the huntſman's horn-—No 


longer did I reſt in gilded galleries, whoſe piQtured 


tides delighted” one ſenſe, while their coolneſs refreſh- 
_ ed another, No longer could I, even in idea, behold 
_ the beloved, the noble owner, whoſe gracious mein_ 
 endeared the welcome it conveyed—A change which 
| jJarred every feeling had taken place, A numerobs 


body of diligent mechanics were plodding in thoſe 


halls where Elizabeth had feaſted, and their battered 
ſides hardly naw informed us where the rich tapeſtry _ 
uſed to hang. My ears were ſuddenly ſtunned with 
' the noiſe of a hundred looms ; and the diſtant lake, 

_ once covercd with gay pageants, and reſounding only 
| to the voice of pleature, prefented us another ſcene - 
of induſtry not leſs buſy, firange and furprizing, By 
incidents of this kind, one becomes painfully ard 


inilantaneouſly ſenſible of advancing into life, When 
firſt we find ourſelves failing with the imperceptible_ 
current of time, engroſſed either by the danger of. 
our ſituation, or enchanted with 1t5 proterts, we 
glide ſwiftly on, ſcarce ſenſible of our progrefs, til 


the fiream reviſits ſome layourite ſpot; : alas, 10 viidble 
| 13 
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| is the deſolation of the ſhorteſt interval, that we grow 
old ina moment, and ſubmit once more to the tide, 
willing rather to ſbare the ruin than review 1t, | 


Among the few ſervants retained by the meagre 


maſter of this deſolated manſion, one appeared who 


immediately recalled himſelf to my mind by the 
name of Gabriel, I recolleQed his having been war- 


__ den of the outer lodges, 'The title by which 1 was. 


announced—the weed I ſtill continued to wear, over- 


came one already bowed to the earth by age, infir- 


mity, and penury : and when to theſe circumſtances 


was ſuperadded the remembrance of the plentiful and 
_ peaceful days he had known under a Lord ever mu- 
nificent to his domeſtics, gratitude became agony, 
and the poor old man ſunk in a fit at my feet. An 
Incident like this might well affe& an indifferent 
ſpeQator,—T was ſcarce more ſenſible than himſelf : 
- and the alarm ſoon ſpread through the laborious me- 
chanics, till it was conveyed to Sir Humphry Mor- 
_ ton, — Timorouſly he emerged from his apartment, 


and as the humble croud made way for him, he mea- 


{ured me afar off with his eye, and ſeemed. loſt in 
_ conjecture on the ſubjeQ: of my viſit —-My purſe 
_ was yet in my hand, and part of iis contents in thoſe 
_ of ſome perſons who had lent a ready aſfliftance, 
Whether this or the wan delicacy of my looks in- 
cereſted him, I know not; but every care-furrowed 
feature gradually relaxed as he approached me, ilriv- 
ing in vain to {often into the ſmile of benevolence. 
I roſe to return his courteous ſalutation, and 1: forme 
ed him, that when laſt I paſt the walls of this Cat- 


tle, I was its miſtreſs, the dear and happy wife of 
Lord Leiceſter ; but perceiving uncertain apprchen« 
tons of {ome remute ciaim began again to contr..& 


this brow, I added, that ienſible I had loft every right 
1n a ſpot yer dear ty nie, I came to enquire whether 


he was diſpoſed to purt with it, and to reſcue from, 


poverty ſuch worthy ter\ants of its late noble owner 

| as had alike outlived ikteir labour, and him who 

ſhould have recompenicd' it, What beart is infſenſi- 
Vou, Il, SOR ___ ble 
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| ble to that virtue in which we alone can reſemble. 


our Maker ?——PBenevolence, like. religion, awes 


even thoſe it- cannot win, The miſer loudly ap- 


plauded my liberality z and by a greater effort on his 


_ part, allowing for the difference of our charaQters, 


invited me to ſpend - the night in the caſtle, The 


chamber I had been accuſtomed to inhahit, he -call- 
ed his beſt, and thither was I conduced. iI was not 


unprovided with the means of enſuring my own wel- 


_ come, and my ſervants having ſpread - the cold viands 
we brought, Sir Humphry's ſpirits grew light over 
luxuries he was not to pay 'for. A temptation ſa 
_ agreeable prolonged his ſtay, and I at length diſcover- 


ed the only way:to ſhorten his viſit, would be. to com- 


 pliment. him with all that remained: ſeeing my ſer- 
vants'in compliance with the hint, were about to cons 

- vey it out of the room, fear leſt any ſhould be loſt by. 

__ the way, prevailed over the hilarity of the moment, 
and he departed with the wine, | 


With an impatient beating heart I raiſed the ta- 


oj _peſtry, which providentially had been preſerved in 
| this room, leſs from 1:5 beauty than antiquity; as it 


was ſo worn that.it had long been pannelled in many 


_ places. — Behind the bed we diſcovered the ſecret 

_ ſpring of the cabinet, which I opened without any 
___ difliculty;z and with the aſliftance of Lady Arundell 
| took down the well-remembered caſkets, pauſing at 1n- 


tervals, to weep over all.the tender ideas the fight of 
them recalled 1o forcibly to my memory ; then riſing 


my eye toward Heaven, while deyoutly thanking the ; 


God who thus proſpered my remaining wiſhes, I al- 
moſt fancied I beheld the beautiful ſpirit of him who 


Concealed theſe treaſures, | 


Lady Arundell would not reſt without infpeRing _ 
their contents. The largeſt was filled with family 


| papers, bonds, contrats, mortgages, many of which 


were to me unintelligible, and all uſeleſs. The- next 
contained letters and little ornaments, leſs precious | 
from their intrinſic value, than their analogy: to par-. 


with 


ticular events, —Under theſe was a gilt caſket hiled | 


with jewels of great value, and what was of infinitely 
more, the authenticated bonds and acknowledgements 
of ail the ſums Lord Leiceſter had informed me he' 
. had providentially depoſited in other - countries z| and” 
of which I knew not any memorandum remained, 
'This was ſo noble an addition to the ' bequeſt which. 
| already enriched my ſweet Mary, that it ſeemed to” 
me, her father even from the grave delighted to en-' 
dow her: while the Almighty, gracious even when 
we think him moſt ſevere, had thus ſecreted for her 
_ advantage, treaſures it would have been impoſſible* 
for me to have preſerved through ſo many deſperate 
Meu To Ee oe og os 
The next caſket was a gift from the fond mother . 
to the darling of her heart: it contained all the" teſti 
monials of the Queen of Scots, and: other parties con- 
cerned, on the ſubje& of my birth, with the contract. 
of marriage between Lord Leicefter and myſelf, I 
felt rich in theſe recovered rights; and though pru-_ 
_ dence might never permit me to claim alliance with 
King James, yet to bequeath to my daughter ' the 
power of doing fo, at whatever period it ſhould ap-. 
| pear advantageous, was a great confolation to'me, 
Lady Arundel! and I paſt part of the night 1n pack-_ 
ing theſe valuables in empty trunks brought for that 
purpoſe ; then cloſing the ſecret cabinet, and leaving 
No traces of our ſearch for it, we retired. to reſt, We 
departed early the next morning carrying with us. 
_ That ancient domeſtic of Lord Leiceſter, on whom me- 


 _ Mory had fo powerfully operated, and two others, 


who long ſince expelled in the Caſtle, fought a mi- 
1erable fubſiſtence in the hamlets around it, | It Joyed 
my very-heart to ſupply to theſe poor wretches a loſs ' 
1rremedlable with reſpe& to myſelf, and the profound. 
attachment of their few remaining days amply res 
warded fne, og ge = CR a IONS 
Through the intervention of the. friends I yet poſ- 
ſeſſed, ſome eminent merchants in London undertook © 
| to get the bonds, notes, &c, duly acknowledged: and 
 1n proceſs of time, ſuch conſiderable ſums were of 
Cs 7 LD _ 


deep than ardent. Maternal experience had moderated 
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| conſequence recovered, as aſcertained to myſelf and 


child our accuſtomed affluence, Years and misfor- 
tune had only cemented the - ancient friendſhip be- 


tween me and Lady Arundell, -I added my income | 


and family to hers —Her houſe was fortunately ſo 
near London as to allow me the advantage of pro- 


curing the firſt inftrutors for my daughter, and the 
 1nfirm ſtate of Lady Arundel!'s health, rendering her 
as much a priſoner from neceflity, as I was from 


choice, both inſenſibly found in the improvement of - 


my daughter, a mild and growing fatisfation, which 


more than made amends for the world we ſhut out. 


 _ Ah! could I deſire a greatcr pleaſure? Pardon, 


madarn, the fond extravagance of maternal love, and 


_ allow me to preſent to you the darling of my heart 
In her ſixteenth year. Already ſomething taller than. 


myſelf, to a form that united the ftrieſt ſymmetry 
with the wild and variable graces of glowing youth, 
my Mary added the perfe& features of her father ; 


_ exquiſitely feminiſed by a complexion tranſparently 
fair, and a bloom alike delicate and vivid; her hair, 

of the golden brown 1 have deſcribed as peculiar to 
| his, fell below her waiſt in a profuſion of artleſs ring- 


lets, heightening her beauty even to luxuriance—If 
ſhe had borrowed any thing from me, it was the col- 


leted modeſty of her mein; and from my fiſter ſhe - 


had ſtolen the penetrating faſcinating ſmile, thoſe 


+ two alone of all I ever ſaw were gifted with :—alas, 
It was now Wholly her own —Although lightneſs 


and elaſticity cha;aQerized her figure, every limb was | 
rounded even to poliſhing, and never did 1 contemp- 


Hate the ſoft turn of her white arms when raiſed to 
. touch the lute, without thinking thoſe more perfe&t 


than even her face, —Her voice was no leſs ſweet in 


_  Jpeaking than ſinging ;z with this difference—in the 
firſt ſhe ſoftened the foul to pleaſure, in the laſt ele- 
vated it to rapture,-Her underſtanding was firong 


and penetrating, yet elevated and refined. —Her fenſt- 
bility {the firſt formed of all her feeling.) was rather 


the 
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_ the enthuſiaſm incident to youth, nor was it obvious. 
in any inſtance - but the love of knowledge. Inceſ- 
fant, unremitting, in her ſtudies, books were her on-. 
ly extravagance, and muſic her only relaxation, To 
compenſate for the worldly pleaſures I judged it 
prudence to deprive her of, I was laviſh in indulgences 
to which her taſte naturally led: 1 kept muſicians on 
purpoſe - to accompany her, and found in the years | 
filled up by herſelf and her employments, that f{iveet 

though ſaddened pleaſure parents only know, and 
which perhaps, more than makes ns amends for all 
the more lively ones it recalls to our memory, In 
effe&, the more- lovely ſhe grew, the more neceſſary I 
found it to hide her; and offering her daily up to 
| God, I left her wholly to his diſpoſal; determined _ 
neither my pride, vanity, or ambition, ſhould interfere 
with the-happine1s I ſupplicated for her, + ; 
_ On peruſing this deſcription, I perceive at once the 


impoſſibility of your crediting it ; yet far from accuſ- 


ing myſelf of partiality, 1 could call on all who ever 
beheld my daughter to atteſt my candor, —How rea 
_ dily would Lady Arundell have done ſo—entendered 
_ to her by a love only inferior to my own, that faith 
ful friend found in declining life a new tie wound 
round her heart, for which ſhe daily thanked me. DE 
As nothing robs us of the confidence of youth like- 
the appearance of myſtery, when time called re- 
fleftion to being in her tender mind, I ſlowly, and by 
degrees confided to my daughter the painful events 
you have thus obliged me to commemorate, This 
Indulgence ſecured to me her whole heart, and I trem- 
| bled only leſt her deep ſenſe of paſt misfortunes 
ſhould aftect her health; for ſenſibility was the lead- 
ing feature in her charaQter, Far from ſeeking to 
expound the future in her own favour, the flattering 
proſpeCts her diſtinguiſhed birth, and yet more dif- 
tinguiſhed endowments, might well ſpread before her," 
paiſed away like a ſhadow, and ſhe ſaw only her mo- 
ther, A thouſand times ſhe has bedewed my hand 
. With a reverence the moſt endearing; and the tears 
| co ON | with 


Sara am +2 


Ig + 


iſ Bo ee rent tc 


nt v4 « - ” CR - w—_—_ 
VOGEL Rb. 2-H. < 


deltroy a plant rooted thus by mutual virtue z>it on- 


- 
$ 
iÞ 
74k 
p 
} 
* 


"00 -.. TH E REC LS 8, SE. 


| with which ſhe often embalmed the memory of her 


father, almoft recompenſed me for his loſs. From that 
period her expreſſive eyes were ever fixed on mine 


with ſuch blended ſadneſs and admiration, as proved 


ſhe on me almoſt fainted by misfortune. More 
ſtudious henceforward of 'my pleaſure, more ſubmiſ- 


five to my will, more fſolicitous for my repoſe, it 
ſeemed as if in learning ſhe was my only remaining 
tye on earth, ſhe conceived the various affeQions and | 
duties of all I had loſt devolved, to, and centered in 
herſelf. But ſympathy was the genuine impulſe of - 


her nature; for with equal care ſhe watched over her 
unhappy aunt,—Whenever that dear creature's in- 
curable malady afſumed the appearance of melancho-. 
ly, ſhe. was extravagantly fond of . muſic, —At thoſe 


| intervals my lovely Mary - would lean over her lute 


with the meek benignity of -a deſcending angel, and 
extract from it ſuch folemn ſounds as breathed at 


. once of -peace and ſorrow : inſenfibly ſoothing the 
| perturbed ſpirit, and melting only thoſe yet undiſ(- 


turbed, That ſubtle effence of our. natures, ſenfibi- | 
lity, which madnefs can only unfix, not annihilate, 
often pauſed . unconſciouſly upon the pleaſure, and 


ſofilv ſynk into repoſe. ONS CITI We *4Q 
A child thus eminently amiable at once concenter- 


ed my affeftions—commanded my efteem—pofleſſed 


my- whole: confidence—attuated, in ſhort, my very 
beinz,—Ah, how noble, how affeCQting is the friend- 


ſhip grounded -on the maternal and- filial tye; when 


unconſcious of any weakneſs in her own heart, 
the mother dares preſent it- as a pure and unflattering 
mirror to ber child, and with that ſelf-applauſe which 
even-Heaven approves, contemplates the upright, the 
innocent- ſoul -it refleQs !—Sacred and' indelible be- 


_ comes that precept-which 1s expreſſed but. by 'exam=-. 


ple;—Happy: are thoſe enabled *to form ſuch an at- 
tachment -as inexperience ſtrengthens on- one hand, 
and knowledge- on - the ' other :—Netther the guſts of 
youthful pafton,' nor the nipping froſts 'of age, can 


iy 
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 1y gains vigor from time, and by the peculiar indul- _ . 
gence of the Almighty, . our ſublimeſt merit repines - 


- tnto our moſt 'perfe&@ pleaſure, | 


Satisfied I had already acquired ſuch an mfluence. 
4n my daughter's mind as ſhould enable me to regu- - 
_ late her principles, 1 left it to time and circumſtances 
to call them into aQtion,—The great buſineſs of my 
lfe now ſeemed over z-and delivering my heart up to 
:the flattering prefages of maternal love, a. thouſand 
_ viſions of almoſt forgotten grandeur and happineſs 
' floated before my eyes, .and ſometimes half deluded : 


"them, 


"The fluQuating- complaints of Lady Arundell at 
_Tength ſettled into a conſumption ;—l1t was an here- 
ditary diforder of the Sidneys z nor - perhaps could all 


the folicitude of myſelf and'my ſweet : Mary have 


-availed toward her reſtoration, even if a cruel ſhock. 
1n which we were: all equal ſufferers, bad: not preci- 


-pitated her fate. 


Among the unconſcious caprices 'which by turns + 
 aQtuated my unfortunate ſiſter, was a paſſion for fit-- 
ting in the open air, —Neither times, or ſeaſons, had. 
any influence over hery and ſhe would inſiſt on it 
alike in” the ſnow of December, and the ſcorching 
_ ſun of July, —T' this felf-will I had no doubt great-. 


ly contributed,' | From the moment of my return to 


England, 1 had vehemently oppoſed the ſevere con-. 


' troul: to which ſhe had heretofore been ſubjeR, and 
_ habituated her attendants to yield to her in every in- 


| ſtance which did not abſolutely endanger her fafety : 


fully determined not to render an exiſtence wholly 


wretched no human being could now make happy. 
But as uninformed minds never know a medium, the 


people appointed to watch her, gradually ſuffered her 


to become fenfible of her power, which ſoon grew 
into an unbounded indulgence. It was now the 
Gepth of winter, and ſhe had fat in the keen air for 
hours, watching the ſnow, which fell in abundance. 


—The moſt violent ſhiverings enſued, followed by a 
| fever which ſettled at laſt on the nerves, and brought 
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her to the very verge of the grave. —Nevertheleſs, it 
appeared to have falutary effefts—her ſpirits were 
funk indeed to extreme lowneſs, but they became 
more equal ; and traces of reaſon were often diſcern- 
| able in her aQtions, If ſhe did not remember, ſhe 
yet ſtrove to know-mez and ſometimes ſtudied my 
features in a manner the moſt touching, —1 confider- 
ed this as the very crifis of her fate—her only chance 


_ on this ſide Heaven, and ſcarce, dared leave her for a 


* fingle moment, I entruſted the care of Lady Arun- 
dell (whoſe fituation, though more dangerous, was 
not ſo melancholy) to my daughter; fearful leſt her 
_ youthful ſpirits ſhould be injured by conſtantly be- 
holding an objeQ: ſo affefting, But T had forgot 
[that my own ſhattered conftitution was not equal to _ 
the fatigue and anxiety of watching over my ſiſter, 
I fell one evening into a ſucceflion of fainting fits z 
the ſervants conveyed me to bedz and the fear of 
alarming Lady Arundell hindered them from inform- 
ing my daughter of my fituation.—My faintings at 
length gave place to a drowſineſs fo intenſe I might 
call it a ſtupor,-—I remained thus fer ſome hours, 
"when I ſtarted with an indiſtin& idea of a heavy fall, 
and a deep groan, Terror rouſed, and collected in a 
moment every dormant faculty.--1] ruſhed through 
_ the chamber which divided mine from my fiſter's, 


but I blamed myſelf for impetuolity when 1 perceiv= _ 


ed all was profoundly filent in hers, The two nurſes 
| were in a deep fleep, and the expiring watchlights 
heavily winked, and revived, before the cold dawn 
of the morning. 1 gently. opened the curtains of her 
bed—Ah, gracious Heaven, what did 1 feel when 
| I beheld it empty !—The agonized ſhriek I gave 
rouzed both her careleſs attendants, who 1mpreſſed 
with but one idea, flew towards a door I now firſt 
perceived to be open : it led to a gallery ornamented _ 
' with ſuch portraits of our family as had ſurvived 
the wreck of their fortunes; among them was in- 
cautiouſly placed that (a'ready fatally commemorat= | 
ed) of the Earl of Eſſex at the florming of Cadiz 
EE EONS DE an 
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an unfortunate legacy beqeathed to Ellinor by 
Lady Pembroke, —My foul took in at a thought all 


" MN 


the fearful conſequences, -] tottered into the 
gallery—alas, only to behold my worſt apprehenſion | 
verified, —The ſpe&re, which, once was Ellinor, lay 


proſtrate before the piture—one hand had conyul- 


| fively gathered her difordered garments over her thin 
cheſtz the other was ſtill expreflively extended to=- 
wards the inanimate image of him ſo beloved—Im- 


patiently I laid my hand upon her heart—it, anſwer- 
ed not the trembling enquirer—its wandering eſſence 


_ was exhaled, and the had ceaſed. for ever to ſuffer, 
Thy parting prayer, oh Effex! was ſurely prophetic, 


for her ſoul in recovering memory, had burſt its 
mortal hound, and ſeared to Heaven, | | 


| Scarce were the dear remains quietly interred, efe 
thoſe of the amiable Lady Arundell followed them. 
1 bore theſe loſſes with devout reſfignation.——The 
| tears which fall when Heaven recalls the unfortunate, 


{till the wild paſſions of the ſad ſurvivor, and deeply 


wound only the foul yet new to ſuffering, It was 


with a quickened apprehenſion I perceived. the effe& 


_ of theſe firſt afflictions on the tender ſpirits of my _ 
daughter: not that I ſought totally to. ſtifle the live-_ 
ly impretſions of natural affeQion:=—the tears of * 
youth, like the genial ſhowers of May, ſerve only 


to fave the planter's toil, and fimply ripen. the rich 


| fruits of the mind z but when either fall too often, 
_ they impovertſh the ſoil, and waſh away the buds yet 

_ blowing. Mn EW ons” FÞ 25% 8H: 
My own foul afforded no variety of chearful 
Images with which 1 could hope to invigorace the 


gentle ſpirits of my Mary z unwilling to form ' new 


_ Connexions, ] rather thought it prudent to change - 


my abode, and by a variety of ſcenes inſenfibly 


amuſe her: and my ſteward was ſent accoraingly to 
| ſeek another manſion, 1 calted. back the mowent_ 
| when the gloomy ailes of a ruined convent, by poſ- 
feſling the-fimple advantage ut noveity, diverted my | 
mind eyen at the forrowtul criſis which robbed me of a_ 
IS 7 ns B 
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foſter mother, Alas, in yet untried youth, the prof 


pect- that is unknown, ever adds to its own'Ccharms 


_ thoſe of imagination while - in matured life, © the 
heart lingers-on all which -once delighted +it, hopeleſs 
_ of finding 'in the future, a pleaſure fancy can ever 


compare with 'thoſe -it- reviews in the” paſt, 'To my 


daughter, however, the whole world was yet new, 
and in-fixing on a ſcene habitual to my feelings, I 
could-- not 'fail to delight:+hers. - ] hired a manſion 


near/the Thames fide, in-Richmond, to which we re- 
moved-early- in the ſpring. oth 48h 


- Perhaps 1n the choice, I was influenced almoſt 


without knowing'it, by a latent motive : diſtin” as 


| had lived from'the world ſince my return to England, 
the fame of the Prince of Wales had yet reached me, 
 _— This-accompliſhed youth had at once rote above. 
the weakneſſes of his father, 'and prejudices of his 
_ rank; devoting his heart to the virtues, this mind to 
the ſciences, and his perſon to thoſe» manly and 'be=- 
Coming. exerciſes, which ' invigorating every human 


power, prepared him alike far the enjoyment © of 


peace, or the purſuit of war. Delighted to -under= 
ttand a Stuart was'riſing to redeem 'the glory of this 
declining race, I paſlionately longed''to fee, know, 
and be valued-by- the royal Henry, The King, un- 
worthy a ſon fo diſtinguiſhed, took no pleaſure in his 
company z,'but even in; tender youth, reſigned! him to 
a court of his own, from-the 'adulation” of which, 
merit ſuperior to praiſe alone could have ' guarded 
him, Henry had, like myſelf, a partiality tor the 
- beautiful village 'of Richmond z. he always paſſed part 
_ of the ſummer in a palace near the: Thames, and I 
| took pleaſure in thinking a partition of wood alone 
| ſeparated his gardens from mine, - With a judgment 
- __unequalled at his years, the Prince knew how to be 

_ affable without abating aught of his ' dignity 3 and, 
while in the circle of his own court, he preſerved the 
authority of a Sovereign, to the unfortunate who ad- 
dreſſed him, he had the benignity of a brother: ſuch 
was his charaQter in Richmond, where the people 


almoſt 
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almoſt adored him, and took pleaſure in amplifying 
' on the. ſuperior qualities he ſo eminently poſſeſſed, 
The ſweet hopes his merit ſometimes infuſed into my 
boſom, came accompanied with an equal number of _ 
fears, yet could not my heart forbear to cheriſh 


The revolving ſeaſon tinged this ſweet retreat 


with every variety of yerdure ; the waves of the 


_ Thames were more tranſlucent than ever; all nature 


awakened once more to perfeQtion, when the Prince 


_ of Wales took up his abode in the adjacent palace,— | 
This news heightened the ſoft red of my daughter's 
| Cheek, and even faintly coloured my wan one,—Not 


daring to expreſs to her the eager defire 1 felt to ſee 
the Prince, and not accuſtomed to venture out with» 


out her, day after day elapſed in anxious expeQacion, 
_ My gentle Mary, with a delicacy from which I drew _ 
the moſt happy prefages, now always choſe to. go 


abroad either ſo early or ſo late that it was almott 
impoſſible we ſhould ever meet the Prince, and the 


veil ſhe uſually wore was cloſed with ſo much care _ 


as to enſure her the happineſs of being overlooked, 


_ even if fortune threw him in our way, _ | 
Nevertheleſs, I took notice the arrival of the royal. 


Henry ftrangely filled up the void in aur lives. 


—What he would do, or what he would: not do, 


conſtantly regulated our motions, and: employed my 


daughter's thoughts even more than my own, His _ 
taſte afforded us a variety of indulgences of which he 
knew not we. were partakers—Sometimes moon-light _ 
Concerts, or magnificent fire-works: at others, - par= 
ties on the Thames ; where the Prince ill cook plea» 
| fure in beholding a variety of little veſſels, built and 
ornamented. tor. the. amuſement of his. early years, 
. and which were; manned by children, —They were. 


often ſo near, we fancied we heard the voice of 'Hen=_ 


© Iy, when both mother and daughter would-give way 
to. the fame. impulſe, and haſtily retire, The ſum». 
mer might have elapled in this manner had not. 


_ chance. 


] 
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chance been more favourable to our wiſhes than we 


_ could reſolve to be. | | 


. We were returning home one morning in an ill- 
contrived carriage, newly invented for 'airings, the 
inconvenience of which I bore patiently from not 


| being able to walk or ride *"on horſeback. for any 


length of time ſince my memorable fever,— The ſer- 
vant who drove, ſtopped as uſual at the brow of the en- 


_ chanting hill, that we might enjoy for a few minutes 


Its beauties, when the found of horns approaching near, 


Informed us the Prince of Wales was returning from 
hunting, which at once ſtartled the horſes and our- 


ſelves. My Mary aQtuated only by the impreſſion 
of the moment, made an eager ſign to the man to 
drive on ; and the horſes, already frightened, yielded 
1mpetuouſly to the ſlighteſt touch of the rein, flying 
forward with the moſt dangerous rapidity. The 
clumſineſs of the carriage, and the badneſs of the road, 


threatened us every moment with being overturned— 
| for me there was no eſcape, but could my daughter 


| _ be prevailed on to leap out, I was ſenſible ſhe would 


| be fafe, Far from obeying my intreaties, or ever 
commands, ſhe threw her arms around me, and pro- 


teſted it was for 'me alone fhe feared, The carriage 


- ſunk into .a deep rut at laſt, and we were thrown 
out at a ſmall diſtance, with a violence that almoſt 


deprived me of my ſenſes :>my darling Mary had 


wholly loſt hers, 1 perceived the train of Henry ap- 
| frncnng, but the favourite wiſh of ſeeing him was 


orgotten in that of recovering her. —] was preſently 


_ environed by the hunters without regarding them, 


till their extreme folicitude obliged me to raiſe my 
eyes from the lifeleſs tace of my daughter in acknow- 
ledgment. I perceived with a ſurprize even that 


moment could not conquer, that on either hand ſtood 


a young man, adorned with the order of the garter, 
and fo diſtinguiſhingly handſome, that I knew not 
which was the Prince of” Wales, but turned from the 


- one to the other with an air of wildneſs and ſtupor, 


— My -looks, howeyer, made little iniprefſiion on che 
ONT | os ſtrangers, 
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ſtrangers, their whole attention being fixed on the in- 
animate form of my daughter.—In truth, fortune 
had contrived to ſhew her to the utmoſt advantage, 
1] had thrown up her vell to give her air, and bared 
her beautifu! hands and arms, poliſhed and white as 
 Parian marble; the wild rings of her auburn hair 
played on her youthful face as the yellow leaves of 
 Antumn curl over a later peach z whilſt every fea- 
ture formed with a truth which might bear the niceſt 
examination, perhaps only appeared more exquiſitely 
regular from the abſence of exprefſion; and even her_ 
figure” and attitude (leaning en her mother's knees} 
preſented a perfe&t model for a ſculptor. © The ath- 
 duities of the ſtrangers, together with my own, at 
length recalled her ſcattered ſenſes —She opened 
thoſe eyes fo dear to me, and fixing them on the two 
 firangers, a rofy ſuffaſion alone proved ſhe ſaw them, _ 
_ with ſuch quicknefs did fhe turn towards her mother; 
when beholding me to appearance unhurt, ſhe lifted 
| her ſoul to Heaven in a look of gratttude, and - throw- 
_ Ing her arms round my neck relieved her overcharged 
heart by weeping on my boſom. ** An angel in foul 
as well as formz exclaimed one of the ſtrangers ; af- 
ſure me, madam, continued he, that this terror is the 
only ill conſequence of my ſudden approach, or I 
know not how 1 ſhall forgive it to myleif.” This 
addrefs afcertaining the Prince of Wales, he became 
the ſole obje&t of my attention,—Ah, where thall I 
find words to endear to you, Madam, the royal 
youth my heart at once opened to adopt? Henry was 
_ yet. but in the dawn of manhood, nevertheiels his 
| height was majeſtic, and his figure finiſhed, The 
| beauty of his features was their leaſt charm—virtue 
herſelf ſeemed to ſublrme every happy lineament, 
and ſpare beholders the trouble of developing his 
charaQer by conveying it in a glance, His manly 
voice united the firmneſs of his own ſex, with the 
ſenſibility cf ours. A confuſtun of fad remembrances 
| were at once preſented with him to my mind; and. 
the admiration he excited was ſtrangely blended with 
p BY 4 I hs, regret, — 


regret,— forgot that he had addreſſed me, and con- 


_ . tinued to contemplate him in filence z, ever and anon 


turning my ſtreaming eyes wildly from him to Hea- 
ven, even then, my dilating heart bids me add, ſcarce 


_ changing the objeQ. The amiable Henry, in whoſe 


nature ſympathy was the prevailing ſentiment, 
touched with a conduct fo myſterious, almoſt forgot 
my daughter in turn, ſo wholly was he engroſſed by 
me.—Informed. of my unfortunate lamenets by my_ 


attempting to riſe, he immediately concluded it to be_ 


the conſequence of the recent accident, and {carce _ was 
fatisfied by my aſſurance of the contrary. O! as my 
_ eyes ſurveyed the ſuperior ſoul, living irradiated in 
the bright orbs of his, huw did they ftream even at re- 
 membering that had his father been born to half his 
vircues, I might now have been cheriſhed by affeQi- 
on—dignithed by rank-—unwidowed—unbroken -—a _ 
ftranFer yet to forrow !—My mother too—Moſt un- 
happy of parents as well as ſovereigns! I had a tear 
| for thee at this intereſting moment. ny PO PT 
The reſpe@ due to firangers induced the Prince to 
conceal the curiofitey my conduc could not fail to 
exCite, bur having informed himſelf from the attend- 
_ ants of my title, he addreiled me.by it, and inſiſted on. 
conducting me home. I now underitood the noble- 
man who had divided my firſt looks with the Prince, 
to be the Viſcount Rocheſter : that contemptible fa- 
_ vourite of the King, celebrated only for his beauty, — 
The viſible coldneſs of my air checked a forward in- 

_ folence I obſetved in bim, and obliged him to quit us- 
on our arriving at home, 0 To Cad. TE, 
With what ſecre: tranſport did my ſoul welcome 
a Stuart worthy that name, glorious tor ſo many 
ages !/—"The Piince ſeemed delighted with his new 
 acquaintances,— The ſoft reſerve of my. daughter's 
 air—the deepening roles of her cheek, and the low 
accent of her harmonious voice, when politeneſs 
_ obliged her to anfwer the Prince, whole, animated 
eyes reduced hers often to ſeek the ground, preſented _ 
to my elated heart eyery ſymptom of that paſhop 

| £ | | which. 
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which alone endears the ſufferings it occaſions, A_ 
flow of hapyy ſpirits new to my daughter,. almoſt 


forgotten ' by ' myſelf, gave chearfulneſs 'to the hour 


which Henry faw elapfe with regret. EIIEE FS 45+ 
On this chanee introduction was grounded an ac- | 


- quaintance a few days. ripened into intimacy.—Led to _ 


diſtinguiſh -the Prinee alike by his own merit, and: 
the ties of blood, which ſecretly allied me to him, it 
was with the tendereft fatisfattion: I beheld him che- 
riſk the inclination he had already conceived for my 
daughter : yet the dignity of his mind forbidding him 
_ to form an engagement he knew not how to fulfil, it 
was through me alone he addrefſed himfelf to her. 
Convinced-it was in my power to prove her entitled. 
_ even to ſuch a lover, I ſuffered fate to take its courle,. 
_ attending only to prudence. Eg: ho! 

- Conſcious that Henry had hitherto moved 1n a very 
confined circle, I was aware to extend it. muſt draw 


much obſervation on thoſe he favoured. To guard 
therefore againſt the malice of ſurmiſe, I fixed on the. 


hour of the Prince's vifit for my daughter to ride out z. 
_ and always received him alone, His attendants, who 
faw her regularly depart, were at a loſs to imagine 
what could attach their royal maſter to tae infirm 
widow of Lord Leiceſter, 'The charm was tn truth 
ſimply affeQion;—The amiable Henry had early beet. 
 accullomed to every kind of hemage but that of the 
| heart, and had too much ſenſibility not to fecl the 
want he knew not how to ſupply. ' Deeply ſuſcepti- 


ble' of the” true regard I had conceived for hiin, ime 


Preſſed at once by my mind, my manners, and my_ 


mien, "with the idea of myttery, and the defire of ob- 


taining my contidence, it was only by his own candor _ 

he iought to gain upon mine. Slowly and by de- 

 grees he deigned co repoſe with me thoſe regrets and | 

_ anxieties from which the utmoſt indulgence of nature 

_ and fortune cannot except a fingle individual. He 

_ often lamented the dangerous diſtinftion of being the 

_ firſt-born' of his father's children, ſince ic coft him 

every other—=Separated almoſt in infancy from bis 
SET. | 95 Hg -* --.., Parents— 


| ſhould ſacrifice the ſon of his maſter, | s 
 _ While the admired Prince of Wales, the 1dol of 
the people, the heir of empire, the endued of Heaven, 
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parents—ſurrounded with mercenary ſycophants, who 


ſought to make their court to the reigning King by 
2a partial repreſentation or miſconſtrution of his ac- 
_ tions, he had ſhot up unloved, uncheriſhed, and ſeen 
_ thoſe tender affeQtions he was born to .ſhare, gradu- 
_ ally center in that fon from whom his parents had no- 

_ thing to fear, —Nor were wanting inſidious flatterers 
equally ready to undermine his filial duty, by point- 
| Ing out the weakneſſes of his father, even where they 


were moſt likely to wound him, He had puniſh- 


ed himſelf, he added, for yielding to theſe im- 


preſſions, by an abſolute obedience to his autho- 


Tity, but it was with - grief he remembered that 
was now the only tie between: them. —Nor would I 


wonder, he continued, it ſhould be fo, if I confidered 
that, born as he was to imperial power, with an ar- 


dent paſlion for glory, he had hitherto: been ſhut up | 
| In the narrow ſphere of his own court, languiſhing 
away the flower of his youth without a choice, a 


friend, or a purſuit :—T1ll the infamous Carr ſhould 
deign.to decide what foreign Prince's - bribe he would 
condeſcend to accept, and to what bigotted Papift he 


thus confided to me the ſimple and rational griefs 


which clouded a fortune fo brilliant, could 1 fail to 


meditate on the equality of providence? —Which gra- 
ciouſly allots even to the loweſt ſituation, ſome por- 


tion*of happineſs, and depreſſes the higheſt with the 
ſad ſenſe of misfortune. - RM, | | 


It is the fatal peculiarity of youth to throw the 


flrongeſt light on every ſecret grief, and always under 
an opprethion 1magination 0 


ten doubles, To cure 
this propenſity is ther-fore the province of: expert- 


ence, | ſought to indue the Prince's mind with the 


only principle mine had derived from all my ſuffer- 


 Ings,—T hat the nobleſt uſe we can make of under- 
ſtanding is to convert it into happineſs; and every ta=- 
| lent which does not conduce to that great end, ought 


lather 
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rather to be conſidered as a burthen than a blefling to 
the poſſeſor. —T hat the mind, like the eye, magnifies 


__ the objet of fear or averſion, which often on a tri 


 examinatioh, excites no other ſentiment than con- 
__ tempt,—In "fine, that he was not at liberty to ſhew 
_ any other ſenſe of his father's errors, than by prefent-. 
Ing a faultleſs example in his own lifez and that if 


he would have it without blemiſh, he muſt divert his 


_ taſte from channels where it would meet . with oppo- 
ſition, and turn it into thoſe” through which it might 
flow freely. That the cultivation of the ſciences 
would at once fill up that void in his life ever ſo pain-_ 
ful at his years, and attach. to his - welfare all who 
| loved them: a body whoſe influence was never 
known unleſs oppolition called forth the Powenn: of | 
eloquence. _ | 
The Prince had too muck judgment not to ſee the- 
utility of this council, and too much generoſity not 
| to value its candor : nevertheleſs, It. was a language 
'yet new to his ears.—Ingenuity had been exhauſted 
| to teach him to govern others, but to ſubdye himlelf. 
was a leſſon none had ventured to inculcate,. How 
_ did lament a ſoul ſo duQile had: in childhood been 


 Injudiciouſly delivered up to its own guidance, and! 


ſuffered every day to imbibe ſome new prejudice, 
_ deſtined perhaps to mark. the charaQter through life ; 
_ and which an upright and kilful monitor might to eafily 
have eradicated! : 
| The prince could not bs. inſenfible to the maternal 
caution which induced me to ſend my daughter abroad 
whenever he honored me with a viſit, yet the obſer- 
vation did not for fome time appear to influence his. 
_ conduct. —oatistied with merely beholding ber as he 
| Entered or departed, the deſire of opening his heart 
to me ſeemed to ſupertede every other impreſſion, 
Nevertheleſs long reveries would follow the moſt ac- 
cidental meeting, and long pauſes intervene in the 
molt intereſting converſation z rendering it ſufficient 
ly obvious. that his mind laboured with ſome or 
: Je > 


| 
| 
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Who have alrgady ſought to attraQt: 3n "dif 
_ tinguiſhed one by whom my peace, my honour, my _ 


J3cQ, hitherto. ſuppreſſed: either . by. .pride. or - -pru-- 


dencer-.. © et I 28" al 
Perhaps I-hould ever;have wanted courage to open - 


my: lips. on ſo delicate an: occafion, .-had not my 
_ daughter:complained to me that ſhe was now-become 


the univerſal. objeQ of attention z . and.that / the. ſuite. 


Who attended: her: were often -rudely ſurrounded, .and 


ſometimes interrogated by ſuch . of the Prince's: count . 


as had not benefited by his. example, —By-: going. 

_ abroad . unexpeQtedly with : her, I - found ſhe was not- 
offended without reaſon,.. and ſenſible of my impru- - 
gence in thus riſquing-her ſafety, I came to the reſo-. 
lution rather -to abridge myſe!f of .the - pleaſure of 


the-Prince's ſociety, than .purchaſe it. by endangering . 
my daughter—1 defired her-to retire. for- a-.-while when. 


_ Henry ſhould viſit me. next, and ere he could account | 
| for the ſingularity of - finding. her at. home, . entered 
4nto the ;delicate explanation... .With an acknewledged _ 


attachment to- him, that I bore my. child alone could . 


| have over-ruled, I ſubmitted- it. to himſelf,;.whether I 
could: too cautiouſly. guard againſt a .cenſure. or--inſult - | 
ſhe- had no- natural proteQor<Xo.reſent;—Fhe generous . 


Henry-pauſed a few moments..with .irreſslution,. when 


| Tuddenly -colleQing' courage he. broke - hlence.— - 
«© Will Lady Leiceſter pardon, ſaid he, .thoſe..obtru> 
_ five. viſits ſhe had ſubmitted. to with. ſo much: com- 
Riggency {—=W1} ſhe. deign to become the confidant. 
of the only incident in my life I had hid from; her— - 
will ſhe liſten with - 3indulgence ?—He. pauſed -a mo-_ 
ment, but ere 1 could refolve. how-to. anfwer, .pur- - 
_ ſued the. diſcourſe—® Accuſtomed even from child- 
| hood to the. enſnaring glances of :the light. and . the. 


lovely—led to imagine myſelf older-.than. my . years 
by the continual propofals-for marrying . me- that have 
conſtantly ſucceeded each other, it is beans þ 


_ that a heart naturally ſuſceptible, ſhquld .mature be». 
_ fore its time. Among the many... 


innacence became. endangered: . perhaps they —_ | 
"SOMS. oP on 


tiful. girls, _ 
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been loft, had I not fond her ſelfiſh and ambitious, 
| F need hardly inform you that this ſeducing. fair one 
is the Counteſs of Efſex !—Vain of her influence over 
me, ſhe took pleafure in publiſhing it, and taught 
me early to bluſh for my choice z but I could not 
_ refolve to do ſo continually. , I formed the bold re- 
 folutiorr of contending with my own heart, and re- 
tired hither to recover it; or die, Lady. Eſſex, en 
raged and humbled at this condut, confirmed me 
| In it, by attaching herſelf to Viſcount Rocheſter: 
thus rendering it ſuffictently obvious ſhe had never. 
loved me.—Beſotted with her beauty, that weak. fa» 
vourite is governed by her caprices,. and. him. I was 
| born to obey yields to thoſe: of Rocheſter, Although 
J do not immediately perceive how Lady. Efſex means: 
to effeCt her revenge, I am convinced it ts only ma- 
_ turing ; and daily expe a blow from which, I know 
not - how to guard myſelf. Under theſe: circum- 


| ſtances how can I venture to involve your. fate with: 


mine ?—How can I aſk you, to permit me to offer to-. 
Jour lovely daughter the heart which ever hovers- 
near her ?!——-Speak; Madam——-my happineſs. 
15 in your hands—dare you. riſque your own to pro- 

mote It?” While liſtened to.. this. ſenſible, this- 
frank declaration of the. Prince's. error, and+-bis- at» 

tachment,, my fond. heart found its. firſt wiſh accom-. 
| pliſhed, and adopted at once the royal youth. z-fo-. 
 lemnly yowing to. ſhare, without. repining,. every evil-_ 
that might follow an alliance ſo dear z: ner did I fail 

ſecretly to exult in my Mary's hereditary right. even. 
_ to thisdiſtinQtion. TENTH 5: ePED 

| To cement'the confidence between us,. and: cone. 
- vince the Prince, his preſent choice was judicious, I. 
_ refolved to confide to him the ſecret fo long, fo pain» 
_ fully preſerved: and related my whole. hiſtory. ' As I 
retraced its affeCQting incidents, I knew. them to be ſo. 
only by his eager, his generous ſympathy ; ſo wholly 
was my own foul engroſſed. by the happy proſpect 
he had opened before it © OP ER 
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The Prince of Wales acknowledged with joy the 
relationſhip I claimed z to confirm all 1 had advanced, 


I preſented to him the long-ſaved teſtimonials, which 
| he peruſed with filent reverence: then fixing his eyes, 


fill impreſſed with that elevated ſentiment, on. 


mine, he gave vtterance to the diQtates of: his heart. 
_ &— Who could ſuppoſe, exclaimed he, a fortitude 
| fo unexampled could poflibly be combined with a_ 
frame delicate even to fragility !—May the misfor- 
tunes you have indelibly, tmprefſed on my memory, 
my more than mother, be the laſt of your life, —May 
that being who direQted my ſoul to cheriſh the admi- 
ration and eſteem -infpired by your lovely daughter, 
and matchleſs ſelf, ſuffer the youth before you to fup- 


ply co your heart, all it ought to have inherited —all 


_ 1t unhappily has, loſt, Dear will be the moment 
| when to the form of your angel mother my authori- 
ty ſhall add the name, and that moment will hereaf-. 
| ter, oh! moſt honoured of women, infallibly be 
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While I liſtened to prediQtions ſo flattering, I al- 
moſt believed them, accompliſhed, In thy unblown 


youth, oh, royal Henry, was comprized every pro- | 


miſe that could difate or fill the heart :+ mine center» 


ed at once in thee, and my daughter: finding in the 


mere hope of ſo glorious an union, a total ſuſpenſion 


from ſuffering and ſorrow, 


| T had now no reſerves with the Prince, and lead- 


ing in my bluſhing Mary preſented her to her _ 
royal couſin; who gracefully offered up his unble- 
 miſhed foul on the hand he bowed over. So pure a 


tranſport took poſſeſſion of mine, as obliterated every | 


other impreſſion. -I ſnatched the united hands fo 


dear, fo beloved, and preſſing them to my boſom, 
lickned with very extacy, and withdrew to recover 


myſelf, —Wandering alone by the fide of the Thames, 


I raiſed my full eyes to heavenz and called the hap» 
py ſpirits of my mother, ſiſter, and Lord Leiceſter, 
to ſympathize with me in an event which promiſed 
to end the perſecutions of my family, by thus boy” 
ate, | ML, ſedly 


THE RECESS, & 16g 
| fedly uniting the laſt ſprung branches of it, A fſe= 


 renity of the ſublimeſt nature ſucceeded the ſweet 


trouble of my ſpirits, and enabled me to rejoin the. 
youthful lovers with the dignity due to my own Cha- 


T0 ſituation in which we ſtood endeared ns fill. 
more to the Prince, by perpetually reminding him 
how intimately our welfire was conneQted with his 


_  ewn, Every hour ſeemed to unite us more and more 


"to each other, Henry ſpoke tome with the freedom 
of a ſonz conjuring me not to take any ſtep that 
might create the leaft ſuſpicion of my birth, or the 
ſecret tye formed between us, till he had well welgh- 
ed every conſequence that might enſuez and to elude 
the ſpies, with whom we were alike ſurrounded, he 
_ propoſed paſſing in the evening through his garden 
to ours if '] would deign for a while to allow him 
thus to reach the ſaloon, Our fituation was too de- 
licate not to require the ſtricteſt caution, yet as I could 
diſcover no mode of receiving the Prince which was 
Not equally queſtionable, and more dangerous, I con- 
ſented to that he propoſed;z as well as that he 
ſhou'd render one of his gentlemen {Sir David Mur=- 
ray) a confidant of this intimacy, though not of its 
nature, or extent, _ 2 f | | : 
An incident ſo important engroſſing my, every 
thought, my heart returned once more eagerly» into 
the world, It had now an intereſt in 'fully under- 
ſtanding the real charaQers of the King, the Queen, 
Viſcount Rocheſter, and every individual likely or 
intitled to interfere at this intereſting crifis,—T 
examined, conſidered, weighed every thing. 1 ſoon 


| diſcovered the whole Royal Family were at variance ! 


That the imperious Queen, unable to wreſt her huſband 
from his favourites, or her ſon from his duties, ſcorned 
the firſt and negleQted the latter : confining © herſelf 
wholly: to a court formed of her own pavers "oh who ©. 
aſſiſted her to ſpoil her younger ſon; whom ſhe had 
almoſt eſtranged from his brother, Her beautiful 
daughter, who united in her own perſon the ores 8 


"__ — _ 
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ted ſolely by the latter. 


under happier auſpices than almoſt any preceding 


ſovereign of England, had already lived long enough 
to loſe the affeQtions of his people. By turns a pedant 
and a buffoon, his ſolemnity was even more diſguſt- 


_ Ing than his levity, Governed by a predileRion of 


the -moſt abſurd and ſingular nature, to a beautiful 


_ favourite he always delivered up the reins of empire; 


readily ſubmitting to a ſhameful ſubjeion in all im- 


. portant-points, provided he /might enjoy a ridiculous 


ſupremacy in his hours of indulgence and retirement, 
From ſuch a weak and inconſiſtent King, and his pro-_ 
fligate Miniſters, the wiſe, the ſcientific, and the good, - 
had gradually retreated z and in negle& and filence 
contemplated from far the growth of that exemplary. 
Prince, who promiſed to retrieve the fame of his an- 


ceſtors, and the glory of the kingdom he was born to 


reign over, A youth of eighteen capable of uniting 
the unblemiſhed virtues of that age, with the diſcern- _ 
ment of a maturer one, was a phznomenon, and of 


courſe either adored or detefted. —While the body of 


the kingdom regarded him only with the firſt ſenti- 


ment, the worthleſs favorites of his father were aQua- 


= 


To marry and eſcape the plans "of Rocheſter was 


the intereſt of Henry z and to marry without his father's | 
knowledge” his unwilling choice, Yet highly ſenſible. 


| of the ſlavery impoſed by his rank, he had refiſted . 

ob every temptation | | iſe 

but when apprized of my ſtory, he ſaw, or fancied 
he ſaw in my daughter, a wife allotted him by hea» 


rom beauties of an inferior one :— 


ven—one to whom no juſt obje&ion could pollibly | 
be made, one born to give. happineſs to his heart; 
and honour to his name. Nor could he doubt, ah | 
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:if his father ſhut his eyes againſt the truth, but that 

he ſhould be able to convince the people of my birth, 

when 'the publication of the marriage ſhould give my. 
ſtory the' whole weight of credence, 
Succeſs in his judgment depended ſolely on the. 
concealment of the purpoſed' union till it could 'be_ 
accompliſhed ;z for if the intention tranſpired ere the _ 
event, he': was fatished the moſt deſperate efforts 
would be made to wreſt us from him, Yet as at this 

very period a public treaty was negeciating | with . 

a 7th yok Prince, he could not form a tye of ſuch. 

importance without- giving his -father juſt cauſe of _ 

_ offence, the nation at large a contempt for his cha- - 
raQer, -and the diſtant Sovereign thus inſulted, mortal 

diſguft, We therefore agreed to wait till this Mi- 
niſterial projeQt like many others ſhould diſappoint 

Itſelf, and ſeize that moment to celebrate and publiſh | 

a marriage, which was to end all our feats, and com- 

_ plete all our hopes. BT alt 2] Zi 

During this interval I obſerved with pain that the 
' extreme timidity of my daughter's charaQer pre- 
vailed 'over the enthuſiaſm incident to her yearsg. 
and damped with vague apprehenfions thoſe moments 
love and hope might have made ſo happy. 1 ſaw” 
this little feminine weakneſs with extreme uneaſmeſs, 
The Prince of Wales was diſtingmihed by a manly 
firmneſs, which ever wiſely weighed the ap-_ 
 proaching trial, then calmly dared it, For a foul fo 
noble, 1] defired to find a faultleſs bridez and look- 

- Ing fearfully into the future, I ſometimes thought: my 
Mary*s timid heart would one day throb without cauſe 
againſt that of a ſovereign: oppreſſed with' innumer= . 

_ able cares, he perhaps-ſought ro loſe the remembrance + 
of, in her ſociety. Nevertheleſs I did not perceive 
my tender admonitions on this ſubje&, had any other 
.confequence than that of inducing my daughter 

.to bury in her boſom thoſe ſentiments and emo- 
tions,” I had ſo many years: delighted to partict- 
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. Tt was now autumn !—The time of ' the King's 
| periodical progreſſes—The Prince could not ayoid 


following his father, but he lingered in his duty; 
and having aid a day too long with us haſtened to. 


__ overtake the King, whom he was to feaſt at Wood= 
ſtock, He wrote to me from thence, complaining of 
fatigue and lafſitudez but with his wſual attention, 


informed me he was in treaty for Kenilworh Caſtle, 


| where he flattered himſelf ] ſhould again ſee golden 


days like thoſe I ſtill remembered with ſo much E 


7 pleaſure. 


Atas, thoſe he had irradiated, were quickly baſten- 


Ing toa period! At the firſt viſit he paid me on his 


return, my foul was ftruck with a very apparent al- 


| teration 1n his perſon 3 which was grown thin and 


wan beyond conception, conſidering the ſhortneſs of 


'the time, Not all the joy he exprefſed at our meet. 
Ing could fatisfy me, he was either well or happy, 


but obſerving he evaded my queſtion :_ and fearful of 


alarming him without reaſon, I ſtrove to ſuppreſs 


that maternal anxiety all his afſurances of his health 


| and chearfulneſs could not diſpel. I perceived my 


daughter was impreſſed with the ſame idea, for though 


. -Wben alone. 4h Ne | | 


[The evenings were now too ſhort and damp for 


| me to allow the evening viſits of the Prince; and I 


rather choſe to riſque every danger by receiving him 
openly, than ſubjet him to any by an ill-judged 
caution, -Alas, theſe cares were vain, — The ra- 


| pid decay of the royal Henry's health, became viſible 
| ___ even to indifferent ſpeQtators. An alfeQing languor 


was the only expreflion of thoſe fine eyes once fo 


_ Full of fire, and che youthful cheeks every following 
_ day ſhould have tinged with a deeper bloom, grew 
more and more wan and hollow — He could no 
| longer conceal his ilInefs, Alas ! it pierced me to the 


ſoul! I was miſerable at. remembering a charge . fo 
precious, as his welfare, ſhould be committed to fer= ' 


_  vants of wuatever denomination, — No mother — no 


_ filter. 
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 fiter——duties indiſpenſable in every other rank of 


1 % 


life, where it ſeems incompatible with royalty, Oh, 
Henry! dear amiable youth! even yet am I tempted 


to accuſe myſelf for not having better deſerved the _ 
tender appellation thy filial reverence ſo often be-_ 


ſtowed on me, by daring every thing for thy ſake! 
| Slaves to imperious cuſtom, our ations are too often 
regulated by that idle multitude, whoſe moſt iaviſh 
_ applauſes would but 11] conſole us for one fingle re- 
proach, from that unerring monitor, our own con=- 
ſcience, | ; : OO hg 
_ Either not convinced this ſecret malady was un- 
 dermining his conſtitution, or indifferent to the event, 


the Prince ſtill continued in the purſuit of his uſual 


_ athletic exerciſes and habits, till his ſtrength was 


: wholly unequal to them, I once more | perſuaded 


him to call in medical afliſtance, and he promiſed to 


attend to himſelf as ſoon as his fiſter and the eleQor_ 


ſhould depart, —Obliged to appear at the celebration - 


of their marriage in London, he came to pay us a 


parting viſit, Impreſſed, - perhaps, with the idea it | 


would be the laſt, he threw himſelf into my arms, 
and ſhed there the firſt tears ] had ever ſeen fall from. 
his eyes, —Mine readily overflowed—a grief too deep. 


_ for utterance preifed upon my foul, and Henry re- 
_ Covered ere 1 could, His heart miſſed my daughter, 


who was gone abroad, —He ſighed, ſunk into a little 
_revente, and breaking it, with a faint ſmile, ſaid, © he 


aizhe rather to congratulate himſelf on her abſence. 


Ne ſighed again, and afrer another pauſe, reſumed 


his ditcourſe in a low and broken voice, —** Mourn 


not thus, my mother (for 1 will ftill give you a title 


you may juſtly claim from her who bore me ſince 


Who ever loved me as you have done?) I have youth in - 
my favour, and this oppreilive malady may not be mor- + 
tal : for your ſake alone do I wiſh it to be otherwiſe, 
Already weary, diſguſted with this 
world, 1] could retreat irum it almoſt without a 
pang, did I not know my loſs would be to you an ir-. 


believe me. 


remediable calamity, Yet, who ſhalt judge of the 
Vor, II, H  diſpenſations 
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_ difpenſations of the Almighty ?—I might fulfil afl 
your wiſhes without ſeeing you happy—I might ob=- 
tain all my own without ceaſing -to be wretched. 
| Recall this often to your memory, whatever follows. 
our parting; and remember your name will be ever 
..on theſe lips while they have . power to utter a 
 found.—For the adored of my ſoul—but ſhe is 
- Furely become a part of :it; and rf not permitted to 


poſſeſs her in this world, I will expe& her in a bet- 


ter,” —Perceiving his dim eye was fixed on a picture 
of my daughter which hung at my boſom, IT pre- 
ſented it to him, —*© And do you too, beloved Hen- 


Ty, returned J, in a broken voice, remember the 


mother who gives you this, would have comprized in 
_ the original every grace, every virtue, to -be found 
through -human nature.z and having done ſo, would 


ſtill have thought her honoured in your choice, — 
Ah! royal youth! reſign not a heart fo noble to 


vapouriſh depreſſion !—Your life, your happineſs, 
are not your own merely-—a .nation 1s born to pray 
for the former, to crown you with the latter. —For 


myſelf — upon the ſweet hope of matching my 


- daughter with you, of ſharing the ſoft tranſports of 
mutual virtue and affeCtion, I have learnt to live, 


but ſurely I could never ſurvive its extintion,” —My. 
Full foul allowed not of another ſyllable. The 
Prince fixed his ſuffuſed eyes on mine, with a myſ- 


| terious melancholy, .almofſt amounting to deſpair 


and touching with his lips thoſe hands his trembling 
opes ftiH graſped, ruſhed precipitately into the 


court yard. The ſound of his voice drew me towards 
_ the window—the graceful youth made me a laft 


_ obeiſance, and galloped away z while my partial eye 


0; purſued him till beyond its reach, and even then my 


_ ear ſeemed to diſtinguiſh the feet of his horſe. 


_ With his uſual kind conſideration, Henry wrote | 
to me the next day, that he found himſelf better ; 


| and in the pleaſure of ſeeing bis ſiſter happy, felt re- 


Conciled to the impolitic match made for her. —He 


_ even alliſted at the various feſtivals with which the 


nuptials 


_ 
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| nuptials of the royal Flizabeth were honoured ; but 


| ſcarce were they over, when his health and ſpirits Ka 


failed at once, and the faculty were called in to his 


aid. A malady which had been ſo long engrafring 
_ itſelf on his conſtitution, left but little hope of his 


| life;—1 had ceaſed to entertain any: yet, far from 
| ſupporting the idea of lofing him with fortitude, my_ 
' foul mourned as if it had then firft known ſorrow... 
Not daring to give free vent to my apprehenfions in 
the preſence of my daugher, I ſtrove with cold and 
watery ſmiles to flatter thoſe hopes in her heart my 
own had Jong reje&ed, and faw with vain regret, the 
_ deep exceſſes of a ſenſibility 1 had laboured to excite 
- and firengihen. == 5795 == £ PTE 

What days, what nights of ſadneſs and ſuſpenſe. 
were ours, while the unfortunate Henry was-. lan- 
guiſhing away every vital power ere yet they had 
reached maturity !—PFrequently delirious, our names 
eſcaped unconſciouſly from thoſe lips, which at his 
Tucid intervals, uttered only ſighs and groans. Mur-_ 
11y, his beloved attendant, gave us conſtant informa- 
tior of the progreſs of his teverz nor did the amiable _ 
Henry fail at interva's to charge him with tender re-_ 
 membrances, Sir David at length acquainted” me 
that the impaſſionate delirium of the Prince, pointing 
_ ever towards us, the King had been apprized of itz 
 —that he had minutely queſtioned his ſon's moſt fa-. 
vored- attendants, and among them himſelf, on the 
origin, progreſs, and ftrength, of an attachment thus 
 fuddenly and ſtrongly brought to light, deeply ru- 
minating on al} he heard. ** 1 could not feel acquit- 
'ted to myſelf, madam, concluded the faithful Murray, 
were |] tv conceal this, nor dare I add a {urmile on to 
delicate an occaſion,” | DR ine EINER 
Ah, of what importance to us are all the late en- 
quirtes, the vague conjeQtures of James! cried I, 
tolding my daughter to my boſom, 1f heaven deprives 
us of his ineftimable ſon, neither his love or his ha- 
tred can preatly affet us.—Beloved Mary—dear in- 
heritor of misfortune ! widowed ere yet thou art a 
= _ . EE 5 
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the whole night, but 
has waved his feeble hand, ſighed out no—no—- 
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 . wife, a long obſcurity, a ſolitary youth is all thy por= | 


tion—a ſorrow which can never end thy Mother's, — 


But why ſhould I hefitate to avow mylelf ?—Where- 
fore ſhould I not publiſh claims which even tyranny 


cannot cancel; but perhaps he will not diſpute ? The 


_ tiinid, abje&t ſpirit of James knows not how to con- 


tend with one firm in virtue—immutable in truth. 


 —Ah, had I done 1o long fince, I might at this mo- 
ment, dear Henry, have hovered near thy couch, and 


ſoftened the anguiſh no mortal can prevent !—Perhaps 


_ the King already ſurmiſes the fat—let him demand 


Sir David Murray's next letter breathed the very 
ſpirit of deſpair,——* Prepare yourſelf, madam, 
faid he, for the workſt ; perhaps, ere -this reaches you, 


_ England will have loſt its deareft hope, the royal 
Henry's friends their only one, 'I'he moſt deſperate 


efforts of art have failed, and exhauſted reaſon often 
now reviſits with a languid ray the noble heart ſhe 
is ſoon to quit for ever, The Prince has juſt ordered 
me to commit to the flames every letter and paper in_ 


which your name is mentioned ;—a ſure proof that 
_ he has given himſelf up.—Alas, he knows not how 
often names ſo dear have eſcaped him z he has called 


for you, madam, and Ju angelic daughter, almoſt 
cequently recolleQing himſelf, 


Three hours after, another expreſs arrived — 


<6 Pardon, madam, the haſte and incoherency of 


 Acrawls penned at ſo trying a moment,—Alas, the 
moſt ſanguine of us has now ceaſed to hupe, —Qur 
royal maſter's ſpeech entirely fails him—his laſt 


effort was haſtily and repeatedly to call me—l flew 


\ to his bedſide, bur though my every ſenſe ſeemed to 
reſolve into ear, ] found it impoſſible to underſtand 


him—either I widely erred or he named France ; per- 
haps I commit a ſecond error in ſuppoſing he refer- 
red to you, madam, but I voluntarily riſque every 
thing to fulfil the parting wiſh of a maſter N adored. 


TB © 


. them all in my daughter, 


AT... K-& CES 3.80: 43 
The King, the phyſicians, all have taken a long leave 
of the almoſt heatified Prince; and there 1s nothing 
left for thoſe who love him beſt to wiſh, but that his - 
pure ſpirit may paſs away in peace,” _ : * 
The agony and ſtupor this affecting billet occaſion-. 
ed, were hardly abated when another arrived — 
 #© Tt is all over, madam, concluded the worthy 
Murray, raiſe your ſtreaming eyes to heaven; it is 
there alone you can now look for the incomparable 
Prince of Wales, —Fatigue and anguith diſable me from. 
faying more.” _ Es : 
It was not till the awful moment which reſtored 
the unſullied ſoul of Henry to its omniſcient Creator, 
that I had dared to breathe a wiſh of which he was 
not the objeQ, or allowed my thoughts to paſs be- 
_ yond himſelf, —That exquiſite ſenſibility which Ives 
through all dear to us, had made me fevercly fuſter 


with him, and conſequentiy pray for that releaſe 


which alone ſeemed likely to give him eaſe, nor did I 
_recolleR till he was gone for ever, the void his lofs 
would [cave in my hopes, —The tr. mendous calm by 
which death js ever followed, now took its turn,— 

| Bereft of a ſupport on which I had long unconſciouſly 

Teſted I funk into a deſolation which made me-almoſt 
wiſh to follow the lamented Prince,—It is at theſe 
Intervals, madam, we become moſt truly ſenſible of 


all the imperfeQtions of our nature, —How often had 


I flattered my own erring heart with the vain belicf 
it had acquired ſirength, purity, and virtue, from its 
various trials! alas, what but pride, vanity, and am- 
bitton, ſtill throbbed unalterably there! time had 
only altered the objeQ, not the paſſion, and centred _ 

We ſhut ourſelves entirely up, and deeply joined 
in the general mourning. The ſad pleaſure of know= _ 
ing him we bewailed, univerſally lamented, was yet 


ours, I peruſed, I appropriated, with a mother's 


fondneſs, the laviſh eulogies, all ſes, all parties, all / 
poets, graced the memory of the Prince with ;—it 

was the only mitigation my grief could know,—A 
FR v2. Ha conſiderable 
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conſiderable time had elapſed without our hearing 
any thing from Murray, in confirmation of his con- 


JeQture concerning. Henry's laſt wiſh, and the imper- 


fe accents which lingered on his dying lips. —But 
caough I could not refolve to become a guiltleſs fu- 


| gitive even in compliance with Prince Henry's will, 


1 had no other motive for remaining in England than 


fo thew IT was not driven out of it. I now deter-_ 


mined to quit a country which had been the grave 


_ of a hope fo dear, and found my daughter entirely 
_ of my mind, 'In gratitude for the unwearied attenti= | 


on of Sir David Murray, I informed him © of my in- 


_ tention to retire into Flanders, not doubting but that 
the Holtanders would afford an honourable aſylum 
_ to the widow and orphan of Lord Leiceſter, —I be-_ 
| ſought him to accept a ring of conſiderable value in 
token of my deep ſenſe of the generous attachment 
he had ſhewn alike to myſelf, and: that incomparable 
| Prince whole loſs was ever preſent to my mind; and 
_ requeſted as a laſt proof of his regard, the reſtoration. 


of that pifture of my daughter I had given the royal 


Henry at our memorable parting. 


The anſwer of Murray firangely ſtartled and 
alarmed me.——* Your intention of quitting Eng- 


land, madam, faid he, relieves my mind from extreme 


anxiety z—time and circumſtances have united to 


_ convince me I did not miſunderſtand the laſt imper- 
fe& accents of my much-loved maſter. —Loſe not a_ 
moment in haſtening to the aſylum you have fixed 


on.,—The piQure, madam, is, I fear, irretrievably 
gone—l cannot by either bribes or intreaties procute 
any tidings of it—power, alas, I now have not !—If 
ever it comes to my hands, rely on its being reltored 


by him who will ever devoutly pray for your hap- 


pineſs,” 


+ 'This inexplicable letter rouſed every dormant fa | 


culty.—Wherefore ſhould my retiring abroad relieve 
che mind of a perſon unconnected with me from ex- 
treme anxiety —Why ſhould he urge thus my de- 
parture ? As it was rather pride chan prudence which 
Es SE il Rs induced 
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| induced me to ſeek a country. where IT might fearleſs- 
ly affert my every right, that projet was mow re- | 
jeted from the very motive which" at firf diftated 
 1t.—A myſtery my nature ever diſdained, [Reſolved 


to comprehend: all the - motives on whicl Murray 


wiſhed me to aQ; I ordered every thing to be replaced, 
and fat down once more quietly at home | reſolved 
to brave the ſtorm, if indeed there was any gathering, 
_ rather thaw-aſcertzin my ſafety by a diſgraceul flight, 


| 1] once more” wrote to Sir David, acquaijting him 


with my preſent. conduR, and its reaſons inſiſting _ 


on being fully informed of thoſe which aQtuated _ 


him to! offer me advice ſo ſingular ans myſteri- 
ous, —How infinitely was my impatience, curioſity, 
and diſdain,. heightened by his anſwer !——* I hear 
with admiration, madam, a determinaton which 


from a perfe&t knowledge of your charaQtr, I-ought, . 


perhaps, to haye - foreſeen z nevertheleſs, my fſen-_ 
 timents' are not altered, nor leſs urgtd<.durſt I 

_ divulge the reaſons on which they aje ground» 
ed'; but decorum and delicacy give way to-your 


_ commands, and the occaſion, Neverthelds, I' find it FE 


| Impoſſible to commit them to paper, —-Dae.you give 
_ me admiſſion at midnight ?—1 ſhall be near your 


gate upon the chance, but be wary. in the choice of 


my condudtor, as perhaps my life, nay even your 
own, depends upon its being ſuppoſed -you never had 
_ any private correſpondence- or communication with 
| me,” "es 7 | : f Kenny "ht | | 
How did my nature take fire at this incomprehen= 

| fible letter !—Me to ſtoop to ſecreſy!—to be. ex- 


poſed to: ſhame !—The unknown danger with which 


he repreſented me to be environed, appeared wholly 
indifferent z ſo exquiſitely ſenſible was my ſoul of 


| the 1tmputation of diſhonour,—At times I reſolved to 


ſhut out Murray, and leave the brooding miſchief to 
diſcloſe itſelf by its effefts : but love for my daugh- 
ter controuling the ſtrong ſpirit of indignation inle- | 
parable from innocence, I yielded to the ſuggeſtions 
of prudence, and prepared to admit him,—Inured to 

_H4 YE every ' 
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_ every otzer ſpecies of ſuffering, I knew not how to bluſh 
- before ny human being,  _ B 


_ My perplexed and agitated mind paſſed through 


_ the 1nfuitude of poſſibilities without fixing upon 
one, —At times, I imagined all the caution of the roy-_ 


al Henry had been inſufficient, and that the King, 


by mears of ſome loſt or ſecreted letter, had been 


fully apprized of his ſon's attachment to us, and the 


| hopes that were grounded upen itz though even 


then, I knew not why my life ſhould be in the queſ- 
tion : fill, leſs could I imagine it endangered, had 


| his diſcoveries reached farther, and traced out the long 


buried ſecret of my birth, Involved in buſy, vague, 


and alarming conjectures, I hardly knew how to 


walt with any patience for the fingular hour appointed 
to aſcertain them, _ PEE 209 Ones Nr ne ON 
_ venfible, by the deep effe@ this took upon my own 
mind, that it muſt dreadfully ſhock my daughter's, 


_ and ſtill flattering myſelf that this indiftint danger. 
might be the creation of a deſponding temper in_ 
Henry's favourite, I reſolved to wait the event of my 
midnight interview*with him, ere I confided more to. 
my Mary than ſhe muſt already have learnt from 
the change' in my reſolution reſpeQing England !— 
But as to fee her was to explain all, (for how could. 

| T hope to veil emotions which burnt indignantly on 


my cheek?)— I ſent her word I was ſeiſed with a 
violent headach, which I would endeavour to reme- - 


dy by fleep; and accompanied this meſſage with a 
_ new book ſhe had an eager deſire to ſee, and which I. 
| fincerely prayed might wholly occupy her attention at 


this intereſting criſis, ©. = ns. 
Oh, world! how falſe, how erroneous are the feel- 


ings we imbibe from thee !/—Nature ordained ſhame 
the companion of guilt, but overbearing cuſtom has 


broke that- tye, and oftener bids her follow virtue. 
Scarce could I reſolve to know my imputed crime, 

or look with complacency on the amiable man + 
who had ventured to ſuggeſt the unforeſeen dan- 


jb ger. 


| ger, It was the utmoſt effort of my reaſon to govern 
this unworthy 1mpulſe, LE 


: l 


The eſtimable Murray was ſenſible of an equal 
conſtraint, and by the generous confuſion with which 
he appeared before me, reſtored my mind to its dig-_ 
nity and compoſure, His mourning, and the tears 


which followed the name of his loft royal maſter, 


drew forth mine, and at once blended our feelings. 


Sir David, with infinite delicacy and addreſs, entered 


into the Prince of Wales's ſingular illneſs, as well as _ 
the various opinions his death had given riſe toz— 


but how did my foul freeze with horror to learn 


there were many (and among them ſome of his Phy-. 
 ficians) who believed him poiſoned! 'The killing _ 
_ grief inch a ſuſpicion muſt at a more tranquil mo- 
ment have cauſed, vanithed, however, at once be» _ 
| fore the confuſed and rapid fenſations his following. 
_ diſcourſe occaſioned, ——Oh, let me pauſe here a _ 
moment to” adore the indulgence of the Almighty, 


which alone ' could have enabled my intelle&s to 
ſupport ſo terrible a ſhock as the report that it. was 


from my hands he received the deadly preſent !—L 
looked at Murray a while 1n ſpeechleſs aſtoniſhment !l—_ 


_ Grief, anger, ſhame, and horror, divided and tore 


me in pieces,—lI ſcarce heard his prayers and adjura- 
_ tions, but puſhing him from my feet, ſhut up every in- 
dignant ſenſe in my ſwelling heart, ard only hoped it 


might burſt with the deep convulſion,. 


.* 


A conſiderable time elapſed ere I was enough re- 


covered to enquire into the origin of ſo black and 


malicious a calumny. I then conjured him to inform _ 


me who was ſuppoſed to be its diabolical author,” 


To this he anſwered, that when the equivocal dect- 


ſion of the faculty reſpe&ting the cauſe of the 


Prince's death firit reached the Queen, the vehemence 
| of her grief, as well as that of her temper, made her 
inſtantly join with thoſe who pronuunced him poiſon=- 


ed.—The doubt was no ſooner publiſhed than it be- 
came general; every domeſtic of the Prince's houſe 
_ hold had been by turns the objeQt of tuſpicion to his 


tellows, 


—  — — 


is THE RECESS, &c. 

fellows, and ſome of them had been weak enough to 
aſcertain their ſafety by quitting the kingdom. The 
rumour was by this means corroborated and ftrength-_ 


ened ; but as nothing tranſpired that could authorize 


a Judicial enquiry, the King became ſatisfied the me-_ 
lancholy cataſtrophe of his youthful. heir had been in 
_ the common courſe of nature z when all at once, by 
ſome incomprehenſible means, the vague ſuſpicions | 
of the multitude, which were far from extinguiſhed, 
though wholly unfixed, revived with added force, 
and centred in me. "That it was now generally be- 
 heved, the Prince of Wales, in the laſt viſit he paid 
me, had taſted ſome dry preſerves (a little refreſh- 
ment of which he was extremely fond, though fortu- 

| nately the diſtraction of my mind at that period had 
_ prevented me from offering him any) which moſt 
likely were poiſoned, as his laſt illneſs rapidly in- 
. creaſed immediately after, —It was ſoon. publiſhed 
| that I had been the conſtant obje& of his delirious 


reveries; and every vague or myſterious expreſſion 


which had eſcaped him at thoſe intervals, had been 
_ remembered, traced, and applied, with diabolical in- _ 
| genuity, The ſingular precaution of his ſeeing his 


_ own papers burnt, ſerved only to perſuade the preju= 


_ diced multitude that the unfortunate Prince was un- 


willing to ſtigmatize her who deſlroyed him. By -_ 


_ ſuch plauſible and baſe ſuggeſtions the eyes of an en- 
flamed and affeted nation had: been led towards the 
| ſolitary dwelling, where, unconſcious of danger, I re-_ 


” mained buried in a grief the moſt charitable imputed 
only to remorſe, There wanted but little to incite 


the people to anticipate the ſtroke of juſtice, by tear- 
Ing me to pieces, when the King confirmed the gene= 
ral ſuſpicion by a renewed and more minute enquiry 
Into the nature of his ſon's viſits to me, their cunti= 
nuance, and . deſignz and no perſon being able to 
ſatisfy his curioſity, he dropt harſh and ambiguous 
expreſſions; that ſeveral of his favourites had ſince 
urged the propriety of bringing me to a public tri- 
al: a meaſure which had the whole weight of the 
| A TS hs Queen's 
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Queen's intereſt, Alarmed and uncertain how to 
| proceed, Sir David had learned at this very junQure 
my intention of retiring into Holland z and by 
ſuppoſing me pre-acquainted with the flanders of the 
oY | eat unwarily reduced himſelf to the pain- 
ful neceflity of repeating them, —He concluded with 
hinting the prudence of abiding by my former de- ' 
 fign of immediately quitting England, as in inſtances 
where the prejudices of a nation infeed even thoſe 
Individuals entruſted with the .execution of its laws, 
Innocence itſelf was ſcarce a proteRtion: biafſed Judges 
might eaſily miſtake preſumptions for proofs, nor have 
- candour enough to vindicate the honor which had thus 
been-queſttioned. oe EDEN. 
 - While Sir David yet ſpoke, a new world diſplay- 
ed itſelf before me.—Ah ! how unlike the paradiſe 
_ piftured by my guiltleſs mind! — Thoſe counte- 
 nances in which 1] yeſterday ſaw only the rake... 
Image of their Creator, now glared upon me like ſo 
many fiends,—A horrible gulph ſeemed to open be- 
 neath my feet, into which a thouſand hands ſought 
| at once to precipitate me, and my timid foul retreat- 
_ edin vain from the danger, —To live undiſtinguiſhed 
_—to die unknown, were mortifications ſufficiently 
grievous, — But the bare idea of being arraigned — _ 
dragged as a pre-judged criminal before a partial 
Judge, had ſomething in it ſo: tremendous, as made + 
every other evil appear eaſe. My blood flowed im- 
 petuouſly through my frame, and my bewildered 
judgment wanted ſtrength to govern the torrent,— 
A malice ſo bold, profound, and diabolical, couid 
have only one author, but where to look for that one 
1 knew not ;z nor could I recollet a human being I 
| had 1njured, or villain 1 had provoked, —Like a 
_ wretch awakened by affaſlins in the darkneſs of mid- 
night, I knew not but the hand raiſed to ward the 
blow, might bleed on the preſented dagger, In this 
teritble conjunQture I had only virtue to befriend 
mez though, alas, virtue herſe!f half-withers before 
the blighting breath of calumny ! -While Sir David 
2 AN | fe TO TR enforced 
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enforced the arguments he had already. urged to BY 
_ duce me to quit the kingdom, my ſoul, by one of 
- thoſe violent exertions great occaſions will ſome- 


times produce, recovered all her powers, —Indignati- 


on ſubſided at once into fortitude, and anger in- 
to heroiſm,— You have hitherto only ſeen me, Sir 


David, faid 1,—it is now alone you can know me z— 
ſhuddering with horror at the- imputations you have 
explained, ] yet dare not retreat unleſs I can confute 
them—no, not even condemnation could induce - me 
to fly, and leave my honour behind me, —What!_ 
ſhall I blight the opening virtues of my child by 
expoſing her with myſelf to unmerited cenſure !_ 
The pride, the pleaſure, of unſullied viitue, was all 


_ fortune permitted me to retain of the wealth and ho-_ 
nours which once glittered before my youthful eyes 
 —nor did I undervalue the moft dear and ſacred of 
all poſſeſhons—alas, even that is now raviſhed from 


me, and one way alone can it be retrieved, —Deſpe- _ 
rate as the effort ſeems, it muſt be ventured—yes—Ll 


will ſee the King whatever it coſts me: ſurely the 
_ fainted ſpirit of the Royal Henry would appear to 


vindicate my innocence (heavens ! that I ſhould live 
to know it queſtioned !) were every other means to_ 
prove inſufficient —T will trouble you no farther, 
reſpeQted Murray, unleſs you will deign to convey 


_ a letter to Lord Rocheſter, requeſting a private audi-_ 
_ ence of the King,” es 


An idea ſo ſingular had transferred the aſtoniſhment 
Murray had at firſt excited in me to his own mind 
that my intelle&ts were touched then ſeemed to him _ 
very probable, but perceiving that I was miſtreſs 


_ both of my ſenſes and temper, he preſumed not to 
contend with a ſpirit injury had nerved; and ftruck 
with the filent dignity 1 aſſumed, began to believe I 

had indeed ſomething important to diſcloſe, though 


quite at a loſs reſpeCting its nature. -I wrote to Lord 


| Rocheſter, (now newly created Earl of Somerſet) ac-_ 


cording to the idea I had formed; and Murray having 


_ engaged that the letter ſhould be delivered early in 


the 
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the morning, departed with the fame caution with 
which he had entered, leaving me alone, —Alone did I 
fay ?—Ah, gracious heaven, never was I leſs ſol— 
The ſhades of all I had ever loved ſeemed to gather 
\ round me on this intereſting occaſion, and volumes of 
obſcure ideas ruſhed impetuouſly through my brain, 
—] had unexpeRedly reached the very point of my _ 
fate —That important moment ſo often delayed, ſo 
eternally dreaded, was at length arrived, and the long 
| treaſured ſecret on the verge of being publiſhed, — 

_ -For myſelf 1 had long ceaſed to fear, —The fraternal _ 
 acknowledgments of the King could now add nothing 

to my happineſs; ſince, alas, that incomparable 
 Fouth was gone for whoſe ſake alone I] defired it: 
- Nor could his reje&Qion greatly embitter a fate which 
| had left me fo little to hope, —But ob, when I re- 
membered his fingle breath might blight the tender 
| bloſſom I had exhauſted my very being to rear— 


IE precipitate my youthful Mary, ere yet her virtues 


were known, into an obſcure and diſhonorable grave, 
where, where, could I gather ftirength to cope with 
uM 7 OD OB Tre RAR | 
_ I employed the remainder of the night in. colleQing +. 
and arranging ſuch plauſible reaſons as ſhould amule 
my daughter's mind till the event was known; thus 
ſparing her all the pangs of ſuſpenſe.—I gathered 
_ together likewiſe every paper, and proof, which could 
authenticate the rights I was compelled to avow, and 
in peruſing them once more, found ſuch reaſon to be 
aſſured, not only of ſafety, but diſtinQtion, that a ſacred 
calm ſucceeded to all the tranſports of grief and in- 
dignation with which I had of late been agitated, 
By -a feigned invitation from a neighbouring lady 
who permitted me to render her houſe my convent- 
ence, I ſent my daughter abroad for the day; and 
ſcarce had done ſo ere an expreſs arrived, to acquaint 
me the Earl of Somerſet would wait on me in the 
afternoon, ro Cn a og > Pe 4 ae Oo 
What were my proud emotions when the upſtart 
Somerſet littered my court with a princely retinue !—_ 


morning for preſenting me to the King. 


. delof my mother's dreſs ; which ever rendered 


if THE RECESS, Ac, 
Alas, the only Prince who had ever entered'it, with 
a noble conſciouſneſs, deſpiſed ſuch idle parade. By 
oppreſſive offers of ſervice, the Earl made me ſenſible 


of his importance, and ſought by unbounded adula- 
tion to gain upon my heart, and dive into its inten- 


tions: but it was not by ſuch a medium 1 ſought 


diſtinQtion, I politely avoided referring either to 


_ the ſlander, or the purport of the requeſted audience, 
| and' only thanked him for having procured me the | 
_ ear of the King ; half bluſhing to have gained it by 


fo contemptible an interceſſor, I perceived chagrin, | 
curioſity, and diſappointment, ſtrongly expreſſed ia 
his really fine features, but I could not prevail on. 
myſelf to confide aught to the man Prince Henry 


| had deſpiſed, The Earl took his leave with the 
tame profound deference, and affurances of ſervice 


with which he entered : having appointed the next 


As the privacy of the promiſed audience enabled 


| meto diſpenſe with form, ] made no addition to = 


ſervants, nor any other alteration in the weeds I 
uſually wore, than that of forming them to the mo- | 


the likeneſs I bore her from my very birth -obvious. 


A thouſand hatf-forgotten occurrences paſſed upon - 


my agitated foul as I paſt through each well-known 
apartment, till all were loſt in the preſent, by my _ 
reaching the cloſer of the King, The afſiduous So- 


merſet, drett as elegantly as though he had meant to 


charm me, advanced on my being announced, and 


Politely offered me his hand—a ſudden chill came 
_ over me;z—I trembled,—lingered—drooped,—but 
reſolved to conquer myſelf or periſh, I ſhook off the 


fealding tear which hung upon my cheek, and ac- 
cepted the facorite*s introduction, —The ſuperior air 


with which I affefted to enter was not neceflary to- | 
wards confuſing the King, who always awkward and 


perplexed, ſeemed more than uſually fo z and doubt- 
ful, whether he ſhould not fly the moment he ſaw 


' mey-0r at lealt call back Somerſet who had inſtantly 


retired— 


ODER SRD CTHES SS, &e, 134: 
retired, —Bending my knee in compliance with cuſ- 
\ tom, I inſtantly roſe, and Ty the hand he had 

preſented to me, fixed my eyes, ſtrongly animated by 
the occafion, on his ever varying countenance, 
* Your Majeſty, ſaid I, doubtleſs, expets to find | 
in me a weak fſupplicant, ſoliciting proteQion, or 


| ſuing for your pity z but on terms like theſe I had 


_ never bent before you—l come to claim a dear and 
 facred title hitherto unknown, but never annihilated, 
| Does your heart, oh, Royal James! added 1], melting 
_ Into tears, recognize nothing congenial to it in theſe 
features ? this voice? the timorous hand which graſps 
yours for the firſt time, in fraternal alliance ?—Oh, 
fainted Mary! dear author of my being, look down 
from heaven and touch the heart of your fon, in 
favour of the deſolate fiſter who now ſtands before 
him,” The King ſtarted, receded, gave manifeſt to- 


|  kens of doubt and diſpleaſure, and ſought to draw 


away the -hand I obſtinately retained. —I kiffed, I 
| bathed it with impaſſioned tears. © Shake me not 
off, reje&t me not unknown, reſumed I in the deep 
tone of ſtifled anguiſh, —It 1s neither pride, vanity, + 
or ambition, which induces me 'to publiſh a ſe- 


_ _cret to long buried in my boſom, By the aſhes of 


. our anointed mother, I conjure you to hear—nay 
even to believe me.—Born in obſcurity — reared in__ 
ſolitude, the early yictim of misfortune, long ſuffer- 


ing had reconciled my weary ſoul to every evil but 


diſgrace : againſt that ſhe till proudly revolts.—The 
ſame blood which flows through your veins, burns in 
_ tumults along mine, at the very thought of aught un- 
worthy—it urges me to aſſert my innocence by indu- 
| bitable proofs—it will be acquitted, before men as well 
as angels ;z—nor does the claim thus avowed refit on my | 
_ declaration alone, your Majeſty will ſee in theſe pa=- 
pers the ſolemn atteftations, the unqueſtioned hand- 
writing of your royal mother ;z in zheſe you will find 
the corroborating teitimonies of many noble and un=_ 
 blemiſhed perſons, —Perule them cautiouſly, and oh, 
beware how you pre-judge me!” Unable to utter | 
Fw | - another 


139” 


134 THE RECESS, &. 


another word, I almoſt ſunk at the feet of James, 


and gave way to the oppreſſive, the agonizing ſenſa- 
_ tions ſuch an era in my life could not fail to awaken. 

The King ſtill regarded me with an irreſolute unea- 
_ ſy air, coldly adviſing me to. compoſe myſelf by re- 
- tiring into the anti-chamber, while he peruſed the pa- 
_ Pers on which he had hitherto only glanced his eyez 
_ though even that curſory view had deeply tinged his 
_ Cheek with filent conviction, I was met there by the 


Earl of Somerſet, who perceiving me near fainting, 


ordered water, and ſuch effences as are cuſtomary, 


remaining himſelf by my fide, as if oftentatiouſly to 


_ convince me he did not influence in the leaſt the de- 
termination of his royal maſter, —The bitterneſs of 
the conflit was, however, over the moment the ſe- 


cret was ayowed, and my ſpirits ſoon began to reco- 
ver their wonted equanimity.” CORD ns 
The obliging efforts of Somerſet to revive me did_ 


not paſs unnoticed, though my watchful ear follow= 
_ ed the footſteps of the King, who ſtill continued to 


walk about with an unequal pace, ſtopping at inter- 
vals. He opened the cloſet door at length, and So- 


merſet retiring out of his ſight, made ſighs to me to 


re-enter it, — The King came forward to meet me with 
affability, and ſeizing my hand lightly faluted my_ 

cheek, —** Take courage, madam, ſaid he, for how- 
ever you may have ſurpriſed us with this ſudden de- 


claration, and wonderful diſcovery, reverence for 
_ our deceaſed mother's rights, and juſtice to thoſe you 
_ derive from her, oblige us to acknowledge you as her 


R722: T5; | RE. 
And now I was indeed .near fainting, I might ra-_ 


_ ther ſay dying.—To be at once acknowledged as his 


fiſter, as the daughter of Mary ! Scarce in my hap- 
Pieſt hours had 1 dared to flatter myſelf with the 
romiſe. of what was now ſo incredibly realized. _ 
My ſuſceptible foul indulged the exquiſite tranſport, 
and one ſhort moment compenſated for ages of an» 
guiſh,—A thouland impaſſioned, incoherent excla-. 


- mations, burſt from my lipsz and giving way to the 


genuine 


a 
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genuine impulſe of gratitude and affeRion, I threw 
myſelf for the firſt time into the arms of a brother, 


- nor remembered they were thoſe of a King. Ne- 


ver did the moſt conſummate hypocrite counterfeit a 
joy ſo pure, ſo perfe&: and though I could have 
brought no other proof of my birth, the ſacred throbs 
_ of nature might well have aſcertained it. 

 'The King fat down by me, and turning over the 


' Papers he ſtill held, queſtioned me at intervals re= 


| ſpeRting thoſe that appeared myſterious or deficient. 
] entreated his patience while I briefly ran through 
the wonderful events of my life, and thus very na- 
turally led his intention toward the ſole obje& of my 
cares, my hoped, my exiſtence.——< I have already 
heard much of your daughter, ſaid James; they tell 
me ſhe is beauty itſelf—why have you thus firangely 
concealed her?” As I could not declare my real 
Teaſon, which was ſimply want of eſteem for his cha- 
raCter, I pleaded various trifling ones, that indeed had 
never influenced me. ** Say no more, ſaid the King, 
 Interrupting me, I eaſily perceive, madam, you was 
not ſo. reſerved to every one—]T plainly diſcern who 
was your confidant; had I earlier . been entruſted 
with . your ſecret, it would have been happier for all, 
and I ſhould then have ' been able to account for,”— 
He pauſed ere he came to the dear name of his ſon, 
and fighing dropped the unfiniſhed ſentence, As to. 
me, entranced alike with his unexpeQed candor, 
_ graciouſneſs, and generoſity, I. ſeverely cenſured my= 
ſelf for relying on report, and not proving the cha- 
_ TaCter I ventured to decide upon. I had a long con=- 
 verſation with the King afterwards, every word of 
which heightened my confidence, eſteem and affeQi- 
on, I gathered from many expreſſions, that he fear- 


_ ed oppoſition on the part of the Queen, and his fa- p 


vourite ; and was fearful this late declaration of his 
mother's marriage with the Duke of Norfolk would 
not fully ſatisfy the minds of the people, or eſtabliſh 
my rank ſufficiently, He pauſed upon the whole, 
with the air of one who is a party in what he medi= 

MPT Ws  tates1 
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_ wanted confidence in his Lonor, 
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tates;z and I thought the leaſt I could do, was to 


 Teave the regulation of the important 'acknowledg- 


ment 1n his chotce, 'l'o be vindicated in his opint- 


on, I truly afſured him, was the firſt objet of my _ 
life, and I ſubmitted my gentral' vindication in the 
Public acknowledgment of my birth, entirely to his_ 


better Judgment, "That I had been ſo many years a 


folitary being in the midſt of ſociety as not to have 


one friend to whoſe inclination I need yield my own. 
In fine, that time had gradually robbed' me of all 


| Intereſt in the important ſecret I had juſt confided | 
to him, which now reſted ſolely with him, my daugh-- 


ter, and myſelf, He replied that, ** this inſtance of 
my prudence as well as regard, infinitely heightened 
the partiality he had already conceived for me; nor 
need 1 fear his delaying the acknowledgment longer 


than was abſolutely neceſſary, ſince he cou!d not but. 
Took on ſuch relations as ineſtimable acquiſitions : 


nevertheleſs as he had many points to conſider, and 
many perſons to reconcile, he recommended to me to 


_ continue the fame circumſpeQion. Þ had hitherto- 
| hewn ; but that he could not reftrain his impatience 


to behold. the fair maid of whom he had heard ſo. 
much, and would come to-morrow evening to a ſeat 
of my Lord Somerſet's, whither he would ſend for 


_ myſelf and my daughter, and hoped. by that time -he 


ſhould be able to aſcertain the day for publiſhing my - 
birth, with a due regard for his mother's honor : 
after which he could gratify himſelf by eſtabliſhing 
me in a ſituation that ſhould make ne Twem all my 


misfortunes.” — Thoſe misfortunes were already for-. 
Sotten in the unhoped-for tranſition in my fate. I. 


took my leave with the profoundeſt gratitude, burn- | 
ing with impatience to impart. this bleſſed news to 


my Mary ; and as the King did not offer to return 


the papers, I thought it better to leave. them in his 


bands, than confirm the doubt my long ſilence 


could not but give riſe to in his mind, viz. that I. 


I haſtened 
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| I haftened to Richmond, and communicated this 
furprifing, this happy event, to my darling girl — 
A thouſand times I enfolded her to my delighted 
| heart, and found every tranſport doubled 1n her par- 
ticipation, She tenderly entered into all my feelings, 
and ſweetly ſmiled at the eagerneſs with which I 
fought to adorn her for the next day's introduQion. 
Yet conſidering the King as the flave of exterior, it 
was a material point to heighten her beauty by eve- 


ry adventitious .adyantage, To preſent her in abſo- 
lute black, was to recall the moſt melancholy im- 


prefſions to the mind of James; I therefore reſolved 
. to lighten her mourning with a fanciful elegance, TI. 

dreft her in a veſt of black velvet thrown back at the. 
boſom in the French faſhion, with. a ſemicircle - of 


' Tich lace points, which ſhewed at once her graceful 


waiſt and cheſt to the greateſt advantage, Her pet- 
ticoat was of white fattin, wrought in deep points 
_ round the bottom with black velvet, and richly fring- 
_ ed with filver, A fuller coat and train of ſilver muſ- 
lin wrought with black fell over the fattin one, and 
was looped up to the waiſt at regular diſtances by. 
firings of pearl, and dragged toward the bottom into 
_ points by the weight of rich black bugle taſſels and. 
roſes of diamonds. Full fleeves of the ſame filver 
muſlin were braced round her arms to the elbow by 
_ firings of jet and roſes of diamonds; and from thence 
_ they were bare, except. for ſimilar bracelets circling, 
- each wriſt, The rich profuſion of her auburn hair, 

which fell in natural curls below her waiſt, required 
no ornament, but to avoid the affeQtation of ſhewing. 
It, ſhe wore a hat of white ſattin with a narrow - 
fringe of black bugles, and a waving plume of fea- 
thers. This ſplendid dreſs, on which the legacies of 
| both her father and Anana were diſplayed, by ſome 
peculiar happineſs either in its make or mixture, be- 
came my Mary beyond any I had ever ſeen her wear, 


The fond mother's heart anticipated the impreflion _ 


| ſhe would infallibly make on her uncle, and drew from 
her heightened beauty the happieſt preſages, a 
| EIS, s 
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: 12 Abs who could have conjeQured that this brilli- 


ance and parade were only deſtined to forerun cne of | 


_ the moſt diſmal moments of my life !—That an inhu- 
+ man tyrant had delighted to employ the trembling 
hand of misfortune in decking a gaudy pageant, for 
herſelf eternally to mourn over! | 


' At the appointed hour a cloſe carriage came for 


_ us with due attendants, and as the King had defired 
Me not to bring any of my own, I rigidly obeyed, 
_ nor even hinted whither I was going, They drove 


us a long way, while engroſſed by meditations on the | 


approaching interview, as well as concerning the dear 


creature by me, I hardly knew how the time paſſed,- 


. My daughter at length obſerved it was farther than 


ſhe expetted. -] looked out, but it was too dark. 


for me to diſtinguiſh any obje&, and all I could dif-_ 


cern was an increaſe of. attendants, I called out 


aloud, and one drew near, who to my enquiries re- 


ſpeQfully replied, that the King had been detained in 
London, whither they were haſtening by his orders, 
This information quieted us again ; and I irove to re- 


call my flattered ſpirits into their uſual channel, by 
turning the converſation on our future proſpe&ts.. 


Nevertheleſs, we went at ſo great a rate, that I 


8 thought it impoſlible we ſhould not be near London, | 
When all at once I found we were driven through an 
unknown village, The ſurpriſe this occaſioned, was 


doubled by my daughter's throwing herſelf into my 


 arms,—It was not immediately I could comprehend 
her, when ſhe told me that a light which gleamed 


from the window of a cottage, had ſhewn her that we 


were environed with armed ſoldiers, From this 


alarm we were not yet recovered, when by a ſudden 
riſe, and hollow ſound, we perceived we had paſſed 


_ over a draw-bridge z immediately after which we : 
 Nopped, As we alighted, I cait my eyes round a 
| large dreary court-yard, where a few ſtraggling cen- 


tinels were planted, but neither lights, ſplendor, or 
attendants indicated a royal. gueſt, or a favourite's_ 
reſidence, "The gloomy paſſages through which we 


| were uſhered, ſeemed rather to lead to a priſon than a 


palace, 


' palace, —Arrived at an empty apartment, I gave 
way at once to the dire, the obvious truth z and ar- 
raigning in lilence my own egregious credulity, felt, 


| ſeverely felt, its every conſequence. es 
An officer, who had preceded us, now offered me a 
packet, which I received as the ſentence of my fate, 
but made no effort to open it, —Hope, fear, curioſi-. 
ty, every dear and powerful emotion were annihilated 
by inſtantaneous convittion, and a ftupor ſucceeded 
more dangerous and dreadful than the moſt violenr_ 
_ operations of the paſſions, My daughter, more ter- 
_ Tified by this {till agony than even. the cruel and un- | 
expeted event of the evening, threw herſelf at my 
feet, ——*©* Ob, ſpeak to me, my mother ! exclaimed _ 
the dear one ; do not indulge the deſperation your 
countenance expreſſes! do not conſummate to your * 
poor Mary the horrors of the moment !”? I gazed at 
her with a vacant air, but nature reſumed her rights, - 


and fondly plucking at my heart, the tears I refaſed 


to my own fate, flowed laviſhly for hers,—5o young, 
fo fair, fo innocent, ſo noble, —how could I but be-. 
wail her? Surely thoſe maternal tears alone preſerved _ 
my ſenſes at a junQture when every thing conſpired 
to unſettle them, My Mary, by an. expreſlive glance, 
Tequeſted leave to open the packet, and ſtarting at 
ſight of the paper contained, put it eagerly into my 
| hand; a glance informed me it. was that defamatory 
- declaration the crafty Burleigh had deceived my fiſter 
into ſigning, while a priſoner in St, Vincent's Abbey, 
'The King, in tending this, only added 1nſult to injury, 
_ fince the teſtimonials I had delivered to him might 
have invalidated a thouſand ſuch vague and artificial 
falſhoods ; yer had it a fortunate effe&, for nothing. 
 Tefs could have rouſed my ſpirits from the cold and 
fullen torpor which every patfing moment ſeemed to 
increaſe, —* Inſolent Barbarian ! exclaimed I, not 
. Content to impriſon the unhappy offspring (of the 
Queen who had the misfortune of giving thee being, 
doft thou delight in villifying and debaſing even her _ 


alhes! — Oh, paper! dictated and preſerved ſurely Ws 


for. 
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I! for -my 'TTuinz by what ſingular chance haſt thon 
Furvived the very views thou were invented to ſerve? 
"Treaſured, as it appears, only to effe&t a ruinz your 
_ iexecrable 'contriver could not (foreſee, —Yet of what 
_-confſequence 1s this ſingle atteſtation towards annihi- 
_ lating claims all thoſe I delivered had not power to 
eſtabliſh in the judgment of a cruel, inſidious tyrant, 
__ who voluntarily ſhuts his heart alike to reaſon, virtue, 

and nature ?—Devoted to ſelf-intereſt, vain of a petty 

talent at deceiving, contemptible in every rank, but 
infamous in the higheſt, he meanly watched the gene- - 
ron3 impulſes of my heart, and wrought out of them 

my ruin,—Yet why do I name myſelf?—Alas, of 
what importance 1s it to her who no longer wiſhes to 
live where heaven or its arbitrary delegate ſhall 
have appointed her to die ?——lt 48 for thee, my 
daughter! for thee alone my ſoul thus overflows with 
 Inexpreſſible anguiſh, —Reſcued, in yet unconſcious - 

| childhood, from: ſlavery, negleQ, and obſcurity, for- 

Y' tune at one-moment ſeemed willing to reſtore all the 

J [ | Tights of your birth, when a weak, credulous, unfor- _ 
'/ ____ *tunate mother aflifted the cruel wretch who was 

W | _ » pre-determined to entomb you, and annihilate every 

W trace, every memorial, of our dear and honoured pro- 

Wi | genitors, — Nameleſs = diſhonoured — your blooming 

| youth muſt wither in an unknown priſon—blighted 

ſt by the tears of a parent who can never pardon her- | 

[1 {elf the extravagant error produced by over-fondneſs. 

, nt | —] knew the King to be mean, baſe, ſubtle, yet I 

|  -madly delivered into his treacherous hands every thing 

| on which our hopes, nay, even our vindication, muſt 

" *be grounded,”——< Hear me, in turn, my dear, my 

f honoured mother, cried my iweet girl, bathing my _ 

| hands with tears of veneration and fondneſs, Alas, 

| the order of nature is inverted, and I am obliged to 

| become the monitor, —Recolle& the maxim you have 

| fo deeply impreſſed upon my mind—that the malice 

'4| | of man would in vain ſtrive to make us wretched, did - 

nt not our own ungovernable paſſions aid his artful ma- 

#8 Chinations, Ob, let us reſpc& even error mY 
| | | as 
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| has its ſource in virtue, —To have diſtruſted the King. 

were to deſerve to be rejeted—leave him then to the 
contemptible ſatisfaQion of having wreſted- from the 


widow and the orphan the laſt treaſure of their. lives, 


-and let us examine what he has been compelled to 
'teave us. Have we not-vet the power of looking 
aown on his throne, and all its ſpecious advantages, 

even from that obſcure priſon where his authority 
confines us?—Have we not the pride of reviewing 
our own hearts without finding aught in either un- 
| worthy of our Creator or ourſelves ?—Por the vain 
grandeur of that name of which he has unfairly de- 
prived us, can it be worth regretting while he lives to 
-diſhonour it? Fortunately no favourite view depended 
on its attainment, conſequently no hope 1s blighted 

by the deprivation. Have I not often heard you ſay, 

a noble mind can become every thing to itſelf? X 
Let us then riſe ſuperior eo our fortune z time will 
"reconcile us to the inconveniencies -of our fate, and 

religion elevate us above them, —Mourn not then for 

me, my much-loved mother,” concluded the dear 


one, ſweetly ſmiling through her tears,” fince 1 ſhall 


| never think that place a priſon which contains you, 
_ nor that fate a misfortune I-owe to your fondneſs,” 
_ Oh, virtue, how awful doſt thou appear, ſublimed_ 
| thus by generoſity! When I faw this half blown hu-_ 
_. man bloſſom ſupport the ſtorm without ſhrinking, I 
bluſhed to have bowed my head before it —When I. 
heard her with Spartam courage apply to her own 
 firuation the noble tenets 1 had ſought, not vainly_ 
. to indue her mind with, could I fail to profit by the 
principles I had taught?—From the admiration ſhe 
excited in my foul, ſprung that pure and elevated 
heroiſm which calms in one moment every human | 
weakneſs, and turbulent paſſion ; diſpoſing us to turn 
| Upon that fate it enables us to judge of | 
I now recolleQed that by a fond vanity in decking 
my daughter in all her valuable diamonds, I had in- 
advertently provided ample means to buy the fidelity 
_of our keepers; nor were they aware of our treaſure, 


» 
| 
S' 
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as the ſeverity of the weather had made me wrap her 
in a long cloak lined with fur. I haſtily firipped her 
coſtly dreſs of its richeſt embelliſhments, and ſecreted 
them. Ah, with what difficulty did I ſtifle the tears 
and anguiſh which ſtruggled at my heart when I re- 
membered the different views with which I adorned 
ker ! ET ONT RW, ps We i 3 _ 
Scarce had we executed this prudent reſolve, ere 
the man ] have mentioned preſented himſelf once 


more ;—he was young—not unpleaſing—had an air of 


integrity, and profound reſpe&t, that a little prepoſ- 
ſfeſſed me in his favor, even under all the diſadvanta= 


' ges attending our meeting, Our countenances were 
now calmed, and our retlolutions taken, —He appear- 
_ ed ſurpriſed alike with this tranſition, and the beauty 


of my daughter, whoſe magnificent but difordered 
dreſs had a ſhare of his attention, —He was flattered 
with our civility,. and affured us ** every accommo- 


_ dation conſiſtent with the ſtrict orders of the King, 


he ſhould take pleafure in ſupplying us with z and 
would, with our permiſſion, make us acquainted 


with. our new home,” He then produced ſome keys 


which opened: double doors at the farther end of the 
large room we were in, and conduCted us into a Cham= 
ber neat and commodious enough, 'The keys, he 
informed us, were committed ſolely to his charge; 
and that whenever inclination or convenience induced 
us to change cur apartment, we had only to touch 
a ſpring he pointed out, when he would attend, and 
unlock the intermediate doors, The purport of 


This extreme Caution was very obvious z it excluded 
every polhbility of winning over a female ſervant, 


4s all the domeſtic offices would now cf courſe be 


performed in either room while we occupied the 0- 


ther z nor was he {ſuffered to ſupply us pen, ink, or 
paper. As the conveniences of theſe apartments, and 
the air of reſpe& in our guard, ſhewed ſome. attention 
had been paid to our welfare, as well as the moſt ju- 
dicious frecautions taken to prevent our enlargement, 
I neither imputed the one or the other to the King, 

: but 
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%Þut rather both to his cunning favourite. Our en- 
quiries were interrupted by the entrance of two fer- 
vants, who ſet out an elegant ſipyer, of which net-. 
ther my daughter or myſelf had ſpirits to. partilce. 


 _ Reſolved however to gather all I could, from my at-_ 


' tendant, ere another ſhoulq be put in* his. place, or 
ſuſpicion make. him dumb, I aſked the name of the | 
caſtle, and its owner; but to theſe queſtions he de- 
_ clared himſelf enjoined to refuſe replying ; neverthe- | 
leſs, I conjeQtured from his looks that 1 did not err in 
ſuppoſing Somerſet direfted him. The refined artt- 

| fice of offering to introduce me to the King, and even 
Temaining by my fide, while perhaps my ruin was ef- 
feting by his will, ſeemed- entirely conſiſtent with 
the charaer Prince Henry had given me of that 
worthleſs favouritez though I could find no crime 


in my own condu& could poſlibly irritate him to 


bury us thus alive, unleſs indeed our attachment to | 
that lamented royal youth appeared a fuffticient 
one, | ES 

In the gallery leading to our apartment, I obſerve 
ed a centinel planted, from whom we were ſhut by 
_ double doors ſafely locked : perceiving we were thus 
effeQually excluded from every hope, and chance of 
freedom, I defired to paſs at once into a chamber. 
where I did not flatter myſelf I ſhould find reſt, 
My firſt employment on riſing was. to examine the 
windows, as well as the view from them ; they were 
ſo cloſely grated as to convince me however comfort- 
able our reſidence, it was fill a priſon, The apart- 
| ments we oCCupied, formed one fide of a quadrangle of 
old buildings, moſt probably barracks, but now en= 
tirely deſerted. On making the ſignal, Dunlop, (for 
| fo was our guard called) readily attended, and we 
paſſed into the other room where we found breakfaſt ' 
_ ready, Trunks containing all kinds of apparel had 
been placed there, and Dunlop recommended to us to 
form our minds to paſling the remainder of our days 
in confinement, I did not ſubmit to hear this with- 
out demanding the authority by which he ated? He 

_ Vori, Il, { ES -- oY 
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rmaarg an order ſigned by the King, ſtrialy enjoining 
im to keep us in ſafety, and beware we neither 
_ wrote or received a letter, or indeed held any kind of 
communication with the world, —While he ſpoke I 
examined every lineament of his countenance, but 
fidelity was written there in ſuch legible charaQers, 
\ that I dared not make any effort to bribe him, leſt if 
_ It failed he might publiſh that T had the means, 
which might in a moment utterly empoverith me. 
A few weariſome uniform days only had elapſed 
when every hope decayed, and my ſpirits flagged at 
once, —Alas, my mind had no longer the vivifying 
 ardor, the inexhauſtible reſources of unbroken youth 


»- —its bloom had paſſed away like 'a ſhadow, and all 


its fire evaporated, —The woeful realities of life had 


 diflipated the bright illuſions of imagination, —— 


Every human good was in my eſtimation ſhrunk 
inte ſo ſmall a compaſs, that freedom conflituted a 
very eſſential part of my little poſſeſſions,—I was no 
longer able to rely upon contingencies, and ſunk at 
once under all the cheſs of knowledge, —Not deni- 
_ ed the relief of books, I pored over them in vain 3 eve- 
_ Ty idea was ftill purſuing an abſent good, and my 
ſenſes would rejeQ the ſublimeft author, to follow _ 
_ the careleſs ſteps of a weary centinel, or liſten to his 
whiſtling, | | | Wo 
Whether my daughter had really more reſolution 
than myſelf, or only aſſumed the appearance of it 
| to ſave me from deſpair, was a point I could not af- 
certain ; but the complacency of her mind and. man=- 
 _ners was invariable, By a thouſand little affeCtionate 
artifices ſhe engaged me to work while ſhe read, or 
| read while ſhe worked, nor would perceive thoſe me- 
| lancholy reveries it was impoſſible to overlook, I 
was not, however, thankleſs for the bleſſing left me. 
That my eyes opened on her every morning, flill 
| made me bjels it; and in compoſing myſelf to ſleep, 
_ 1 nightly piailed the God who yet ſuffered her to-reſt 
by me. | | | | 
p "Two tedious months elapſed in undecifive projects, 
— Dunlop ever prelent, vigilant, and reponinls pov: 
= clude 
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eluded alike complaint and temptationg but as if to 
_ guard himſelf againft the latter, I took notice he now 
never remained one moment alone with us. x: 

The impoflibility of forming any judgment of our 


__ eentinels while divided from them by double doors, - 
| and the danger of a fruitleſs effort to ſeduce one, had 
at intervals engroff-4d my attention z but the mind 
cannot dwell for ever on a fingle idea, or a remote 
and uncertain projet. Wearied out with this, ano-. 
_ ther ſuddenly came to my relief, "Though yet early 
in the ſpring, the weather was uncommonly beautt- 
ful, and the lenity with which we 'were treated, left 
me not without hopes of being allowed, under rigid . 


 Irmitations, the liberty of walking in whatever gar- 
dens the caſtle-walls encloſed, By this means I 


could examine the countenances of our centinels, 


_ andif I faw one in whom humanity was not quite 


extintt, I thought I might find fome means to thew. 


him a jewel: thus proving I could largely recom- 


penfe him ſhould he have the courage to afſiſt us, | 
Nor did my lameneſs wholly deprive me of the power 


of walking 


2, though it prevented my enjoying the [1- 


berty,—After conſidering this plan in every pollible - 


Iighe, I faw nothing to forbid the attempt, and ven- 
tured the requeſt. -A few anxious days elapſed ere [ 
had che ſatisfition' of finding it was granted, on as 
good terms as I conld hope. Dunlop acquainted me 
we muit walk ſeparately, that the perſon confined 
Might be a check upon her that was liberated ; 


waio ſhould not remain in the garden more than an_ 
hour, nor quit his ſight one moment, "Theſe reſtric- 


tions were as moderate as I could expect, and 1 Ce. 
ge:ily prepared to profit by the granted permiſſion, 


ere I ventured my daughter; certain I ſhould at leair 


diſcover the ſtrength, height, and- fituation, of rhe 


Caſtie—-Dunlop, followed by two other men, at- 


tended upon me. I cait an eager eye on the Centinel 


on the gallery, bur ſaw in him no trace of ſenſe, feel- 


ing, or curioſity. 1 found the little garden in fo ane 
tique a (tile, and ruinous a condition, as plainly proved 


I2 this 
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this diſmantled building was now- only a priſon, 
whatever its former diſtintion. The wall around it 


appeared decayed, and not very high—it looked down 
| on a moat apparently dry,—From one part of the 
terrace I caught the corner of a tower I fancied be- 
longed to Windſor Caftle, but dared not venture a' 


word which might imply deſign, and returned with- 


_ out aſking a ſingle queſtion, My mage: now took 
| Her turn, and as we continued to claim this relief 
Whenever the weather favoured, I fancied it improved 
| her health as well as my own. Te 


It chanced at length, one day I found a centine! 


on guard whoſe eye expreſſed both pity and curioſity. 
_ — Mine addreſſed itſelf to him in a moſt pointed 
manner. Without altering the poſition of my hand 
(in which I always carried a diamond for that pur- 


poſe) I opened it, and the ſoldier, as I wiſhed, ſur- 


_ veyed the jewel.—I turned my head at the inſtant 
_ Dunlop was unlocking the door, and the centinel 


ſhook his emphatically, Yet only to have been un- 


derſtood revived at once my ſpirits, and my hopes 


for to eſcape did not ſeem ſo impraQicable to me, 


as to gain an: aſſiſtant, I ſaw kim no more for a 
week, but ſoon found that day was the periodical one 
for his attendance, —-Tnvolved in a thouſand plots, - 
the want of pen and ink ſeemed to conderan them 


all to inhabit only my brain, when at once I diſco- 
vered a ſubſtitute for thoſe uſeful articles. From 
the middle of a large book, which we had unmoleft-. 
ed poſſeſſion of, I took ſome of the printed leaves, 


and from the concluſion a blank one; out of the firſt 
I cut ſuch words as ſimply conveyed my meaning, 


and ſewed them on the laſt,—** Aſſiſt us to eſcape, 
and we will make your fortune, was the ſubſtance 


of this ſingular but important billet. To aſcertain 
my ability to realize this promiſe, I wrapt in it a 
diamond of ſome value, and carried both ever in my 


hand, full hoping fortune would enable me for one 


moment to miſlead the attention of my guards: but, 


alas, Dunlop, far from relazing his vigilance, con- 
ORs  tinually 


wx 
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einually increaſed it. The two men who followed 
him in the garden, now attended to my door ; re- 
maining as ſpies on me while Dunlop opened it,— 

Thus circumſtanced, 1 could not make the flighteft 
overture without being liable to deteQion, and L 
dreaded awakening the moſt diſtant doubt, left- it 
ſhould condemn us to a more rigorous confinement, | 
— One favourable omen alone occurred,—The ſoldier 
T had ſeleRted clearly underſtood me,—T ſaw his eye 
ever anxiouſly | fixed on my hand, as if eager to 
transfer its contents to his own ; nor had I ceaſed to 
flatter myſelf I ſhould yet do fo, when an unforeſeen. 
Incident at once annihilated every hope and projeQ, 
and plunged me ia the deepeſt forrow, = 
I had always counted the moments of my daugh- 
ter's abſence, and nothing but the conviQtion that the 
air and exerciſe were neceſſary towards her: health, 
_ could have enabled me to ſupport it, What then be-. 
came of me when one day I found her walk unuſually 
lengthened !—I endeavoured to perſuade myſelf thac 


my fears foreram the danger, —But more than twice "i 


the uſual time had certainly elapſed z nor dared I _ 


venture an enquiry, leſt I ſhould ſuggeſt a hint to > 


my perſecutors which hitherto had eſcaped them, 

The hours thus paſſed on, but Mary returned not. 
—Ah, me! while my weak hand repeats this, I 
almoſt expire under the recolleQtion,—Every evil my 


untoward fate had yet teemed with, became peace, 


nay pleaſure, on a compariſon with this, — Though 
| the turbulence of each ſucceeding ſtorm had ſwept _ 
away invaluable treaſures, ſomething yet remained 
my weary ſoul might cling to—This ſingle gem, this 

ſolitary relique of all my fortunes, more dear, more 
precious from becoming ſo, a dreadful, a deceitful 
calm had at length. ſwallowed up even while I was 
fearleſs of the danger, —Heartſtruck—incapable at_ 
once either of diſtinguiſhing, or complaining, my 
reſpiration became perturbed, and deep.—A Kill 


agony, more dreadful than the wildeſt tumults of the | 


_ paſſions, numbed my very ſoul; every hair ſeemed 
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to ſtart from, and pierce my too-ſenſible brain z while 
| drops cold as thoſe of death chaſed bne another down 


my. ſcarcely throbbing temples. —When Dunlop pre- 


| ſented himſelf, I roſe not from the earth, I uttered 
not a ſyllable z but lifting an eye to him which would 
| have melted a ſavage, he turned away, unable to 
ſupport the ſhock, and offered me ſome order from 
the King bewalling at the ſame moment the painful 

duty impoſed on him, This rouſed my torpid fpi- 


rits—] tore it indignantly into a thouſand atoms ;— 


reſentment reſtored my ſpeech,——l called for mx 
_ Mary in the moſt piercing accents, nothing could ſuf- 
_ pend, or mitigate my anguiſh, I bitterly reproach» 


ed Dunlop with tearing the beauteous innocent from 
ber mother's boſom, only to deliver her up to afſaſ- 


'fins.—In vain he declared himſelf incapable of ſuch 


villainy, and ating under the orders of the King—in 
yain he aſſured me ſhe was only removed to another 


_ apartment, ſafe, and unhurt-—->My foul rejeRed all 

| his affertions —Mary—Mary—Mary!—was all my 
_ conyulſed lips could utter, or my difconſolate ſoul 

— RI IReD £ 
_ Ah, God! the ſolitude that ſucceeded ! Food, 
| light, air, nay even life itſelf, became nauſeous and 


inſupportable,—Stretched on the cold ground—— 
drenched in my own tears, I gave way to the deep 


raiſery the tremendous void this barbarous ſeparation 


could not but plunge me in, —How long was it 
fince ſhe had been the very eſſence of my exiſtence ! 


From the forowful moment which gave her into my 
arms, to that which tore her from them, ſhe, ſhe 


alone, had occupied my every fenſe, and enabled me 


_ to ſupport every affliction, —Never, though I had led 
her myſelf through an admiring nation to the altar, 


and joined her hand with that of the incomparable 
Henry, never could even that advantage have come» 
penſated to my yearning heart for the loſs of her 1ſo- 


Cciety, What then muſt it ſuffer to recolleQt a ſavage 
had wrietted her, for unknown purpoſes, from my 


arms fo 
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arms !—Nor could ] amid all che horrors this idea 
teemed with, fix on any diſtin one.. LO: 

Oh, that melodious voice !—Still it ſeemed to vi- 
brate on my ear, but no longer could I hear 1t,— 
That unmatched form glittered through every tear, 
but evaporated with it. 'The moſt deadly glooms 
came over me—a thouſand times I raiſed my raſh 
| hand to precipitate—the . unfortunate Roſe Cecil alone. 
' withheld me,——T often thought I heard her aerial 

voice, and deſpair ſlowly tublided into religna- 
_ tion, Weg. Wilks _ > at BOLL, | 
I now exerted every effort to gain. upon Dunlop z 
| but too faithful to his execrable employers, I never 
won more from him than that my daughter was till 
in the Cattle, not only unhurt, but treated with dif-. 
 tinftion and indulgence —Yet, how could I credit 
ſuch improbable aſſurances? or even if they were 
_ true, ought not. an indulgence. ſo partial to alarm 
. more ſtrongly a mother's feelings? To every fſolici- 


tation once more to behold her, I received a poſitive 


denial, nor was even the libercy of walking now al- 
Jowed me, I often enquired why I was thus reſtrain= 
ed, if no injury was meditated to my unfortunate 
Child. > To queſtiqns of this kind he never anſwered, 
| +ut left me to my own fluctuating conjeQures.; 
| They were ſo numerous and frightiul that conviction 
Could hardly aggravate the evil. Nevertheleſs, as 
Dualop ſeemed ever anxious to: compoſe my mind by 
\ reiterated afſurances of my poor vir} 
there was an air of candor in all he uttered, I began 
at length to conclude that the contemptible Somerſet 
had aſpired to. the niece of his maſter, but from be- 
| Ing already married to the divorced Counteſs of Ef- 
jex, had not dared to avow his paſſion, IJ. recolleQed 
: £90 late the fingularity of his being with Prince 
Henry when firſt we behcld that amiable youth; 
—the aſliquous reſpe&t he had ſhewn in waiting on 
_ me at Richmond ;—the affeQted offer of his intereſt 
with a tyrant whoſe will he ſo well knew how to 
Wake ſubſervient to his own ;—the combination of 
SF. SD 7 Re: -:- >" geaned 
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refined arts by which we had been led to throw our- 
ſelves into the priſon ſeleted for us ;-——and, final- 
1y, that the priſon was probably an houſe of his own. 


— Through the whole of this, as well as the man- 
'ner we were guarded, there was a policy too minute 


for a King to plan, and too watchful to be the work 


of an indifferent perſon, —-When by a juſt turn of 


thought we inſenſibly unravel any hitherto inex- 


_ plicable event, how does the mind diſdain its former 


blindneſs ? I now conſidered with wonder my long 


want of perſpicacity, and found ſomething every 


moment to corroborate and ſtrengthen the idea I had 
adopted, | ER | 


To fix on any thing certain appears to the exhauſ- 
ted ſoul a degree of relief; and though at fome mo-_ 
ments I dreaded art and violence might be employed, 


if gentle methods failed to undermine the virtue of 
my ſweet girl, yet I much oftener flattered myſelf ſhe 


could not inſpire a paſlion ſo groſs and unworthy ; 


and knew her ſoul ſuperior to every other ſeduQion. 
From the inſtant I ventured once more' to hope, all 


my plans for eſcaping revived; I had no longery it 
is true, the privilege of paſſing beyond my. apartment, 
but miſery 18 ever ingenious, and I was preinformed 
of the days when the compaſſionate centinel guarded 
the door; nay, I fancied 1 often heard him draw 
near, attracted by my ſighs and groans,—The note 


] had formerly af aye was yet in being I ſewed 
it to a long thin flip of whalebone, and on the day 


when he uſed to be attending, worked it gently un-_ 


der both doors, at a time when I judged no other 


perſon near, and ſoftly rapped at the inner one, A. 


ſweet hope rekindled in my heart as I felt it drawn 
out of my hand, I watched in vain the whole tedi- 


| ous day for a reply, and often fancied my effort had 


| been betrayed to Dunlopy but as I did not perceive 


_ any alteration in his countenance, I became re-aſſur- 
ed; and concluded that the ſoldier could not write, 
nor perhaps even read z and if fo, a whole week muſt 


neceſſarily elapſe ere I could learn his reſolutions, 


| The 
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The expiration of that time verified my laſt conjec- 
ture. With unſpeakable fatisfaQtion I at laſt ſaw a 
| billet introduced into my ſolitude, by the ſame means 


| I had ſucceſsfully ventured, I was a long time de- | 
 Cyphering the almoſt unintelligible ſcrawl: I pity 
you, lady, from my heart, but I know not how to 

help you ; it 1s true, you are rich, and I] am very 


poor, but then it is impoſſible to get at you; if you 


can think of any way, I am ready to aflift,” Ah, 
God! how did I lift up my eyes to thee, who hadſt 


_ thus ſtrangely opened once more to me a communt- 
cation with that ſociety from which TI had been fo 
unfairly wreſted! In moments like this every thing 


appears poſlible z already ] ſeemed to ſee my priſon 


_ gates open, my daughter in my arms, and our honeſt 


_ aſſiſtant rich at once in our wealth and our bleſſings. 


Having had the foreſight to prepare another billet, I 
_ conveyed it in the ſame manner, © Worthy ſoldier, 


is my daughter ſafe, and yet in this Caflle? if ſo, 


| tear away all but the word, yes, and my ſoul ſhall 


for ever bleſs you,” How pure was the joy with | 


whichlI received the precious monoſyllable l | 
To prepare another billet, comprehending my 


plan was a work of time z—with what perturbation 


did I undertake it! To condenſe my meaning to a 


few words, and yet leave it obvious to a common ca- 


Pacity, was not an eaſy taſk,—1 thus at laſt effeted 
it: © generous friend, win over him who guards my 
daughter's door, while you are at mine, and I will 
ſhare with both of you che rich jewels I poſſeſs, of 
Which you ſaw only the ſmalleſt, Obſerve the form 
of the keys Dunlop brings—buy many as near them 
as poſſible, and ſo various that ſome may certainly 
hit, —Procure likewiſe two regimental ſuits, that we 
May pals the gate unqueftioned z if you can raiſe the 
little money neceſlary for this, fear not to ſpend it; 
I will make your fortune in the moment our doors 


are opened, —Reftore me to my daughter—con:iutt 


us (0 the gate, and we will both beſeech the Almigh= 
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ty to hlefs the riches we will joyfully leave in your 
hands,” Les op TT - 
Having diſpatched this, I waited the deciding hour 
with the moſt anxious impatience ;z and ſcarce dared 
fo ratſle my eyes from the ground, leſt Dunlop 
ſhould read in them aught that might alarm his ſuf- 
picions, Td Fs op. 
_ How to diſpoſe of myſelf and daughter, when out _ 
_ of the Caſtle, was a queſtion I could not decide up- 
on; but I flattered myſeif thac as we would have 
ſome hours ſtart of our perſecutors, we might reach 
London; where it would not be eaſy to apprehend 
perſons who had been impriſoned without any judi- 


cial enquiry 'or ſentence.—A greater fear however 


_ than that occurred, —How if theſe ſoldiers ſhould not 
be honeſt—the reward we muſt beſtow would prove 
what we poſſeſſed, and our lives might be the forfeit, 
Yet ſuch was my deſperate ſtate, that even this rea-_ 
ſonable apprehenſion did not induce me one moment to. 
heſitate, | | EPS 

The appointed time revolved, and I received ano- 


= _ ther billet. © Be ready when all is quiet—every 


thing is prepared if any of the keys fit, My com- 
Trade and felf muſt go with you to ſecure our own 
_ ſafety, but it will likewiſe ſecure yours,” Oh, how 
did my heart bound at this happy intel ligence—my 
languor, my lameneſs, all was forgotten. Maternal 
love, and habitual fear, ſeemed to wing me with fus 
 pernatural powers, | TY 
As the important moment approa” ed, I knelt and 
| devoutly invoked the atliſtance of heaven. Ah! not 
in vain ; for the firſt effort of the toldiers was ſucceſs- 
ful, I reached out a rich and ready band to each, 
They received the contents with extreme 1atisfattion, 
and conjJuring me to preſerve the moſt profound 
 filence, locked the doors, and led me to the further 
fide of the Caſtle, At the threſhold of my danghier's 
apartment they gave into my hand the diſguiſes 1 had 
_ defired, and agreed tv wait till we were ready, The 
tender meltings Mothers only know thrilied thro? 
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my heart and ſweetened every apprehenſion, as I 
gently made my way thro? a dark room towards one 
where I ſaw lights ftiil burning z but fearful of 
alarming my ſweet girl, ] heſitated at the door, 
_ What was my aftoniſhment to perceive that the apart- 
ment was gay, magnificent, and illuminated !- ——-1 _ 
thought at firſt that anxiety had bewildered my fa- 
culties, but their truth became evident when they 
centered at once on my daughter z who, elegantly ha- 
bited, had ſunk on a couch afleep. A writing table 
covered with due implements ftacd before her, on 
which lay a Jetter, it appeared to me the had been 
_ anſwering. The deadly coldne(s, the nameleſs ſenſa- 
tions this extraordinary ſcene could not but occaſion, 
at once ſuſpended eve: the meft powerful emotions. 
of nature. A repultion lo terrible obliged me to. reſt. 
my head againſt the pillar of -the door, and ſtruggle 
ſome time with the ſickneſs and confuſion of my 
foul, ere I could gather ſtrength to penetrate into'the 


fa, She ſtill continued to enjoy a repoſe, it ſeemed 


to me I never ſhould know again, and 1 had now loſt 


the wiſh of awakening her! of efcaping—alas, even : 


of exiſting! Slowly at length 1 tuttered -toward the 
table, and catching at the two letters I mentioned, 
appeared to graſp in them my very fate, "The ſigna- 
ture of the firit made its cortents almoſt needleſs, 
* A few days, in a very few days more, moſt charm- | 
ing of women, and I (hall be ale t- indulge your 
every wiſh—every thing is now 19 train :—patrn ne 
not therefore in thus pretling an mmpotiibility, The. 
heart of your mother 1s inexvrable to me—it has ever | 
been ſo, and I neither dare truit her with the truth, 
_ or yuu with one {vo prejudiced, Ul the law ſhall have 
annulled my deteſied m-rriage, and the King agree to. 
my union with yourielt—l live but in that hope 1t | 
ſupports me under all theſe long and tedious abs. 
ſences, Why will you call the fate home in which. 
you are encloſed, a pilton ?—The whole world aps» 
pears tv to him who beholds with picature only that 
{pot where you dweil, 'I'o-morrow I fhall Roos an 
| 10UT 
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| hour, to paſs with you—ſmile for that hour, my bw" 1-7] 


loved, and bleſs with a welcome your devoted So- 
__Y-7 0 rat:-- 5 | 7 

Of what various what manifold miſeries is the hu- 
man heart ſuſceptible ?- none of ali the exquiſite va- 
riety I had hitherto known, ever ſurpaſſed this new 
_ one, My diſdainful foul recoiled trom even the 
_ dear obje& of its affeftions—hypocriſy, that eſſence 
of all vices, had ſtolen into her heart under the name _ 
_ of love, and blighted the virtues yet bloſſloming— _ 
 fearfully I peruſed her letter to end every doubt. 

* What ages of ſolitude, of ſuffering, does your 
love, my lord, impoſe on me! In vain you would 


| _ fill up that place in my heart a parent ſo juſtly rever= 


_ ed muſt ever hold, But you ſtill talk of to-morrow, 
and to-morrow—alas, it is a day that may perhaps 
Never come—you think me vapouriſh, but you know 
not how ſtrangely my illneſs increaſes—it is acute _ 
and violent—Oh that I could lay my burning head 
one moment on my mother's boſom !—Catherine 
_ gave me ſome whey yeſterday; I don't know,—per- 
haps I wrong her, but I have not been myſelf fince, 
A thouſand gloomy images have taken poſſeſiion of 
my mind z my eager ear 1s filled with imaginary 
knells; 1 could fancy myſelf dying : you will laugh 
Perhaps at this weakneſs, but 1 cannot conquer 1it—— 
f I ſhould indeed judge right, releaſe my mother, I 
conjure you, and conceal for ever from her EZ I8 
- Ah, what? exclaimed I in the moſt terrible agony, 
for at this unfiniſhed ſentence the letter broke off, — 
Diſdain, ſuſpenſe, anguiſh, contended. within me, 
and ſhook my frame like the laſt firuggle of nature. 
— Of all the horrors that bewildered my mind, one, 


- © one alone, could my ſenſes aſcertain, My hapleſs 


girl was indeed dying—wan and ſunken were thoſe 

Cheeks late ſo florid—the icy fingers of death were 

Impreſſed upon her temples, and the eyes ſbe heavily 

_ opened, as her woe-ſtruck mother dropt upon the earth, 

| had no longer either life, beauty, or luſtre,—Oh, 

that my foul had eſcaped in the groan which MM 
A OE © 
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ed this horrible conviQtion !—ſhe faintly ſhrieked, 
and remained in a kind of ſtupor z tendernefs, how- 
| ever, ſoon predominated over every other ſenſation, 
—] threw my arms round her in ſilence, and the 
tears which deluged her cheeks,. alone declared what 
_ paſſed in my ſoul !—Still ſhe uttered not X word, but 
_ griped my hands as though the pangs of death were 
indeed upon her, I in vain conjured, intreated her 
_ to ſpeak; it was long ere ſhe had courage to enter in- 
to a detail which ſhe had neither breath or voice to 
go through, © Condemn me not wholly, my mo- 
| ther, at length cried the dear one, however appear- 


ances may incenſe yon, I aſk for. only life enough 


to acquit myſelf, and will to my laſt moment thank 
the God who reſtores me 'to your arms, though only 
to bluſh away my being in them. Yet have I no 
other crime to avow than that reſerve unconquerably 
interwoven in my nature, —Alas, yeſterday 1 thought 
it virtue, —Heaven will perhaps, give me ftrength to 
go through the ſtory, at leaſt, I ought to make the 
effort.—Qh, deign to pardon my compelled abruptneſs, 
and hear me with patience? | OS 
 #& At the moment which firſt preſented Prince 
_ Henry to our knowledge, he was accompanied by the 
_ Ear! of Somerſer, =How my eyes conceived the par- 
tiality my reaſon could never eraſe I know not, but 
they decided at once in his favour, —Whether the _ 
Earl perceived the involuntary diſtin&tion, or was led 
by an equal one on his own part, 1s alike unknown 
to me; but I underſtood the reluctance with which 
he gave way to the Prince, whom he left with ug— 
the contempt with which you mentioned Lord So- 
merſet ſtrangely ſhocked and alarmed me; yet {may 
TI own it) I ſecretly accuſed the moſt upright heart - / 
exiſting of pride and prejudice: and found a thouſand 

reaſons for ſuddenly diſputing a Judgment which _ 
had hitherto been the rule of my own,—During the 
frequent viſits Prince Henry paid you, when pru- 
dence induced you to ſend me abroad; alas, to what 
a temptation did you unconſciouſly expole mie ! So- 
2g Ah NW os  merlet 
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_ merſet availed himſelf of thoſe opportunities, and by 
diſtint homage confirmed the prepoſſeſſion T had al- 
ready conceived, —W hat ſhame, what ſorrow, what 
- humiliation, has it coſt me !—Can you cver know a 
more exquiſite miſery than to beſtow your heart un=- 
 worthily ? to be humbled without guiltt—compelled to. 
bluſh hourly for errors not your own—and reduced to 
perpetual confiit with thoſe powerful and natural 
emotions which form under more fortunate circums 
ſtances the felicity of youth, Senſible by the curious 
attention of others, how injurious that of the Earl 
might in time become, I requeſted lea're to remain_ 
at home; and awed, in ſpite of myſelf, by your 
| ſentiments, boldly reſolved to ſacrifice the erroneous 
 Inclination of my heart, and received the yows of 
Prince Henry, To fee you happy, to flatter him, 
_ with the hope of being ſo, for a time elevated and 
_ amuſed my mind z but ſolitude foon reftored it to its 
favourite objet : Somerſet full prefented himſelf, 
and I took pleaſure in the tears in which I drowned -- 
his admired i:nage, By ſome means or other I found. 
letters from him trequently in my chamber.—I dared 
not enquire how, lett I thould awaken your ſuſpici- 
cions; alas, perhaps that was one of the fineſpun webs. 
with which love ever veils its erfors! 1 found him 
_ regularly informed of all our defigns ;—I knew it. 
was 1n his power to croſs them by a word; and I be- 
gan to eſteem him for daring to be ſilent, During 
the lait progreſs of the King, Somerſet reſolved ro 
profit by the abſence of Henry, and, apprized of the 
_ Interviews we granted the Prince in the pavillion in 
_ the garden, as well as of my habit of ſitting there, 
determined to tike the chance of pleading his cauſe. . 
My ſtay was by the rifing of the moon unuſually 
prolonged on the evening>he had ſeleQted to preſent 
himſelf before me, The pale light ſerved only to. 
ſhadow out his form—any human one muſt at ſuch. 
a moment have appalled me, 1 fhricked, and was 


 half-fainting when the ſound of his voice dillipated 
my terror, Surprite, perhaps joy, that inſtantaneous 
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confidence we ever repoſe in the obje@ beloved, 


_ doubtleſs reaſſured him. 1 was ſcarce conſcious I 
| had granted the alliance he demanded, til] he fell at 


my feet to thank me. 'Ihe manner in which he 
avowed his paſhhon, made me fſenſble too late that I 
had ill-diſguiſed my own; I know. not whether ÞF 
ſhould have had reſolution to attempt dving ſo much. 
longer, had not our converfation been ſuddenly in- 


_ terrupted by Henry. The prince, to my inexpreſiihle 


diſmay entered the pavillion, ——> My voice had 
drawn him thither, but the found of Somerſet's made 
him retreat in contemptuous filence, "The Earl 
would have followed, but I caught his arm and obfli- 
nately withheld him: then conjuring him to haſter- 
to his boat, I flew after the Prince, Henry had. 
thrown himſelf on the feat near the terraze ; but fen- 
ſible of the neceſſity of ſeparating him and the Earl 


at ſuch a criſis, I intreated the Prince to accempany 


me to the houſe, 'The light oi the moon enabled me 
to judge from his bewi:dered air of the diiiraQtion of 
his mind, —I had not cyurage to break a ſilence he vo- 


Tuntarily maintained ; yet to part under appearances 
_ fo equivocal was tmpollible, 1 hefitated at Jength 


a faint explanation, * Could you contradict the 
evidence of my ſenſes, madam, fighed the Prince in a 
low and tender tone, I might wiſh to hear you: as 
it is, ſpare me, 1 conjure you, on a ſubje& ſo hate= 
ful. 1 have nothing to reproach you with but a re- 
ſerve which led me to deceive myſelf, —Adieu, | pro- 
miſe you inviolable ilence, —He who once hoped to 
conſtitute your felicity, diſyains to 1nterfere with it, 
Yet one truth 1 ought perhaps to appriſe you of: 
your happy, your favoured lover, 1s. married : think 
not I wiſh to reap any advantage from this informa- 


| tion—never more ſhall I breathe a vow at your feet, 


—Oh, Mary ! you have undone me!” He wrung 
his hands in an agony of paſliun, and ruſbed through 


| the garden to conceal the fobs which continued to 


pterce my heart through my ear. What a night did 


_ I pats !—ſad prelude to ſo many miterable ones, 1 


readily 
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_ readily abſented myſelf the next day at the Prince's 
uſual hour. of viſiting us. I never ſaw him after- 
wards without pain, humiliation, and conſtraint; _ 
though he omitted nothing likely to reconcile me to 
| himſelf, During the fatal illneſs into which he fell, 
how continually did my heart reproach me with in- 
creaſing, if not cauſing it? and how deeply was my | 
| injuſtice to his merit puniſhed, in the mortifying con= 
_ viQtion that Somerſet. had dared to deceive me ?— 
What prayers did I offer up for Henry's recovery— 
What vows to atone for my error, by a life deyoted 
'to him! Alas, I was not worthy a lover ſo noble ; 
_ and heaven recalled his purer eſſence, while yet un-_ 
ſullied. The ſenſe of a hopeleſs and unworthy paſſion 
mingled with the deep grief I could not but feel for 
his loſs. A ſicklineſs and diſguſt ſucceeded—rank, 
royalty, diſtinction, every worldly advantage com» 
bined, could not have dillipated the gloom of my 
mind, or reconciled me for a moment to ſociety, I 
. took no pleaſure in the hopes, you, my dear, my 
_ generous mother, cheriſhed for me 3 but I would not 
| be ungrateful, and therefore concealed my ideas, 
Thus impreſſed, what merit was there in that philo- 
| ſophy. which enabled me to become your comforter un- 
_ der a reverſe I ſcarcely felt ?—Oh, that my errors, 
my misfortunes had. ended here—that I had breathed 
my laſt on your revered boſom while yet. unconſcious 
of wounding it! When the vain hope of freedom 
made you ſolicit for a limited portion of air and ex-_ 
erciſe, how could you foreſee the fatal conſequences 
of that periodical indulgence! In the firſt of theſe. 
ſolitary walks, Somerſet preſented himſelf before me z_ 
not the crefted, aſpiring favourite z but the ſelf-ac- 
culing, the pale, the humble lover, —My eyes reſiſted 


the impulſe of my heart, and turned haughtily from 


him; but he hung on my robe, he intreated, he cons 
Jured, —he would be heard,-] feel I ſhall not have 
time to enter into the long explanation of his conduct 
which won from me an unwilliag pardon, ſuffice it 
to ſay, that he knew every, the moſt ſecret, tranſac- 

| - | (10n 


he 


fion in our houſe, nor ventured to marry till con- 
 vinced I was betrothed to Prince Henry, But, oh! 
the wretch he eſpouſed'!—Never may you know the 
crimes of which ſhe has too probably been guilty! It 
was to Somerſet's interpoſition we owed the prolong- 
ation of thofe lives, the pride and rage of the King 
| had devoted from the moment he read the papers he 
took a malicious pleaſure in deſtroying. Still 
anxious for me, the Earl owned he had perſuaded 
James to imprifor us in this caſtle, as well to ſecure 
our ſafety, as to provide us thoſe comforts and con- 
Mer av our royal relation would have deprived 
us of, ny ISO, 
| _T could not be inſenſible to ſervices like theſe, 
and finding my wrath began to abate, he awakened 
my pity, by deſcribing the domeſtic miſeries 
an unhappy marriage had impoſed on him, The 
tears with which my wounded ſoul blotted this 
- picture, induced him till farther to explain himſelf, 
His hopes of a divorce ſeemed rationally grounded, 
and I could not but. enter into his views on that. 
head. —T was not however able to perſuade him you 
would ever think as I did, and weakly promiſed a ſe-_ 
creſy I ought to have ſeen the danger of, —Yet, the 
prejudice which induced you to Impute even our im- 
 priſonment to him ſeemed ſo fixed, fo unalterable,. - 
_ that though a thouſand times the integrity of my na= 
ture tempted me to unfold to you the only fecret my 
| boſom ever teemed: with, I ſhrunk before a mind ſo 


diſguſted, nor dared to utter one ſyllable might pain 


you. The delays of Somerfet, however neceſlary, 
alarmed and diſtreſſed me,—I became cold and me- 
 lancholyy and too delicate to confide to him the true 
cauſes of this alteration, he foon aligned a falſe one, 


Peeviſhneſs and altercation, now robbed our interviews _ 


of al their ſweetneſs, ——He often reproached me 
with having opened my heart to you, who alone- could 
thus ſhut ir againſt him, —Diſdain urged: me one day 


to aſſure him I would do fo, the firſt moment I again 


| beheld you.—He left me in a tranſport of rage. Alas, 
my heart became ſenſible of one every way equal ta 


” 


od - 


it, when I found 1 was not permitted to return ro 
your priſon, —I refuſed to admit him to that allotted 


2109 THE RECESS, &, 


for me, and gave vent to every extravagance ſo un- 


_ foreſeen an injury muſt excite.—His anſwer convinced 


me that this ſtep had long been meditated, He aſ- 


| fured me © he would ſooner die than reſtore me to: a 


mother who had ever hated, deteſted, and deſpiſed - 


him without any reaſon, till his claim took. place of 


| hers, and he could call me his wife.” The cruel re- 
membrance of what you muſt ſuffer, ſoon reduced 


me to intreaties, and ſolemn promiſes of continued 


 ſecreſy, © They were now, he replied, too late ;— 
that he could not ſuppoſe it poſlible I ſhould be able 
to conceal from you the cauſe of my abſence z and 

this, juſtly ſtrengthening the unreaſonable diſguſt. 
and hatred you already felt towards him, would make- _ 


| you go any lengths to prevent a union you mult na» 


turally abhor,”—— To this he 2dded all he thought 
likely to ſoothe my embittered ſpirit, and folemnly. 


aſſured me your mind was relieved, by a conviction 
that this ſeparation was only in conſequence of a 
new order from court, ——Although 1 faw in this 
mode of conduct a chicanery. and: little art, my na- 
| ture difdained, {| was yet glad to imagine it lighthened. 

'to you the heavy affliction our ſeparation could not 


but cauſe, 1 felt too late the error of mental relerva- 


_ tion, and had 1ufficient reaſon to think every evil 
might branch cut from that little rovt, Having in 
vain contended with the man, no leſs maiter of my _ 
life than fate, 1 at length was wearied into forgiving 


bim, The divorce was now in great forwardneſs, 
and the manifold jniquities of the fiend in human 


ſhape he had married, fuch as could not but ſhock, 


and intereſt a heart diſpoſed to love him, A thou-. 
| ſand buſy projects palſed daily from his brain to 


mine, and often intervened between myſelf and a mo- 


ther to revered, Every hour that went over my head 
- Mae it more impotlible for me to appear before you 


but as his wife, and | became as eager as himſelf for 
2 day which heaven had pre-ordained I ſhould never 
. Fr, | ice. 
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fee. One who purſued her point more effeQually, 
has ſeverely puniſhed all my youthful errors—QOh 


may my premature death be received by him who 
made me, as an explation !—How ſhall I tell you— 


and yet I muſt—] have often thought my food tince 
tured with poiſon—yeſterday—Alas, my mother, 
where is now your fortitude ?—where 1s that ſublime 
reſignation I have feen you exert ?—forget the vain 
hopes you once formed for me—torget that ] am your 
daughter ; oh think the erring wretch this awful mo- 
ment recalls, was born to embitter the days that yet _ 


remain to you, and adore, even in this painful moment, 


the mercy of the Almighty.—If I have not finned 
beyond forgiveneſs, graciouſly extend yours to me while = 
| yet] am ſenſible of the blefling, ES: 


As ſhe threw herſelf into my arms, every feature 


| ſeemed ſhrunk, and moulded by the fingers of death, 


—Alas ! what became of me at this criſis ! her pa- 
roxyſms were ſcarce more dreadful than thoſe that 
ſeized upon my ſoul—every emotion of love, friend= 
ſhip, and kindred, appeared tranquillity, when com+» 


_ pared with the wild, uncontroulable anguiſh of the 
robbed, the ruined mother. Perpetually ready ta. 


give vent to the tumultuous execrations my Heart 

pronounced againſt the artful, inſidious traitor, wha 

had alicnated her affeRttons, 'and warped the reQitude_ 
P 


of her mind, an intuitive conviction that ſuch a trans 
ſport would vainly embitter the little time remaining _ 
| to her, obliged me to contine to fighs and groans all _ 
the miſeries of the moment, I drew her fondly to. 


my boſom, and poured over her pale convulſed 
checks, a heart broken mother's folemn abfolu- 


One horror only could be added to a ſcene like 


' this, nor was it wanting, The centinels, weary of 


walcing, and ſtartled by our groans, now abruptly 


__ Entered the chamber, — Scared at the fight of my 


daughter expiring in my arms, the ſenſe of their own 
daiizer ſoon over-ruled every other z they urged, 


they conjured me to leave my Mary, now apparently 
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lifeleſs z but they urged, they conjured in vain,—Ow 
| her, I was fo ſoon to refign to her Creator, my whole 
foul was now fixed, —The dear one faintly revived, 
- _ but truck with inconceivable horror at the fight of 
| the ſoldiers, ſhe relapſed into convulſions, griping_ 
me ſtill cloſer. Ah, God, the cold chill that follow- 
__ed! when found her hold relax at once—the world 
_ vaniſhed from before my eyes—they behel4 only the 
_ fair form, which ſought a grave on the boſom where | 
firſt it found a being.—Inſpired with the fierceneſs 
_ of a ſavage, I graſped her yet cloſer, ſhrieking tre- 
mendouſly, and with a ſtrength furely ſupernatural, 
The confuſed and incenſed ſoldiers having uſed eve- 
ry perſuaſion in vain, made the moſt violent efforts 
_ to ſever me from the laſt, the deareſt, the only objet _ 
_ of my love. Threats, intreaties, art, and force, how 
_ ever, were alike in vain——nothing could tear her 
from me, They preſented at length their bayonets 
to my boſom, and beheld me with ſurpriſe dare the. 
_ blow.—Perhaps they had really pierced it, but that 
 fome women attendant on my daughter, now raoſhed 
| Into the room, Fears for their own fafety obliged the 
_ foldiers to forbear urging -or enforcing me further, 
They ſeized the intruders, left any of them 
| ſhould eſcape, and having bound them, ſought 
_ ſafety in flight. A terrible calm fucceeded my in«= = 
tenſe deſperation—the blood: which had tumultuouſly = = 
burnt along every vein, now returned in torrents, to- [WE 
 Choak up, and drown my heart. The black 
fumes mounted thence to:my brain.—With a grief- 
glazed eye, I contemplated the pale and precious 
cheek from whoſe rich colouring I of late drew | 
life, till ignorant that I either ſuffered, or exiſted... F- 


A 2 
ow: 
* 
o 7 iJ 
0+ 
{ 4A 

& 

of 

; j 
FI 4 
'7 4 
= 
£ 
x 
y 
7 
F 
= 


* *  #: -S - $ ; » 


Seldom enough myſelf to diſtinguiſh the ſhadowy 
forms that flitted round my bed,, and always too in- 

_ different to utter a fingle queſtion, I opened not the 
curtain, nor cared who was beyond. it, ——Vague and . 

Rifled exclamations alone informed me of the ug 
2 OP | e 
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of that fatal fire which rariged within my veins t— | 
danger did I fay?—I ought rather to have called it 


_ relief, During the ſhort intervals of my delirium, I Dy 


voluntarily ſunk in filence under the gloom and de- 
bility it left. Suddenly I was ſeized with ſuch flut- 


ters, and graſpings, as ſeemed to indicate an immedi- _».., | 


ate termination of every human infliction, My wea- 
ry foul hovered at the gate of its priſon, and I felt 
as if a ſingle word would releaſe it; but I had net 
ther abilicy or inclination to pronounce that word ; 
and though I perceived every curtain was uidrawn 


to give me Air, I raiſed not my quivering eye-lids to 


diſtinguiſh the two perſons who anxiouſly held each 


hand, as watching for the laſt beat of the faint and 


hurried pulſe, LD | | ? - 
While thus in the very ſtruggle and fluQuation in» 

cident to parting nature, a voice ſuddendly reached 

my receding ſenſes—a voice ſo mellow, calm, and 


holy, that life yet lingered on it, I diſtinguiſhed | 
thele words: © oh, Almighty God ! with whom do 
live the ſpirits of the juſt made perfe&, when they _ 
are delivered from their earthly priſons z we humbly 


commend the ſoul of this thy ſervant, our dear ſiſter, 
into thy hands, as into thoſe of a faithful Creator, 
and a moſt merciful Saviour!” A faint effort I made 
to releaſe my hands, with the deſign of raiſing them 
towards heaven, cauſed the prayer to ceaſe, An 

emotion I could not refiſt, made me lift my dim eyes. 
to behold, if ::ot abſolutely an angel, the human be= _ 
ing that moſt reſembled one. At a table near my 


| bed knelt a Clergyman, whoſe reverend locks time 


had entirely bleached, but it had taken nothing from 
his fine eyes, which ſeemed to reflect the divinity he 
terved—care and experience had worn traces in every 
perfe& featurez and the pale puricy of virtue, chaf- 
tened alike by forrow and reſignation, had ſucceeded 
to the vivid hues of youth, hope, and health, I ut- 
tered a figh, and faint exclamation,—A ſweet, yet 
ſad, pleaſure, wandered through my exhauſted frame, 
thus to be aſſured I had reached the very point of my 


being, 
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being. Some women decently arrayed in black 
having affilted my infirm and venerable comforter to. 
riſe conduQted him to the fide of my bed, and re-_ 
tired, With a gractouſnefs peculiar to himſelf, he 
adjured me, ſince the mercy of the Almizhty had 
unexpeRted!y reſtored my intelleQs, to profit by the 


indulgence in preparing my ſoul to appear hefore 
him. An impulle of gratitude made me raiſe my 


band to take his, that 15 mpathetically tren; led over 


me, but even this trifiing motion made me {ſenſible 


Jl had on many bliſters, which wrung m+ fee= 


ble ſenſe even to fainting. The women, as is uſual 
1n deſperate caſes, gave me ſome vivifying cordtals, 


and again retired, The reverend ſtranger once more 
 addreiied me, praiſing the Almighty for the reſtura- 
tion of my intellets—they were indeed refiored, for, 
. oh! the recolleion of that diſmal event which ren- 
_ dered their loſs a bleſſing, returned upon my mind, 


and made me loath the ſuccours I could owe only to 


the deteſted hand that had conſummated my woes! 


«© Ch, you, cricd I, in a broken voice, who thus ſeek 
to comfort the miferable, inform me firſt to whom I 
owe the benefit? He pauſed a moment—his gracious 


eyes glanced upward, and *having thus conſulted 
with his Creatur, he anſwered me with firmnels ; 
_ ©* that his name was De Vere; the houſehold Chap- 
lain of the Earl of Somerſet.” At that abhorrcd - 
_ title I ſhut my eyes as though I could have ſhut out 
retroſpeftion, and waved to him to leave me. | 
«© Raſh, unfortunate woman, returned he in a ſolemn 


and yet tender tone, relizion does not permit me to 


obey you—would you bear tnto a better world, the 


pride, the paſſions, the prejudices, which have certain» 


ly embittered, perhaps, ſhortencd your days, in this ?. 
' — Dare you preſent to the pure ſource of good, your 
- great, your glorious Creztor, a ſoul yet ſulited with 
voluntary frailties, and human imperfection ?—Are 
you not on the point of ceaſing to ſufter, wherefore | 


then ſl;ould you not ceafe to reſent? Religion enjoins 
you to forget the faults of others, and contemplate 
- only 


\ 
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only your own. Attend to truth, and I will ime 
part it to eatiba to he patient, and I will pour 
balm into the deep wounds of human calamity—con» 
troul your paſſions, and I will elevate them, even 
under the ſtruggles of parting nature, by hopes 
which ſhall ſurely be realized, becauſe they centre in 
 tmmortality,”-—The author af univerſal being ſeem- 
ed to ſpeak to me through his Miniſter—the gather- 
Ing tumulr ſtood ſuſpended, © You addrefs not an. 
ingrate, returned I feebly: I have walked in peace 
through life with my God, and fain would I die fo: 
_ though ſurely to remember the wretch, who precipi= 

tates me into eternity by a grief too pungent for en- 
durance, with charity, or compoſure, exceeds my 
_ ability, If you have aught to reveal that may allay 
this irritation, be truly generous in unfolding it—tf 
otherwiſe, preſent ſuch” images only to my mind as. 
may drive from it that of a villain, whole offences 
you Cannot extenuate z nor double the 2gonies even 
you cannot relieve,” © It is my only intention, Ma-_ 
dam, replied he,——Alas, I would not probe your 
wounds even to heal' them !—If it is neceſſary to 
{uifer ere we can feel, believe me, I want not 
even that power of ſ\ympathifing with you z yet muſt I 
reconcile my divine and human charaCter, by vindi- 
cating the innocent, while I ſoothe the unfortunate z; 
though even the wealth of nations could not tempt 
Mme for one moment to palliate guilt, . Have you 
courage to hear a letter, given me in hopes of the pre- 
tent opportunity ?”—1 controuled myielt, and figned 
to him to read, 
_ © In what words, moſt inlered, moſt unfortunate 
of women, thall the wretch who has unconſciouſly 
deltroyed your peace, and his own, deprecate the 
wrath his very idea muſt occahon ?-—Alas, over- 
whelmed with grief, horror, deſpair, every killing 
ſenſation, (guilt alone excepted) his puniſhment IS as 

acute as even malice could with it. 
C'F9 
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&« 'To fill up the meaſure of my afflitions, I am 


informed that the blow which has robbed my ſoul of -- 
its deareſt hope, firuck at \our life—thar even in the 
 wildnels of delirium your curfes purſue me, and you 
are ready to fink into the grave with unabaicd hatred, 
—1f returning recolleQion ſhould ever enable you to. 
read, or hear, theſe genuine diQtates of a breaking 
heart, dv it, madam, I conjure yon, the late juſtice 
of an acquittal. By the ſpotleſs {pi:it of the dear loft 
| angel my fatal love deprived vou of, hear, pity—if 
_ pollible, forgive me,—Can you for a moment believe 
_ 1 would have touched a lite, oy precious, co me even 
as to yourſelf ? 
«The abandoned woman, to whom heaven as a pu- 
niſhment fr all my fins united me, diſcovered by ſome 
unknown means thote views I thought impenetrablez 
and foreſeeing in their completion her own diſgrace, 
and ruin, ſhe took a deadly means to fave herſelf 
from both,—Already but too familiar with poiſon, 
and with death, ſhe found among the maids attending 
on my dear loſt love, one baſe enough to aid her in 
_ tranfJating an angel too early to the ſkies, To fay, 
_ that I hate, deteſt, and ſhun the execrable monſter, 
13 ſurely needleſs—1 even reſign her to your Juſtice, 
nor do] with to ſhelter myſelf trom It, if you ſtill think 
me” guilty, 

« The laſt words of an expiring faint are not 
| more ardent, more ſincere than thoſe I now utter,— 
Oh, ſtrive then to live, madam, nor let my agonized 
ſoul have the additional misfortune of ſhortening your 
days, and lingering under your curſe !”” _ 

Alas, of what importance are theſe late convidtions? 
| When a ball has gone though the heart, we are in- 
| iy pom of heeding the quarter it comes from. —a_ 
1 could not however refuſe credence to this letter, 
and accuſing myſelf of having hitherto perhaps 
wanted candor towards the author, I acquitted myſelf | 
to him, by affording him my forgiveneſs. 

Nature, ever fhrinking from diſſolution, is eaſily 
recalled to a lingering ſufferance ; but the exhauſted 
| foul 
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which once ſuppogxted me was gone for ever, — 


The yenerable divine I have mentioned ſtill watch- 


. ed over me, and by the holiefſt conſolations contended 
with the apathy into which I was finking;—But who 
could heal a heart broken by ſo many ſorrows ?— 
 'That it 2vas broken alone could confole me, Deflin-. 


ed to turn my dim eyes around this vaſt globe with- 


- out finding one obje& on which they could reſt, De 
Vere led them towards heaven ; he bade me remem-. 
| ber my treaſure was only removed, not taken wholly 


from mez and that every paſſing day brought me 
nearer to recovering it, _ » | | 


| For the execrable woman who had, to the ruin of 


her own ſoul, murdered the only hope of mine, I ven- 


tured not to imagine a puniſhment.—I dared not truſt 


myſelf with ſo 6angerous a wiſh.—No, I conſigned her 
to the God ſhe had offended, and he has, even in this 


_ world, fearfully avenged me, _ | 


F 


The pious De Vere ſhiewed, by preſerving and re- 


| Noring my Jewels, the equity of his nature; and T 
made him ſuch acknowledgments as. muſt flatter his 
Heart, and eſtabliſh his fortune, As ſoon as IT thought 


myſelf equal to the journey, I reſolved to retire to 


France, that 1 might at laſt expire in peace, and be-_ 


fought him to accompany me,—Not able without 


_ Ingratitude immediately to quit his patron, he com-. 


forted me with the hopes of ſoon partaking my VYo-. 


 luntary exile, 


How unworthy the man who won the innocent 


\ heart of my tranſlated angel ever was of it, I had 
ſoon. another convincing proof, —Becauſe I reſifted* 
| the impulſes of deſpair—becauſe ] liſtened* toi the” 
_GiEtates of religion, and deigned to live out "the days 
_ appointed by the Almighty, his narrow foul began tb 
| believe mine ſuſceptible of human conſolation : he' 


| dared to intrude upon me in' the 'name' of the King," 


late offers of acknowledgment, diſtinion, fortune, — 
Heavens! how could either imagine ] would owe 


ovght to thoſe I muſt alike look' down vpon ?—The 
Vor. 1, > ol very 
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very idea had well nigh diſarranged my feeble facul- 
ties, and deſtroyed the religious compoſure of my 
grief, It howeyer convinced me that no oppoſition 
would be made to my quitting that priſon in which 
1 left, alas, all. worth encloſing.——1 launched once 
' more into the immenſe world, unknown-—unindeared, 
and withag to:be fo... ooo = | 

My fever returned on my landing in France with 
the moſt mortal ſymptoms.—Ah! can I fail here 
to commenorate the ſecond angel heaven ſent to my 
aſltitance? The arrival of the Ambaſſador in his way 
_ toward England, though at firſt an inconvenience, in 
fo narrow an afſyluny as an inn, eventually prolonged 


my days. His A and lovely daughter was inform- 


_ ed of my fſiate indulged the ſublime impulſe of 
humanity, which led her towards the 'bed, where lay 
a forlorn wretch who appeared ready to draw her laſt 


breath in filent affliction, She ſummoned..her noble 
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father's phyſician, whoſe ſkill relieved one it could 
_ not ſave—She even deigned to outſtay the Ambaſſa- 
dor; and, by a glorious principle known only to ſu- 
perior natures, began to love the wretch ſhe ſuccoured. 
A virtue ſo exemplary almoſt reconciled me to the 
world I am ſhortly to quit, Sweet Adelaide, when 
' In this faint portrait you ſurvey yourſelf, ſigh for 
| arte: decaying powers which cannot render it more 
| rikin Wag | ns | | vo | 
"That my decline h:s been prolonged till this nare 
_ rative is concluded, IT do not regret: and by compli- 
ance I have evinced my ſenſe of your friendſhip :—I 
| have now only to die.—Yet, alas, it is with regret I 
preſent to your youthful eyes ſo melancholy a chart 


| of my voyage through life, —Suffer it not to damp 
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lt - 
” 5, 
$4 | 
[2:44 


your hopes, but rather let it blunt your ſenſe of mis- 
fartune: for have I not faid already, that conſummate 
miſery has a moral uſe, in teaching the repiner at 
| little-evils to be juſter to his God and himſelf ?—Glo- 
_ cious though inſcrutable are all his ways, and ſhort as 
my time now is, he has ſuffered me to ſee his righteous 
:<(ribucion, Condemnation, infamy, aud ſolitude, 
| 7 Wu are 
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are henceforth the portion of Somerſet, and his exe- 


crable Counteſs, A ſimilar crime, long buried in 
oblivion, has been proved upon them, without my 
having once diſturbed: the ſacred aſhes of my Mary. 
| An att ſo atrocious has broke the tye which bound 
De Vere to the Earl, and I every day expeCt him, 


] ftruggle to retain my laft breath till I can give it. 
up in his preſence, afſured that his ſuperior ſoul will | 
prepare my frail one for a long hereafter,, and decently. 
diſpoſe of the mortal frame I ſoon muſt leave be- 


Dear and lovely friend, you are now in England.. 
—Already perhaps your feet have trod lightly over 


_ thoſe ſpots where my happineſs withered, —Ah ! if 
ſenſibility ſhould lead you more thoughtfully to re=- . 
trace them, check every painful emotion, by recolle&- _ 
ing I ſhall then be paſt the power of ſuffering.—Yet,. 
when your noble father conduQts you to the home 
you was born to embelliſh, grant a little to the weak-. 


_ neſs of mortality, and linger once more on the ſpot 
where we met: the pious De Vere will there attend: 
your coming,—Accept from his hand the caſket L 


| bequeath, and ſuffer him to lead you to the nameleſs 


grave where he ſhall have interred my aſbes: drop on 


it a few of thoſe holy tears with which virtue conſe- 
crates misfortune ; then raiſe your eyes with thoſe of 
your venerable conduQtor, and in a better world 


look —_— 4 
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